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Ballard, A., Esu., LL.B., Crom- 
well House, Woodstock. 

Barnes, Rev. G. £ , M.A., Somer- 
ton Rectory, Banbury. 

Barnott, Rev. H., M.A., The 
Vicarage, Bracknell, Berks. 

Baskerville, Humphrey, Esq., 
Growsle 
Thames, 
Oxford. 



phrey, 

Growsley Park, Henley-on- 
Thames, or Oriel College, 



Bliss, W., Esq. Lift Member. 

Blunt, Colonel A., Manor House, 
Dorchester, Wallingford. 

Boniface, Rev. T., M.A., The 
Vicarage, Deddington. 

Bridger, W. J., Esq., Standogo, 
Chepstow. 

Brookes, Rev. C. C. , M , A. , 9, Graf- 
ton Mansions, London, W.C. 

Burgee, Rev. C. T., M.A., Fyfield, 
Abingdon. 

Byass, R. N., Esq., Wych Hall, 
Stow - on - the - Wold. Life 
Member, 

Chambers, J. E. F., Esq., The 
Hurst, Alfreton, Derbyshire. 

Cheatle, T. H., Esq., J. P., High 
Street, Burfora. 

Coggins, G., Esq., Deddington. 

Crawfurd, Rev. C. P., M.A., The 
Vicarage, Bicester. 

Davis, Rev. F. N. ,Cro well Rectory, 
Tetsworth. 



Dawkins, Mrs., Wiloote, Enstone. 

Deverell, T. H., Esq., 7, Grote's 
Place, Blackheath, London, 
S.E. 

Dew, G. J., Lower Heyford, Ban- 
bury. 

Dillon, Viscount, D.L., Ditchley 
House, Enstone. 

Druce, G. C, Esq., M.A., 118, 
High Street, Oxford. 

Ely, Rt. Rev. the Bishop of, The 
Palace, Ely. Hfe Member 

Emeris, Rev. W. C, M.A., Tayn- 
ton Vicarage, Burford. 

Gamer, T.,Esa.,F.S A.,F.R.LB.A., 
Fritwell Manor House, Ban- 
bury. 

Goush, Mrs. J. H., The Lodge, 
Souldem, Banbury. 

Hampshire, Rev. M. T., Bampton 
Vicarage, Faringdon. 

Harrison, J. P., Esq., F.8.A., The 
Old Cedars, Sydenham, Lon- 
don, S.E. 

Hawkesbury, Lord, Kirkham Ab- 
bey, York. Life Member. 

Hendricks, C. M., Esq., Station 
Road, Bicester. 

Hill, D'Oyly, Esq, Adderbury 
East, Banbury. 

Hill, John, Esq., Souldem, Ban- 
bury. 

Hill, Rev. W. H. M., M.A., Cul- 
worth Rectory, Banbury. 

Hughes, C. W. , Esq. , Manor House, 
Water Eaton, Oxford. 
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Jersey, Right Hon. Earl of, P.G;, 
G.C.B., G.C.M.G., Middle- 
ton Park, Bicester. 

Jones, Rev. H., Albury Rectory, 
Oxford. 

Lupton, Miss M. G., 9, St. Law- 
rence Road, North Kensing- 
ton, London, W. 

Macray, Rev. W. D., M.A., Duck- 
lington Rectory, Witney, or 
Bodleian Library, Oxford. 

Madan Falconer, Esq., M.A., 04, 
Banbury Road, Oxford, or 
Bodleian Library. 

Malleson, W. T., Esq., Great Tew, 
Enstone 

Malleson, Rev. J. P., M.A., Great 
Tew Vicarage, Enstone. 

Manning, P., Esq., M.A., 6, St. 
Aldate's, Oxford, or Beech- 
field, Watford, Middlesex. 

Marshall, Rev. Jenner, M.A., 
Westcote Barton Manor, Ox- 
ford. 

Marshall, J. G., Esq., Birch Tree 
Cottage, Bamt Green, Wor- 
cestershire. 

Marshall, F. E., Esq., 94, Kings- 
ton Road, or 1, St. Giles', 
Oxford. 

Massey, Rev. E. R., M.A., R.D., 
Marsh Gibbon Rectory, Bi- 
cester. 

Morrell, G. H., Esq., M.A., M.P., 
Headington Hill Hall, Oxford. 

Mowbray, A. M., Esq , 277, Ban- 
bury Road, Oxford. 

Mowbray, Mrs , 26, Winchester 
Road, Oxford. 

Moxon, A. E., Esq., Souldem 
Lodge, near Banbury. 

Moxon, Miss, Souldem, Banbury. 

North, Right Hon. Lord, Wroxton 
Abbey, Banbury. 

Ogle, B. S., Esq., J. P., Hill House, 
Steeple Aston, or 25, Eaton 
Place, London, S.W. 



Pearman, Rev. M. T. , M. A. , Iwade 
Vicarage, Sittingbourne, Kent. 

Pellatt, D., Esq., The Green, Ban- 
bury 

Prior, Rev. C. E., M. A., R.D., The 
Rectory, Charlton-on-Otmoor. 

Risley, H. C, Esq., J. P., Dedding- 
ton. 

Royce, Rev. D , M.A., Nether 
Swell Vicarage, Stow-on-the- 
Wold. 

Samuelson, Sir B. , Bart. , c/o Mr. 
Riley, Brit<annia Works, Ban- 
bury. 

Saunders, Rev. S. C, M.A., The 
Vicarage, Watlington. 

Stapleton, Hon. B. J., 30, Leck- 
ford. Road, Oxford. 

Teesdale, Rev. F. D., M.A , Bodi- 
cote Vicarage, Banbury. 

Thomson, Rev. G. O. L., M.A., 
Merton Vicarage, Bicester. 

Whitehead, Rev. C. J., M.A., 
South Newington Vicarage, 
Banbury. 

Willes, W. A., Esq. Life Mem- 
ber, 

Wilson, H., Esq., 17, Vicarage 
Gate, Kensington, London. 
L\fe Member, 

Wilson, Rev. H., M.A., Hailey 
Vicarage, Witney. 

Winship, Rev. C, Wytham Rec- 
tory, Oxford. 

Wodehouse, Rev. C. G., Langford 
Vicarage, Faringdon. 

Wood, Rev. Canon W., D.D , 
Monk's Risborough Rectory, 
Tring. Life Member, 

Woods, Sir A. W., " Garter," 69, 
St. George's Road, London, 
S.W. 

Wyatt, Rev. C. F., M. A., Brough- 
ton Rectory, Banbury. 

York, Rev. S., M.A., Fifield 
Rectory, Oxford. 



Resigned 1900 — 

Dodd, Rev. J. A. 
LoTeday, Geo., Esq. 
Sharp, H. G., Esq. 

Corresponding Societies— 

Leicestershire Architectaral and Archseological Society (Bev. G. Henton 
Wood, Ldbrarian, Leicester). 

Berkshire Archseological Society (Rev. P. H. Ditchfield, Barkham, Wo- 
kingham). 

Worcestershire Architectural and Archseological Society (Dr. Gameron, 
Bath Road, Worcester). 

Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society (Rev. W. Bazeley, 
Matson Rectory, Gloucester). 

Thoresby Society (S. Denison, Esq., Librarian, 27, North Street, Leeds). 

Buckinffhamshire Records (Treasurer, Mr. John Williams, Bank House, 
Aylesbury). 

Associated Architectural Societies (Rev. W. Haworth, York). 

Warwickshire Naturalists* and Archseologists' Field Glub (T H. Whitley, 
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Hon. Sec, 20, Gamberwell Terrace, Kadford Road, Leamington) 

The Royal Academy of History and Antiquities of Stockholm, founded in 
1753. Perpetual Secretary of the Society, Dr Hans Hildebrand, 
elected Honorary F.S.A in 1886. 

East Herts Archaeological Society (W. B. Gerish, Esq., Hon. Sec., Bishop's 
Stortford). 



NoTB. — A Catalogue of Books, Pamphlets, &c , belonging to the Oxford- 
shire Archaeological Society, and left in the keeping of the Librarian 
of the Oxford Architectural Society, the Treasurer, appeared in 
Report for 1896. 



LIST OF PUBLICATIONS. 

(Revised to end of 1900.) 

1. — Bales and List of Members, 1858. 80 copies. Price 6d. 

2. — First Report, 1 854 ; pp. 7. None left. 

8. — ^Transactions, 1858 — 5 ; including Papers by Key. P. Hookins 
on some uses of Archaeology ; by Mr. Thomas Beesley on 
Roman Remains near Banbury and on coins from Evenley ; 
by the Hon. and Rev. Lord Alwyne Compton on the Civil 
War and Siege of Banbury; by Rev. Edwd. Payne on 
Execution of Charles I. ; by Mr. A. B. Rye on the Camp 
at Madmarston and its Ancient Town ; by Mr. Thomas 
Beesley on Coins found there, and on the RoUright Stones; 
by Mr. Wm. King on Cold Norton Priory ; by Rev. P. 
Hookins on the same ; by Rev. J. W. Hewett on Paving 
Tiles, a monumentarium ; and by Mr. C. Faulkner on 
Parish Registers. 65 copies, pp. 12 1 , with 1 2 engravings. 
Price, Members^ 2s. ; NorirMernbera, 8s. 6d. 

4. — Report, 1856 — 7, with Notes on Excursions ; pp. 16. Price 
MemberSf 8d. ; Non-Members, 6d. 99 copies. 

Papers, 6th February, 1857, Sir H. Dryden on Early Earth- 
works; Rev. W. Wilson on Geolosy of Banbury. 18 
copies. Members or Non-Members, 8d. 

5. — Transactions, 1857 — 8. Rev. Jenner Marshall on Alchester; 
Rey. W. L. Brown on the same ; Mr. Wing on Parochial 
Perambulations ; pp. 24, with 8 engravings. 50 copies, 
29 are illustrated. Price, Members, 9d. ; Non-Members, 
Is. 6d. 

Alchester, in a separate paper, pp. 16. Price, Members, 8cl.; 
Non-Members, 6d. 

6. — Report, 1857 — 8, and Papers on Cotteslowe ; pp. 8 and 7. 
Both out of printt 

7. — Report, 1860 — 1, with Notes from Rawlinson MSS. relating 
to Banbury ; pp. 19 and 7. Out of print. 

t Nerer printod Mpunately. 



8.— Beport, 1865, with visit to Bleddington, Icomb, Stow-on-the- 
Wold, Daylesford, and EiDgham; pp. 9. 13 copies. 
Price, Members^ 2d. 

9. Repprt, 1867, with visit to Hook Nortou, Swalcliffe, Tadmar- 
ton, BroughtoD, and WroitoD ; pp. 11. 28 copies. 
-Price, Membersy 2d. 

10.— Report, 1870, with visits to Shiptou-under-Wychwood, Swin- 
brook, Asthall, and Barford ; pp. 27. 43 copies. Price, 
MemherSy 4d. ; Non-Members, 8d. 

11. — Report, 1671, with visits to DackliDgton, Cokethurpe, Stan- 
lake, Yelford, and Bampton ; pp. 53. 39 copies. Price, 
Members, 6d. ; Non-Members, Is. 

12. — Transactions, 1874. Rev. D. Royce's Accoant of Chinnor; 
pp.21. 70 copies. Price, Members, Sd. ; Non-Members, Is. 

13. — Transactions, 1875, with Rev. D. Royce's Acconnt of Great 
Tew and South Newington, pp. 60. 94 copies. Price, 
Members, 1 s. ; Non-Members, 2s. 

14. — Transactions, 1878, with Rev. E. Marshall's Acconnt of the 
Parish of Deddington ; pp. 46. None left. 

15. — Transactions, 1879, with the Rev. D. Royce's Acconnt of 
Gropredy, with engravings. Out of print. 

16. — Transactions, 1880, with Rev. W. D. Macray's Index to the 
Parish Registers of Duckliugton ; pp. 70. 50 copies. 
Price, Members, Is. ; Non-Members, 2s. 

17. — Transactions, 1882, with Rev. P. Hookins' Account of Frit- 
well ; Part I., Ecclesiastical and 2 engravings ; pp. 19. 
30 copies. Price, Members, 6d. ; Non-Members, Is. 

18.— Fritwell, Part II., Manorial ; pp. 19. 43 copies. Price, 
Members, 6d. ; Non-Members, Is. 

19.- -Fritwell, Part III., Miscellaneous, and 1 engraving; pp. 12. 
37 copies. Price, Members, 6d. ; Non-Membei's, Is. 

20. — Report, 1885, with visits to Fairford, Quennington, Coin St. 
Alwyn, Hatherop, East Leach, Broughton Pogis, Little 
Faringdon, and Langford ; pp. 16 and 4 engravings. 74 
copies. Price, Members, 6d. ; Non-Members, Is. 
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21. — Report, 1886, with ? isits to Ad well, Sonth Weston, Lewknor, 
Htokenchnrch, Ibstone, and Aston Rowant ; pp. U and 2 
engrayings. 49 copies. Price, Members, 6d. ; Non- 
Members, Is. 

22.«-TransactionB, 1887, with Mr. and Mrs. J. EL Oongh's Account 
of the Parish of Sonldem ; pp. 86. 75 copies. Price, 
Members, 9d. ; Nan-Members, Is. 6d. 

28. — Report, 1887, with visit to Ssralcliffe, BraOes, Oompton 
Wynjates ; pp. 8, and'2 engrarings. 27 copies. Price, 
Members, 4cL ; Non-Members, 8d. 

24. — Report, 1888 — 9, with visits to Pangbonme, Whitchurch, 
Hardwick, Maple Durham, Gayersham, Dorchester, Greys' 
Court, and Rotherfield (vreys ; pp. 39 and 8 engravings. 
29 copies. Price, Members, Is.; Non-Members, 2s. 

25. — Transactions, 1890, with Rev. M. T. Pearman's Account of 
the Hundreds of Ohiltem in Oxfordshire ; pp. 20, and 
map. 82 copies. Price, Members, Is. 

26. — Report, 1890, with visits to The Blowing Stone, Ridgeway, 
Camp, Wayland Smith's Cave, Uffington, and Sparsholt, 
also Note on an Exchequer Receipt, found in Wardington 
Church, and an Inventory of Church Plate in the Deanery 
of Witney ; the fir6t by the Rev. Canon W. Wood, and 
the second by the Rev. W. D. Macray ; pp. 84 and 2 
engravings. 80 copies. Price, Members, Is.; Non- Mem- 
bers, 2s. 

27. — ^Transactions, 1892, with Rev. M. T. Pearman's Account of 
the Descent of the Manors of Pirton and Haseley ; pp. 24. 
81 copies. Price, Members only. Is. 

28.— Report, 1891, with visits to Dncklington, Witney, Minster 
liovel, and Burford ; pp. 22, 8 photos, and 2 engravings. 
28 copies. Price, Members, 2s.; Non-Members, toUJiout 
photos. Is. 

29.— Report, 1892, with visits to Wardington, Byfield, Fawley, 
and Canon's Ashby ; also Hon. B. J. Stapleton's Report 
on Conference of Archseological Societies pp. 24, and en- 
gravings. 54 copies. Price, Members, 9a. Non-Mem- 
bers, Is. 6d. 

80. — Transactions, 1893, with Rev. M. T. Pearman's Account of 
the Parish of Checkenden ; pp. 47. 82 copies. Price, 
Members only, Is. 6d. 



81. — ^TraDBactioDB, 1894, with Rev. E. MarahairB InvoDtorj of the 
Charch Plate in the Deanery of Woodstock ; pp. 84 and 
2 collotypes. 5 copies. Price, Uembers^ U. ; Non-Mem- 
berSf 2s. 

82.— Transactions, 1894, with the Be v. M. T. Pearman's Account 
of Oayerdiam ; pp. 84. 27 copies. Price, Members 
only, 2b. 

Bd. — Report, 1898, with the Hon. B. J. Stapleton*8 Beport on 
Conference of Archssological Societies and visit to Cavers- 
field, Fringford, Tusmore, Sonldem, Ajnhoe, Nuneham, 
Abingdon, and If9ey; also Sir H. Dryden's Acconnt of 
Caversfield Church ; pp. 28, and 8 engravings. 82 copies. 
Price, Members, 9d. ; Nan-Members, Is. 6d. 

84. — Transactions, 1896, with Hon. B. J. Stapleton's Inventory 
of the Church Plate of the Deanery of Oxford ; pp. 45, 
and 4 collotypes. 1 copy. Price, Members, Is. 6d. ; 
Non-Members, 2s. 6d 

85.— Beport, 1895 — 6, with Catalogue of Books, Pamphlets, &c., 
oelonging to the Society ; the Hon. B. J. Stapleton's 
Beport on Congress of Archsdological Societies ; visit to 
Great Milton, Great Haseley, Watlington, and Shirbnrn 
Castle : notice of the portrait of Erasmus at Shirburn 
Castle 3 also Sir H. Dryden's Theory of Becess in N. 
wall of Chancel in Great Milton Church ; pp. 26, and 2 
collotypes and 1 engraving. 22 copies. Price, Members, 
Is. ; Non-Members, 2s. 

86.- -Transactions, 1898, with Bev. M. T. Pearman's '' Additional 
Notices of Checkenden Bectory," to complete former ac- 
count in 1898. 78 copies. Price, Members only, 9d. 

87.^ Report, 1897 and 1898, with Hon. B. J. Stapleton's Reports 
on 9th and 10th Congress of Archseological Societies, held 
at Burlington House ; Notes on Somerton Church by Bev. 
G. E. Barnes ; print of Erasmus at Somerton Bectory ; 
** Wavside, Churchyard, and Market Crossps," by Bev. E. 
Marshall, F.S.A. ; Notice on Dolmens at Enstone, .^c, 
by Sir H. Dryden ; pp. 51 and 2 collotypes and 2 en- 
gravings. 22 copies. Price, Members, Is. 6d. ; Non- 
Members, 2s. 

88. — Beport, 1899. Notes on Fyfield Manor, iVbingdon ; ditto 
Church of S. Nicholas ; Pusey and Boarstall '' Charter 
Horns " ; Epitaphs Pusey Church ; Notes on BuckWd 
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Chnrch, by Rev. G. E. Barnes ; Report of 1 1th CoDgresB 
of Arch89ologicaI Societies, 1899, by Oeo. Lo?eday, Esq.; 
'* GoDsecration Grosses in Chnrches,*' by Inte Key. E. 
Marshall (yice-president); pp. 81, and 4 engrayings. 21 
copies. Price, Members, Is. 6d. ; Nan-Membera, 2s. 

39. — ^Transactions, 1899, with Rey. M. T. Pearman's Notes on 
Bolney Church and Manor, and on other Lands of Walter 
Oiflfard. 24 copies. Price, Members^ Is. 6d. 

40.— Transactions, 1900, with Rev. C. E. Prior's Account of 
Otmoor and Notes on the Botany of Otmoor, by G. 
Glaridge Druce, M.A , F.L.S. 38 copies. Price, Alem- 
j bers, 6a. ; Non-Members, 9d. 

N 41.— Report, 1900, with yisits to Beckley, Studley Priory, Charl- 
ton-on-Otmoor, Islip and Wood- Raton ; Juxon*s Rectory, 
Somerton ; Rood Screen at Charlton ; '' Murderous 
Affray near Stonor in 1535,** by Rey. M. T. Pearman ; 
pp. 24, and engrayings. Price, Members^ Is. 6d. ; Nonr 
Members, 2s. 

V 42.— Transactions, 1901, with Rey. M. T. Pearman's Account of 
Nuffield ; pp. 20. Price, Members, Is. 6d. ; Naiv- 
Members, 28. 




EXCURSIONS, &c. 



1854, 18 Jnlj. Rollright and RoUrighb Stones ; Little Compton; 
GhaBtleton; Meeting at Chipping Norton, and Papers 
read. 

1856, 3 Aag. Swalcliffe ; Brailes ; Compton Wynjates ; Tjsoe ; 

Edgehill ; Warmington ; Shotteswell ; Hanwell ; Meet- 
ing at Banbury, and Papers read. 

4 Ang. Adderbory; Somerton; MiddletonStoney; Weston- 

on-the-Green ; Wendlebnry ; Alchester ; Meeting at 
Bicester, and Papers read. 

1857, 9 Feb. Meeting at Hanbaiy ; Papers read by Sir H. 

Dbtdbn and Rev. W. Wilson. 

15 May. Walking Excursion from Banbury, through Wark- 

worth and Middleton Cheney to Chacombe. 

... July. [The Committee to Ditchley and Enstone.] 

1858, 14 May. Walking Excursion from Heyford Station to 

Rousham, Steeple Barton, and Steeple Aston. 

Walking Excursion from Culham Station to Clifton Hamp- 
den, Dorchester, Little Whittenham, and Long Whitten- 
ham. 

Excavation of tumuli in Wychwood Forest. 

1859, Warwick, Quy's CliflF ; Coventry ; Kenil worth. 

28 Sept. Bletchingdon ; Islip ; Cutteslowe ; Yarnton. 

1860, No Excursion. 

1861, 5 June. Tackley; Woodstock; Blenheim; Stonesfield; 
and the Roman Villa. 

7 Oct. Eenilworth. 

1862-4. No Excursion, 

1865, 18 Sept. Bledington ; Iccomb ; Stow-on-tbe-Wold ; Eing- 

ham. 

1866, No Excursion, 

1867, 11 Sept. Hook Norton; Swalcliffe; Tadmarton; Brough- 

ton. 
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1868, 24 Aug. EynBham ; Stanton Harconrt ; Coggs; Witney ; 

Minster Loyel. 

1869, No Excursion, 

1870, 16 Jane. Shipton-nnder-Wychwood ; Swinbrook ; Asthall; 

Burford. 

1871, 1 Ang. Dncklington; Ookethorpe; Stanlake ; Yelford ; 

Bampton. 

1872, 2 Oct. Horley; Han well; Great Bonrton ; Cropredy ; 

Banbury. 

1873, 10 July. Handborough ; Northleigh ; the Roman Villa; 

Stonesfield ; Coml^. 

1874, 16 July. Thame; Ghinnor; Shirbum; Watlington. 

1876, 8 July. Oreat Tew ; South Newington ; Barford St. Michael 
and Barford St. John ; Adderbury. 

1876, 4 July. Oddington ; Charlton-on-Otmoor; Boarstall ; Pid- 

dington ; Ambrosden ; Bicester. 

1877, 4 Sept. Ditchley ; Spelsbury ; Enstone ; Charlbary ; 

Heythrop. 

1878, 13 June. Ghastleton House, Church, and Camp (by special 

invitation from Miss Whitmore Jones;. 

24 July. Middleton Cheney ; Chacombe ; Wardington ; 

Williamscote ; Cropredy. 

1879, 26 June. Launton; Stratton Audley ; Caversfield; Buck- 

nell ; Middleton Stoney ; Bicester. 

1880, 23 June. Marsh Baldon ; Toot Baldon ; Garsington ; Cud- 

desdon ; Forest Hill ; Stanton St. John. 

1881, 5 July. Wrozton Abbey and Church ; Alkertou ; Hornton ; 

Edgehill ; Arlescote and Nadbury Camp ; Warmington. 

1 882, 3 July. Upper Heyford ; Somerton ; Fritwell ; Soaldern ; 

King's Sutton ; Adderbury. 

1883, 4 July. Stratford-on-Avon. 

1884, 23 July. Dorchester ; Ewelme ; Warborongh. 

1885, 15 July. Fairford; Quennin^ton; Langford ; Broughton 

Pogis ; Little Farringdon ; Lechlade. 

1S86, 5 July. Lewknor ; Stokenchurch ; Ibstone; Aston Rowant. 

1887, 12 July. SwalclifiPe ; Brailes ; Compton Wynyates. 

1888, 3 July Pangbourne ; Whitchurch ; Maple Durham ; 

Caversham. 
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1889, 9 July. Rotherfield Greyi. 

1890, 16 July. White Horse Hill; Wayland Smith's Cave; 

UffingtoD and Childrey, Berks (in connection ^ith the 
Berks Archaeological Society). 

1891, 30 June. Dncklington; Witney; Minster Lovel ; Burford. 

1892, 5 July. Wardington; Byfield; Fawsley Park; Canon's 

Ashby. 

1898, 20 June. S. Edbnrg*s Charch, Bicester ; Cayersfield ; 
Fringford ; Tusmore House ; bonldern ; Aynho Park. 

1894, 12 Jnne. Mey ; Nuneham Park ; Abingdon. 

1895, 25 Jnne. Stanton Harconrt ; Standlake ; Northmoor. 

1896, 9 Jnne. Great Milton ; Great Uaseley ; Watlington ; 

Shirbnrn Castle. 

1897, 15 Jnne. Stanton St. John; Stndley Priory; Boarstall ; 

Brill ; Oakley. 

1898, 14 June. Dorchester; Dyke Hill; Little Wittenham; 

Long Wittenham. 



25 Aug. Special Excursion. Middleton Park ; Fritwell 

Manor House ; Church of S. James, Ap. & M., Somer- 
ton. 

1899, 13 June. Fyfield Church and Manor ; Pusey ; Buckland ; 

Carswell Manor. 

1900, 12 June. Beckley; Studley Priory; Charlton-on-Otmoor ; 

Islip ; Wood-Eaton. 
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ANNUAL EXCURSION, 1900. 

Several members of the Society, including Lord 
North, the new president (who succeeds in that office 
the late Sir Henry Dryden, Bart. , of Canon's Ashbyl 
6. Loveday, Esq., Rev. 6. E. Barnes (secretaries). 
Rev. W. D. Macray (vice-president), Hon. B. J. Staple- 
ton (treasurer), assembled on Tuesday, June 12th, at 
the G W.R. Station, Oxford, at 9.15 a.m., and drove 
from thence to Beckley, where they were met by the 
Vicar, the Rev. P. H. Doyne, who kindly pointed out 
the chief objects of interest in the church, dedicated to 
St. Mary, an ancient building in stone in mixed styles. 
The pulpit still retains an hour-glass stand. The next 
place visited was Studley Priory, but the interior of 
this interesting edifice was not shown to the visitors. 
Here the party was met by the Rev. C. E. Prior, 
Rector of Charlton-on-Otmoor, who pointed out, by 
Fencott, traces of the old Roman Road from Alcester 
(iElia Castra). A conversation was here held with an 
aged parishioner, one of the old " Rioters" of Charlton, 
who seemed to revel in the remembrance of the days 
when the ** Yeomanry" were despatched from Oxford 
to quell the riot and carried off several of the parish- 
ioners to Oxford ; he, however, seems to have success- 
fully concealed himself in a hay waggon and so es- 
caped. Another of his reminiscences waB a celebrated 
" Prize-fight " that took place on Otmoor, but he could 
not remember the names of the pugilists. The Church 
of St. Mary the Virgin, with its almost unique " Rood- 
screen," similar in beauty to that of Dartmouth, in 
Devon, was then visited. The Rector answered in the 
affirmative the question whether the immemorial cus- 
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torn is continued of placing a garland strung upon a 
wooden cross on the rood loft every year on " May 
Day" in place of the ancient rood, and that it remains 
till changed for " Harvest " decorations. A. blot in 
this Church exists in the plastered ceiling to the nave, 
which ought to be cut away and the timbers of the 
roof shown. By the kindness of the Rector we were 
permitted the use of the schoolroom for luncheon, well 
served by host Stanton, of the Crown Inn. At the 
business meeting afterwards, the appointment of Lord 
North as president, the Earl of Jersey, Canon Wood 
(late of Cropredy), Rev. W. D. Macray, F.S.A. (Duck- 
lington Rectory), as vice-presidents, the Rev. C. E. 
Prior (Rector of Charlton-on-Otmoor), Rev. C. Win- 
ship (Rector of Wytham), Mr. G. C. Druce, M.A. 
(Oxford), as members of the committee was confirmed. 
Two new members. Rev. C. T. Burges, Vicar, Fyfield, 
Berks, and Christopher W. Hughes, Esq. (Water Eaton 
Manor) were elected. 

A regrettable incident was announced by the Rector, 
that the schoolmaster at Charlton, on the day previous, 
had received a slight shock by lightning whilst sitting 
in his house after school-hours, with closed windows ; 
so the electric current must presumably have entered 
down the chimney, destroying some of the mantelpiece 
ornaments. 

A most interesting part of the day's proceedings 
was the reading, in the shade of the lovely Rectory 
Garden, of a valuable paper (published in the 
Society's "Transactions") on Otmoor, by the Rev. 
U E. Prior, to which were added notices of the 
" Flora of Otmoor," by Mr. G. C. Druce, M.A., who is 
so well qualified to speak on that subject. Thanks to 
Rev. C. E. Prior for his paper, and Mr. Druce for his 
supplementary information, were proposed by Rev. 
W. D. Macray, and questions asked concerning re- 
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ported "ghosts" at Charlton Rectory. These were 
disposed of by the Rector, by the fact that the 
" cellar," where ghosts are said to appear, is not ex- 
istent in the older portion of the house. 

Islip Church, dedicated to St. Nicholas, was next 
visited, but unfortunately the walls have been rough- 
cast, thus obliterating the 14th century paintings, 
though tracings of these framed are suspended on the 
south wall. By the kind invitation of the Rev. T. W. 
Fowle, the picturesque Rectory House, built in 1690 
by Dr. South, was shown, and an interesting old print 
of the pakice which stood near the church, Islip 
(A. S., Githeslepe, the leap of Githa) having been the 
birthplace of Edward the Confessor, a.d. 1004. The 
old font belonging to this chapel ei^roneovLsly supposed 
to be that in which Edward the Confessor was bap- 
tised, was in the year 1858 brought from Islip to the 
Church of All Saints, Middleton Stoney, having been 
presented to Lady Jersey, by Mr. Jonas Paxton, of 
Bicester, who purchased it at the sale of Dean Buck- 
land's property, who was a former Rector of Islip. 

As time was pressing to catch trains, some members 
drove straight to Oxford vid Kidlington ; others 
visited Wood Eaton Church on the return journey. 
The stone sedilia, pointed out as the only "Confes- 
sional " within the chancel in this county, would ap- 
parently be more likely to be merely "sedilia" for the 
officiating priests, and is not mentioned by Mr. J. H. 
Parker as supposed to be a " Confessional " with the 
screen removea. 

By the kind invitation of the President and Lady 
North, Wroxton Abbey will be visited by the Society. 



" ROOD SCREEN " IN THE PARISH CHURCH 
OF St. MARY THE VIRGIN, CHARLTON- 
ON-OTMOOR, OXFORDSHIRE. 

The canopied screen in Charlton Church recalls 
other examples of the same kind in the West Country, 
as for instance that in Dartmouth Parish Church. 
The floriated carving is Gothic in character; the 
little columns are rather of a Renaissance type. In 
Murray's "Guide to Oxfordshire," 1500 a.d. is sug- 
gested as a probable date of the work. The advowson 
then belonged to the Convent of Jesus of Bethlehem, 
at Shene, and the screen may have been sent to 
Charlton by that foundation from elsewhere. 

The " Garland,'' as it is called, is a frame in the 
form of a cross rising from a circular base. It is 
covered with flowers on May 1st, and in former times 
used to be caried round the parish. Songs, and in the 
earlier years of the last century morris dancing accom- 
panied this ceremony. In Parker s Glossary of Archi- 
tecture appears the screen with the Garland in a form 
more like that of a human figure, and in Dunbrin's 
History, two such crosses appear on the screen. The 
May Day procession was in mediaeval times no doubt 
connected with the cultus of the B.V.M., to whom the 
church is dedicated. And no doubt the observance 
had a remote origin in the worship of Flora. An old 
woman still lives who speaks of the garland as ^' my 
lady," and talks of " her waist," and " her dress." We 
may have in "the garland "§ a survival from the days 
of the Dobuni. 

C. E. Prior. 

I " The OarlftDd " is depicted in the engniTiiig in this Report. 
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JUXON'S EECTORY AT SOMERTON. 

[Somme (Celtic) a valley ; er near, or at the bottom of, 

and ton a hill.] 

A.t this picturesque little Oxfordshire village on the 
Oxford and Birmingham Railway, overlooking the 
valley of the Cherwell, and in the N.E. portion of 
which, close to Troy Farm, rises the river Ouse, re- 
sided for some years William Jiixon, afterwards Bishop 
of London, and subsequently Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, Appointed Vicar of 8. Giles , Oxford, in 1609, 
he succeeded Richard Harris§ as Hector of Somerton 
June IG, 1615, on the presentation of Benedict 
Hatton, Esq., of Fritwell, Gent. Finding the glebe 
house in a very bad condition he proceeded to build a 
new one on its site. This is the house shown in the 
illustration in this " Report " which is taken from a 
water-colour sketch given to the writer by the Rev. 
Charles Rede Clifton, Vicar of North Aston since 
1851, and formerly Curate-in-Charge of Somerton 
from 1845 till the end of 1850. On April 20, 1831, 
the Rev. Robert Cox Clifton, brother to the Vicar, on 
the cession of Henry Win tie, M.A., was presented by 
Mr. Wintle to the living, and in 1847 took down 
Juxon's Rectory and built a new one of local stone on 
the same site. To this in 1896 was added a new wing 
by the present Rector, the Rev. George Edward Barnes, 
presented in 1875 by his father William Barnes, Esq., 
of Great Duryard, Exeter, Patron 1875 — 1892, to 
whose memory was erected the window in the N. Aisle 

i Mr. Harris was presented to the living by James Smith, Esq., a relatiun or friend of 
the Fermor family. There is a stone tablet to &&. Smith and his wife over the door In 
the Former Aisle ; it is a pretty design. 

' : 1 I 
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of the Parish Church of S. James, designed by Chris- 
topher Whall, Esq. The period of William Juxon's 
incumbency was neariy 1 8 years, the first six of which 
were spent at Somerton; but on November 29, 1621, 
having been elected President of St. John's College, 
Oxford,! he only afterwards resided at Somerton 
during the Vacations. In 1627 he was appointed 
Dean of Worcester, and in 1633 was elected Bishop of 
Hereford, but before his consecration was appointed to 
the Bishopric of London in succession to Laud. By 
his will dated Sept. 20, 1662, he bequeathed £50 to 
the poor of Somerton.t The original sketch shews 
the entrance door and eleven windows on South side, 
and on the West a bay window, which was the draw- 
ing-room. The tree in the foreground is evidently 
meant to represent a very old " Siberian Crab " still 
existing, a prolific fruit-bearer. The fall of the ground 
on the left ought to have been more accentuated, as 
what represents a very large old elm tree is really at a 
much lower level. The sketch is faint, but shows a 
dormer window in the attics, and presumably, as only 
one chimney stack is delineated, it w^as built on the 
sound principle of utilizing all heat available, by con- 
centration at the centre. The following is the descrip- 
tion given by the Rev. C. Rede Clifton, now in his 
82nd year, of Juxon's house. " It was built of stone, 
and was approached by a carriage drive on the right 
hand, as at present date. The road shown in sketch 
was the glebe tenant's (Wakelin) cart- way to the 
tithe-bam, but there was no outlet past the barn to 
the main road as now-a-days : there was no haw-haw 

t Juxon's Portimit hann in the Hall of St Joho'i College, on the left hand facing the 
door, and Laud's on the right. 

t Hl8 coat of anna (Or. a croeec. Gu. between four nc{!roca' heads, coumd wreathed 
about. Or.) carved in oak, date lt»2, ia affixed to the rood screen in the church, but the in- 
scription **Tbi8 was sett up for Wm. Juxon, Bp. of London, formerly Hector of the 
Church," is now lost, thougn the coat of anus is preserved in the hall window of the 
lUctory, date 1680. 
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(a.s. haga^ an enclosure) aa since 1847, but the lawn 
was separated from the field or Rectory close by a 
wooden paling and the cart track ran close under the 
drawing room window. Canon Clifton {i.e. Canon of 
the Collegiate Church, Manchester, appointed in 1843) 
enclosed a portion of the field to make the lawn larger, 
and did away with the cart road.§ The front door 
opened into a good sized hall, with door and steps on 
the far side leading down to the kitchen garden. The 
servants' ofiices faced west. There were only two 
rooms opening out of the hall, viz., the dining room 
on the right, and the drawing room with bay window 
on the left. Over these two rooms were two large 
bedrooms, and there were also six other small ones, 
one of which was used by my brother as a study. 
Above were the servants' attics." 

G.CB. 




§ Th€ entrance to Wakelin't cart*ro«d, which is remembered by present parishionert, is 
mible in the wall at the back of the summer house : the track is now obliterated by a new 
tennis laHn, added ou the occasion of Her late Majesty Queen ^'ictoria's "Diamond 
Jubilee." Some clean clay tobacco pipes of small size and quaint shape, and a half-penny 
were excavated in the proeeiB. 



MURDEROUS AFFRAY NEAR STONOR 

IN 1535. 

From Watlington to Stonor is a pleasaot walk. 
The extensive view from Watlington Hill inspired 
Miss Mitford, as is generally known ; and after the 
hill is surmounted a lane leads, through fields and 
plantations, to Stonor and Assendon and thence to 
Henley. On this- road, between Watlington and 
Stonor, a murderous encounter occurred about one 
o'clock a.m., on Wednesday, August 25th, 1535. 

The persons engaged were Edmund Stonor, brother 
of Sir Walter and John Appowell, described as a yeo- 
man or servant of Sir Walter, residing at Stonor. 
The facts of the case are derived from the Coroner's 
inquest and from the letter of Sir Walter to the 
Secretary of State. 

The quarrel began in Watlington ; but what it was 
about is not stated. There had been recently and 
perhaps then was, litigation respecting the estates. 
Anne Lady Fortescue, the only surviving child of Sir 
William Stonor, and after her death, her husband, Sir 
Adrian, with their children. Lady Wentworth and the 
Countess of Kildare, claimed the property. For a 
time the Fortescues lived at Stonor. But their claim 
had from the first been contested by Thomas Stonor, 
the heir male and brother of Sir William and by his 
son Walter. The dispute which gave rise to affrays 
and disturbances among the tenantry, was finally 
settled by the King's award in Parliament in 1536. 
It may have been that Appowell, though a servant of 
Sir Walter, was in heart a favourer of Sir Adrian 
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Fortescue; or he may have been disturbed and in- 
convenienced in his holding by the Stonors. But 
that, of course, is only surmise, as not a syllable is 
said as to the origin of the quarrel. Appowell how- 
ever was very angry. He laid wait for Stonor two 
miles out of Watlington, near a farm in the parish 
occupied at that time by John Gilberte. He stayed 
there two hours. Then he bethought himself that 
Edmund might escape from him there and went on to 
a house called HoUanridge, in Pirton parish and on 
the Stonor estate. This farm Sir Walter had given 
his brother " to the intent that he might be the more 
able to serve the King's grace." The house is close to 
the road and there Appowell was, of course, sure to 
meet with his man. 

On Edmund's arrival Appowell called him a 
" cowerd knave," and bade him get oflF his horse, for 
" I will have " he said *' a pece of thy flesh or I goo." 
As he had with him a sparrow-hawk belonging to Sir 
Walter, which he had tied to a style close by, it may 
be supposed that the flesh was meant for the bird. 
Being further threatened Edmund alighted. Both 
were armed with swords, but Stonor had a buckler as 
well. Seeing Appowell had not, he threw him his 
buckler, desiring him, however, not to interfere with 
him. " Meddle not with me," he said, " I will not 
meddle with thee for thy Master's sake." Appowell 
threw the buckler back to him, saying, " I defye thee 
and thy buckler." Edmund picked up his rejected 
shield and with it warded oflF several strokes of his 
adversary's sword ; bat seeing that Appowell pressed 
upon him and that his life was in danger, he struck 
him a tremendous blow on the left side of his head, 
"four thumbs long and a thumb deep." Of this 
wound Appowell died eleven days after, as was not 
unnatural. On the morrow, August 26th, the curate 
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of Pirton was sent for, to whom he confessed that he 
had sought his own life. From that time till Septem- 
ber 4th, when he died, he remained speechless. 

The inquest was held on Sunday, the 5th, by two 
Coroners, Robert Hucvale, one of the county coroners, 
and Robert Lorde, coroner of the liberty of the 
Honour of Wallingford and St. Walery. The Jury 
found that Edmund killed Appowell in self-defence, 
whereupon Stonor was committed to the Marshalsea, 
by Sir John Fitz- J ames, the Lord Chief Justice. 

Sir Walter Stonor's intercessory letter to the Sec- 
retary of State is dated Stonor, September 9th. It is 
somewhat anxious in expression ; and to that anxiety 
may be attributed its confused style. 

The end of the affair as regards Edmund was that 
he was detained in the Marshalsea till the following 
July, when he received the King's pardon. 

Edmund Stonor was a yeoman of the guard and 
frequently at Windsor. He had a grant on Oct. 25th, 
1536, of a reversionary interest in the profits of 
Watlington markets and fairs ; and a lease of the her- 
bage, conies, &c., in the park and moor. 

M. T. Pearman. 
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line 13 — ^For Rose read Anne Penrose. 
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terlary read Chartulary. 
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J. £. F. Chambers, Esq. 
Miss Lupton. 

Resigned — 
Rev. C. T. Surges. 

Ccrresp(mding Societiu — 

LeiceAtershire Architectural and Archaeological Society (Rev. C. Henton 
Wood, Librarian, Leicester). 

Berkshire Archaeological Society (Rev. P. H. Ditchfield, Barkham 
Rectory, .Wokiogham). 

Worcester Diocesan Architectural and Archaeological Society (Dr. Cameron, 
Campden, Glos.) 

Bristol and Gloucestershire Archseological Society (Rev. W. Bazeley, 
Matson Rectory, Gloucester). 

Thoresby Society (S. Denison, Esq., Librarian, 10, Park Street, Leeds). 

Buckinghamshire Records (Treasurer, Mr. John Williams, Bank House, 
Aylesbury). 

Associated Architectural Societies (Rev. W. Haworth, York). 

Warwickshire Naturalists' and Archaeologists' Field Club (T. H. Whitley, 
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Hon. Sec, 20, Camberwell Terrace, Radford Road, Leamington) 

The Royal Academy of History and Antiquities of Stockholm, founded in 
1753. Perpetual Secretu'y of the Society, Dr. Hans Hildebrand, 
elected Honorary F.S.A. in 1886. 

East Herts Archaeological Society W. B. Gerish, Esq., Hon. Sec, Bishop's 
Stortford). 



Note. — A Catalogue of Books, Pamphlets, &c., belonging to the Oxford- 
shire Archaeological Society, and left in the keeping of the Librarian 
of the Oxford Architectural Society, the Treasurer, appeared in 
Report for 1806. 

A List of the Society's Publications will be found in most former Reports. 



EXCURSIONS, &c. 



1854, 18 July. KoUright and Kollright Stones ; Little Compton ; 
Chastleton ; Meeting at Chipping ISorton, and Papers 
read. 

1856, 3 Aug. Swalcliffe; Brailes; Compton Wynyates ; Tysoe ; 

Edgehill ; Warmington ; Shotteswell ; Han well ; Meet- 
ing at Banbury, and Papers read. 

4 Aug. Adderbury ; Somerton ; Middleton Stoney ; Westou- 

on-the-Green ; Wendlebury ; Alchester ; Meeting at 
Bicester, and Papers read. 

1857, 9 Feb. Meeting at Banbury ; Papers read by Sir H. Dryden 

and Rev. W. Wilson. 

15 May. Walking Excursion from Banbury, through Wark- 

worth and Middleton Cheney to Chacombe. 

. . . July. [The Committee to Ditchley and Enstone.] 



1858, 14 May. Walking Excursion from Heyford Station to 

Eousham, Steeple Barton, and Steeple Aston. 

Walking Excursion from Culham Station to Clifton Hamp- 

den, Dorchester, Little Whittenham, and Long Whitten- 
ham. 

Excavation of tumuli in Wychwood Forest. 

1859. Warwick, Guy's Cliff; Coventry; Kenilworth. 

28 Sept. Bletchingdon ; Islip ; Cutteslowe ; Yarnton. 

1860. No Excursion. 

1861, 5 June. Tackley ; Woodstock ; Blenheim ; Stonesfield ; and 

the Roman Villa. 

7 Oct. Kenilworth. 



1862-4. No Exeursimi. 

1865, 18 Sept. Bledington ; Iccomb; Stow-on-the-Wold ; King- 

ham. 

1866, No Excunion, 

1 867, 1 1 Sept. Hook Norton ; Swalcliffe j Tadmarton ; Brough- 

ton. 



1868, 24 Aug. Eynshain; Stanton Harcourt; Coggs; Witney; 

Minster Lovel. 

1869, No Excursion. 

1870, 16 June. Shipton-under-Wychwood ; Swinbrook ; Asthall ; 

Burford. 

1871, 1 Aug. Ducklington ; Ookethorpe ; Stanlake; Yelford ; 

BamptoD. 

1872, 2 Oct. Horley; Han well; Great Bourton ; Cropredy; Ban- 

bury. 

1873, 10 July. Handborough; Northleigh; the Roman Villa; 

Stonesfield ; Cumbe. 

1874, 16 July Thame; Chinnor; Shirburn; Watlington. 

1875, 8 July. Great Tew ; South Newington ; Barford St. Michael 

and Barford St. John ; Adderbury. 

1876, 4 July. Oddington ; Charlton-on-Otmoor ; Boarstall ; Pid- 

dington; Ambrosden; Bicester. 

1877, 4 Sept. Ditchley; Spelsbury ; Enstone ; Gharlbury ; 

Heythrop. 

1878, 13 June. Ghastleton House, Church, and Camp (by special 

invitation from Miss Whitmore Jones). 

24 July. Middleton Cheney ; Chacombe ; Wardington ; 

Williamscote ; Cropredy. 

1879, 26 June. lAunton; Stratton Audley; Caversfield; Buck- 

nell ; Middleton Stoney ; Bicester. 

1880, 23 June. Marsh Baldon ; Toot Baldon ; Garsington ; Cud- 

desdon ; Forest Hill ; Stanton St. John. 

1881, 5 July. Wroxton Abbey and Church ; Alkerton ; Hornton ; 

Edgehill ; Arlescote and Nadbury Camp ; Warmington. 

1882, 3 July. Upper Hey ford ; Somerton; Fritwell ; Souldern ; 

King's Sutton ; Adderbury. 

1883, 4 July. Stratford-on-Avon. 

1884, 23 July. Dorchester; Ewelme ; Warborough. 

1885, 15 July. Fairford ; Quennington ; Langford ; Broughtou 

Pogis ; Little Farringdon ; Lechlade. 

1886, 5 July. Lewknor ; Stokenchurch ; Ibstone ; Aston Rowan t. 

1887, 12 July. Swalcliffe; Brailes; Compton Wynyates. 

1888, 3 July. Pangbourne; Whitchurch; Maple Durham; 

Caversham. 
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1889, 9 July. Kotherfield Greys. 

1890, 16 July.— White Horse Hill; Wayland Smith's Cave; 

Uffington and Childrey, Berks (in connection with the 
Berks Archaeological Society). 

1891, 80 June. Ducklington ; Witney ; Minster Lovel ; Burford. 

1892, 5 July. Wardington ; Byfield; Fawsley Park; Canon's 

Ashby. 

1893, 20 June. S. Edburg's Church, Bicester ; Caversfield ; Fring- 

ford ; Tnsmore House; Souldern ; Aynho Park. 

1894, 12 June. Mey ; Nuneham Park ; Abingdon. 

1895, 25 June. Stanton Harcourt; Standlake; Northmoor. 

1896, 9 June. Great Milton ; Great Haseley ; Watlington ; Shir- 

burn Castle. 

1897, 15 June. Stanton St. John; Studley Priory ; Boarstall ; 

Brill ; Oakley. 

1898, \i June. Dorchester ; Dyke Hill; Little Wittenham ; Long 

Wittenham. 

25 Aug. Special Excursion. Middieton Park ; Fritwell 

Manor House ; Church of S. James, Ap. and M., Somer- 
ton. 

1899, 13 June. Fy field Church and Manor; Pusey ; Buckland ; 

Carswell Manor. 

1900, 12 June. Beckley ; Studley Priory ; Charlton-on-Otmoor ; 

Lalip ; Wood-Eaton. 

1901, 6 June. Broughton Castle ; Wroxton Abbey; Shotteswell 

Church. 
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ANNUAL EXCURSION, 1901. 

The annual excursion of our society took place on 
Thursday, June 6th, when the Globe Room at the 
Reindem- Inn, Banbury, Broughton Castle, Wroxtou 
Abbey, and Shotteswell Church were visited by the 
members, who were received at the Great Western 
Station by Lord North, the president, an office to 
which his Lordship succeeded on the death of Sir 
Henry Dryden. After leaving the Great Western 
Station, the party drew up in Parson's Street and 
visited the Globe Room, the features of which were 
pointed out by Mrs. Chard. The elaborate panelling 
of the room and the rich plaster ceiling were much 
admired, and so struck were some of the visitors that 
they asked if the room belonged to the Corporation — 
evidently being of opinion that it ought to be 
municipal property. The party next proceeded to 
Broughton, and were shown over the church (which is 
of the Decorated style of the fourteenth century) by 
the Rev. B. Bradford, the curate. The monuments 
created considerable interest, as did the fine stone 
screen of Decorated work. The perpendicular monu- 
ment in the chancel and the partly destroyed canopy 
had considerable attention paid to them. It was said 
that the canopy and the recumbent figures had been 
damaged through the latter falling into a vault under- 
neath ; but Brewer says that the front and upper part 
of the canopy were wantonly destroyed during the 
Civil Wars. 

BROUGHTON CASTLE. 

The Castle was the next object of interest, and here 
the members of the society were most cordially re- 
ceived by Lady Algernon Gordon Lennox in the 
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entrance hall. In the entrance hall her Ladyship 
pointed out William of Wykeham, also the Jack Cade 
picture (well-kuown to visitors here), and a coat said 
to have been worn by Cromwell at the Battle of Wor- 
cester. Whether it is owing to the revived interest in 
Cromwell, through Mr. Morley, Mr. Firth, and, shall 
we add, Colonel Roosevelt, more eyes wandered to the 
coat than to the pictures. Her Ladyship pointed out 
many improvements which had been eflFected in the 
interior of the house since they had taken possession, 
and one of these is, that the white paint which covered 
the fine oak panelling of the drawing-room has been 
removed ; and she also explained that from altera- 
tions which had been made in the room, it was be- 
lieved that it was originally the site of the kitchen, and 
was so as far back as 1300. A portrait of President 
Kruger with his autograph, which Lady Algernon had 
received from him in 1892, was looked at with some 
curiosity. They had, her Ladyship said, found an old 
doorway from the drawing-room into the garden, and 
many of the visitors having seen Mr. W. Matthisim's 
picture, " My Lady's Garden," in the Royal Academy, 
were anxious to see the garden, and their wish was at 
once gratified, although, of course, it had not at that 
time the beauty it would have in "the time of the 
roses." The Council Chamber at the top of the house, 
where the leaders of the Parliamentary party met, 
and the Barracks were shown, and from there to the 
" leads," — i.e.y the roof of the Castle — was but a step, 
and here the charm of the surrounding country, with 
the beauty of the gardens and the moat beneath, was 
greatly enjoyed. The yew sundial, and the inscription 
surrounding it, was the object of " the snap-shottero " 
and the praise of all. Descending from the roof, what 
used to be the State Drawing Room and now used as 
a bed room was visited, and the handsome ceiling and 
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chimney piece were objects that had much attention 
paid to them. A portion of the ceiling (1599) of this 
room had been selected for reproduction in the Paris 
Exhibition, and also has been reproduced by the 
South Kensington authorities. A handsome cornice 
in one of the bedrooms was called attention to by Dr. 
Cheatle, and Lady Algernon observed that Sir Edward 
Poynter, when he was visiting there, said it was one 
of the finest cornices he had ever seen. The groined 
passage in the basement was — as it could not fail to 
be— much admired, and in one of the rooms here her 
Ladyship pointed to some 1450 panelling which was 
now exposed after being hidden by plaster. The 
chapel, which belongs to the older portion of the 
building, was also visited, and the stone altar and its 
crosses carefully inspected. The coloured tiles here — 
it was mentioned — were considered very inte- 
resting. The square tower at the south-east corner, 
with battlements, quaint gargoyles, Tvhich probably 
belong to the original building, did not escape atten- 
tion. Lady Algernon proved a most accomplished 
and able guide, and her great kindness and considera- 
tion was much appreciated by the members of the 
society, and thanks were expressed to her Ladyship by 
the Rev. G. E. Barnes and others on leaving. 

WROXTON 4BBKY. 

Wroxton Abbey was reached shortly after one 
o'clock, and here the party were received on the Abbey 
steps by Lady North, the Hon. Mrs. FitzGerald, and 
the Hon. Roger North. The ancient buildings, at 
Wroxton, historians say, were in great part destroyed 
by fire. Sir William Pope, to whom the property be- 
longed in the reign of James the First, erected the 
mansion on the remains of the Priory. The house 
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was completed in 1618. The Lord Keeper Guilford 
made some additions to the buildings in the reign of 
Charles the Second. Before inspecting the house, 
however, Lord and liady North entertained the com- 
pany to an excellent luncheon in a tent on the lawn 
in front of the Abbey. At the conclusion of the re- 
past the company entered the Abbey and made a tour 
of it— one half under the guidance of Lord North, 
and the other under that of Lady North, who did 
everything they possibly could to show and explain to 
their guests the innumerable art and other treasures 
in the Abbey. The entrance hall, with its minstrels^ 
gallery, at once struck the visitors, teeming as it does 
with articles of vertu and historical objects of great 
interest. His Lordship was most unwearied in his 
efforts to point out those, and armour from the field 
of Edgehill, the Lord Keeper's Bag, a safe conduct 
letter of Charles the First's, and many other things 
in the entrance hall were pointed out. The family 
and other portraits in the dining room, with its beau- 
tiful ceiling and fireplace, were greatly admired, as 
were a number of family miniatures. The Prince of 
Wales Room, King Charles the First's Room, and the 
tapestry received much attention, and a bed quilt 
worked by Mary Queen of Scots and her ladies-in- 
waiting, created no small amount of interest amongst 
the ladies of the party. The chapel was visited, in 
which there is a good Early Decorated window of four 
lights, with foliated circles in the head and good mul- 
lions. Over it to the exterior is an ogee canopy. 
This end of the chapel has a battlemented parapet 
with good Decorated cornice mouldings. In the base- 
ment his Lordship pointed out several features of the 
original building. Time was all too short for Wrox- 
ton, and in consequence many of the ladies were un- 
able to visit the gardens, much to their regret. With 
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many thanks to Lord and Lady North for their ex- 
ceeding kindness, a visit which will ever have the 
pleasantest memories for those who shared in it was 
brought to a close, and the company left Wroxton 
Abbey and its lovely surroundings. 

SHOTTESWELL CHURCH. 

A drive of about half-an-hour brought the party to 
Shotteswell, and at tlic Vicarage they were received 
by the Rev. R. J. Hill, Vicar, and the Rev. George 
Miller, of Radway, the author of *' Rambles Round 
Edgehill." The party proceeded to the Church, where 
Mr. Hill gave an account of the parish and Church. 
Quoting from the Rev\ George Miller s " Parishes of 
the Diocese of Worcester," that writer said " the 
Church consisted of chancel, nave, north and south 
aisle, tower with five bells, a clerestory, and Lady 
Chapel. The northern arcading is of Nonnan work, 
that of the south. Early English. The north aisle was 
probably the old Church. The Lady Chapel contains, 
among other matters of interest, a stone altar. The 
font is Early English. On the north and west side of 
the north aisle the old stone seats still remain. In 
those days there were no seats in the midst of the 
Church and the congregation stood or knelt. When 
the clergyman commenced his sermon he used to say, 
* Let the weakest go to the wall.' The oak work came 
from Italy." In the course of some observations of 
his own, Mr. Hill said that the Church was of mixed 
style, and was well worth a careful examination. The 
chancel, which was on the level of the nave, had a 
good decorated oak roof, which had been restored. 
The three-light east window was probably Early 
English. The w^all beneath it had some old oak 
carving, Dutch or Flemish, containing some figured 
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panels similar to those on the pulpit at Drayton, near 
Banbur}^ The centre one represented God the Father, 
seated on clouds, crowned, with orb and sceptre. 
Other panels represented the Fall, the Annunciation, 
the Nativity, the Adoration of the Magi, the Resurrec- 
tion, &c. The original decorated piscina remained. 
The altar rails, with heavy twisted baluster-like sup- 
ports, were of about the same date as the carving on 
the east wall, and there were two good pews, which 
were used as choir stalls. There were two good two- 
light decorated windows in the north and south walls, 
one of which had the inverted arch tracery, similar to 
Bloxham Vicarage, and the other, although much in- 
ferior, resembled the west window of the north aisle 
of Bloxham Church in style. The chancel arch was 
very narrow and had no screen. The nave (with its 
Decorated roof) had an arcade of three bays. The 
arches on the north and the piers of the south were 
Norman ; but the arches on the south were Early 
English. The clerestory was Decorated. All the 
seats (oak Decorated) were in good order, and most, 
if not all of them, were original. The pulpit and 
reading desk were of oak similar to the seats. I'he 
western arch was much larger than the eastern. The 
north aisle had a fine Decorated oak screen, forming a 
Lady Chapel, with a stone bench (now covered with 
oak) round the north and west sides. It had an 
opening to the nave and another to the aisle. The 
\e8try door had an ogee arch with a battlemented 
finial, and near it was a plain (but blocked up) 
entrance to the rood-loft staircase, but the exit was 
obliterated. The Vestry had a lean-to, and had a 
plain (blocked) doorway leading to the Sanctuary, 
at the east end of which was a stone altar, on which 
four of the crosses were visible. The font was a 
round one, on pillars, and Mr. Hill thought it was 
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Norman. Near it, on the floor, were a finial and a 
holy- water stoup, evidently discovered at the restora- 
tion of the Church. The seating in the Vestry was 
of the same character as that of the nave. A stone 
bench ran along the west end of this, and the south 
aisle, which was similar to it, and had a Decorated 
piscina. The earliest date in the registers was 1564, 
but they had not much of interest. The Rev. George 
Miller then made some observations on the Church, 
remarking that the most interesting part of it was the 
north aisle, one of the fefitures of which was the 
windows. They would notice that the mullions were 
made of a totally difierent stone to anything that was 
in that part of the country. The date of the work- 
manship of the windows coincided with the time 
when the Church was handed over by the Wendars 
to the Abbey of Lavendon, in Bucks. He explained 
that whenever a Church was made over to a religious 
house, the monks of the house not only did any work 
in connection with the Church, but brought the stone 
from their own neighbourhood. There were a great 
number of windows in that part of the country, for 
the mullions of which the stone had been sent by the 
monks at Kenilworth and Stoneleigh. As bearing 
this out he said that in visiting a Church in Wor- 
cestershire the clergyman pointed out to him the 
particular stone of the tracery in a window, and said 
it was different from the stone found in that part of 
the country. He asked the clergyman if his Church 
belonged to any religious house, and he said that it 
belonged to that of Bredon, and his (Mr. Millers) 
remark was that they had gone to Bredon for the 
stone, and he believed that that particular stone in 
the window he had referred to there had been brought 
from Lavendon. Considerable interest, we may men- 
tion, was taken in one of the windows owing to horn 
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being used instead of glass, thus showing its great 
antiquity. A somewhat curious feature in the Church 
is that the organ stands immediately in front of the 
belfry and entrance to the Church is by the side door. 
The party returned to Banbury at half-paat five 
o'clock after a moat interesting and enjoyable day. 



1901. 

The Thirteenth Congress of Archaeological Societies, 
in union with the Society of Antiquaries, was held on 
Wednesday, July 10th, 1901, at Burlington House; 
Viscount Dillon being prevented from attending, the 
chair was taken by J. Willis-Bund, Esq., M.A., F.S.A., 
and afterwards by Sir Henry Ho worth, K.C.I.E., 
F.R.S., V.RS.A. 

The Congress was attended by delegates from 
several societies, and by the Rt. Hon. Lord Farrer 
and E. Chadwick Healey, Esq., K.C., F.S.A., by in- 
vitation. The O.A.S. was represented by the Rev. G. 
E. Barnes, Hon. Secretary, as their delegate. 

As regards the Local Record Offices it was decided 
that Mr. Ralph Nevill, F.S.A., Hon. Sec, should pre- 
pare a circular on the subject to the County Councils, 
in which, also, attention should be drawn to the great 
interest of County Records, and the hope of the 
Congress expressed that they might be printed, as 
was already being done in several counties. As to 
the Study of Place Names, Mr. J. H. Round gave a 
general account of the proposed work, and advocated 
the importance of accuracy. The Right Hon. Lord 
Farrer introduced the subject of the record of Field 
Names, as part of the subject of Place Names, and 
advocated that they should be recorded on the 2 5 -inch 
Ordnance Maps in the same way that the names of 
woods already are. Mr. Chadwick Healey, K.C., 
pointed out the difficulty that would arise from the 
fact of so many fields having been thrown together. 
Sir Henry Howorth pointed out the worthlessness of 
the names of fields that had been created under the 
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Enclosure Acts affecting common fields. Mr. Ralph 
Nevill suggested that all field names of possible in- 
terest should be entered at least upon the maps of the 
6-inch Survey. Mr. Andrews suggested that local 
authorities should be asked to perpetuate old names 
and use names of local interest. It was resolved that 
the Council of the Surveyors' Institution be asked to 
co-operate. Proposals for a Complete List of Earth- 
works. Mr. J. C. Gould pointed out the difficulty 
there would be in recording tumuli, instancing what 
are called the ** Red Hills " on the coast of Essex, 
which are burials in calcined earth and very numerous. 
Also, what should be done in the case of moated en- 
closures ? Mr. Redstone said it would be difficult to 
record the " hows " or burial mounds of Suffolk. 
Mr. W. St. John Hope stated that the War Office in 
view of the military occupation of Salisbury Plain 
had asked the Society of Antiquaries to supply a list 
of the objects that it was important should be pre- 
served. It was suggested that the various Archaeo- 
logical Societies should prepare schedules of the 
principal objects of antiquarian interest in their 
district for the use of the County Councils. A com- 
mittee was appointed to prepare a scheme for 
systematic records. Heraldry. — Mr. Oswald Barron 
read a paper condemning Elizabethan and all later 
Heraldry, and advocated a return to the simplicity of 
medidBval blazon, and Mr. St. John Hope spoke to the 
same effect. Mr. Em. Green, F.S.A., pointed out the 
necessity in later times for greater differentiation than 
was necessary in early Heraldry. A vote of thanks to 
the Chairman closed the proceedings. 

G. E. B. 
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SOME REMINISCENCES OF JOHN DUNKIN. 

An interest in the parish of Merton with which the 
family of John Dunkin, the historian of Bicester and 
its neighbourhood, were connected, led me to purchase 
from a London bookseller last year two MSS. in his 
handwriting. 

(1) A quarto MS. notebook, half-bound in leather 
containing some 131 pages of personal memo- 
randa and diary from his birth to the year of 
his death. Some pages have been cut out and 
many erasures made by his son Alfred. 

(2) A thin quarto notebook of 24 pages, entitled 
** Biographical Recollections of the Woottons 
and their descendants, the Thatchers and the 
Timras ; who lived at Bicester from the time of 
the Civil Wars in the reign of Charles I. to the 
decease of Johanna Timms, A.D., 1784. Written 
in June, 1818. J.D." These were ancestors and 
connections of Duukin's mother. 

These enable me to add some further details to the 
brief account of the industrious antiquary given in 
*' The National Dictionary of Biography ; " and I 
venture to think that a sketch of his whole career will 
not be unacceptable to those who know his books. 

A few facts may be stated about his descent. An 
ancestor of the same name, John Dunkin, a substantial 
yeoman, settled in Merton about the beginning of the 
reign of Charles the First. He held an estate on three 
lives or ninety-nine years lease purchased from Sir 
James Harrington, the republican Squire, — in a part 
of the parish where two small fields, now tenanted by 
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Mr. George Cave, still bear the name of '* Dunkin's 
Closes." He also acquired land in the Parish of 
Bicester which was known in 1823 as ''Dunkin's 
Ground," if not now. The earliest entry relative to 
him in the Church Registers of Merton is " 1636, Feb. 
19, Thomas the son of Mr. John Dunkin baptised." 
In other entries he is styled " Gentleman," — a desig- 
nation which his descendant regarded with some pride. 
The burial place of the Dunkins was in Merton Church, 
at the west end of the south aisle, probably where the 
Font now stands. The family resided at Merton about 
a century, and then came to utter grief owing to the 
dissipated habits of another John Dunkin who died in 
the old Bicester Workhouse, now a shop in the Station 
Road. The chequered record of his ancestors is 
narrated at great length in the account of Merton in 
the author's '' BuUingdon and Ploughley Hundreds." 
Thomas, the son of John the spendthrift, was our 
Dunkin's grandfather. His second son, John (Dunkin's 
father), gained a comfortable livelihood as a journey- 
man carpenter ; he was a superior workman, who took 
good wages, and was in constant employment in the 
neighbourhood of Bicester and Oxford. 

John Dunkin in his MS. Diary gives a description 
of his birth, his birth-place, and his parents, which is 
amusing from its preciseness of detail : — ** 1782, May 
16th, John Dunkin, son of John Dunkin and Eliza- 
beth his wife (the daughter of Thomas and Johanna 
Timms, and widow of John Telford), bom at 4 o'clock 
on a Thursday morning in his grandmother's house 
near Crockwell Brook. This house had been purchased 
by his great grandfather, Thomas Thatcher, soon after 
his marriage with Alice Wootton, and he had built up 
a ' little room ' with a bedroom over it ; but to the 
great inconvenience of his wife and their children 
omitted the necessary appendage of a chimney. The 
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' little room ' waa the usual sitting apartment of the 
family as long as it remained in their possession ; but 
never received that desirable addition until sold to 
Vincent Burnard, who divided it into two tenements. 
This was about 1789, or perhaps a little earlier. The 
father of John Dunkin at the time of his birth was 
employed by one Mr. John Warcus, a carpenter of 
Bicester, in building Mr. Farmer's house at Tusmore, 
and did not see him till he came home the following 
Saturday evening ; but as John Dunkin had been told, 
the infant being shewn him he took it upon his knee 
and carefully wrapped his leather apron round it lest 
it should fall into the flre ; surveyed it with apparent 
delight and held it for a considerable space. At the 
time of John Dunkin's birth his father was in his 42nd 
year and his mother 40. They had been married 
several years but had no other child." 

In the diary there is a very good pencil sketch of 
the cottage at Crock well. In the MS. " Biographical 
Recollections " Dunkin in alluding to his birthplace 
writes : — " It still bears a stone charged with their (his 
grandparents) initials on the front of the part which 
they added to the old bouse. Stone thus inscribed 

T 

RA 

1699." 

The cottage still remains unchanged ; and the stone 
that Dunkin mentions retains its place in excellent 
preservation. 

Dunkin's parents wisely gave him the best education 
they could, and as he was a quick intelligent lad he 
made the most of his advantages. He tells us in his 
diary, that before he was four years old he was sent to 
school to " old Betty Thornton, who lived next door 
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to Mr. Warcus in Sheep Street " where he learnt his 
letters ; and the next year was transferred to " old 
master Tooley," who taught him writing and " sum- 
ming." At the age of eight he is placed under 
" James Jones, an excellent writer and arithmetician 
who keeps the best school in Bicester near the church. 
All the principal tradesmen's and farmers' sons were 
educated there. Among those just finishing their 
education were John King, an attorney, afterwards 
clerk to the Corporation of Buckingham ; John 
Williams, late steward to Sir G. P. Turner, Bart, etc." 
An accident owing to the roughness of a playfellow at 
this school almost made him a cripple for life, but he 
gradually recovered. The enforced inability to take 
up active work at a youthful age enabled him to acquire 
a very good general education. 1'here is a gap in his 
diary, after which we find him at Stony Stratford, age 
20, an apprentice to a carpenter or house decorator, 
whom he leaves to obtain employment at Oxford. 

In his 23rd year he went to London and was engaged 
by the Clerk of the Works nt Kensington Palace where 
extensive repairs and al titrations were being carried 
out. In 1809 he applied for admission as a student 
into Hoxton College with a view of becoming an 
Independent Minister ; but he gave up the idea on 
his engagement to Ann Chapman to whom he was 
married December 11th, 1809, at St. Mary's, Isling- 
ton. He afterwards took up printing, and set up for 
himself at the age of 30 as a bookseller and printer at 
Bromley, in Kent. His old father when a widower 
spent his last days in leisured comfort at his son's 
house, where at an advanced age he died suddenly of 
apoplexy in 1823. Dunkin published "History of 
Bromley" in 1815, and in 1816 the "History of 
Bicester," of which only 250 copies were printed, priced 
at 178. each. This attracted the attention of the wealthy 
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baronet who owned the Priory estates at Bicester, Sir 
Gregory Tomer, and under his patronage Dunkin 
brought out in 1823 his most notable work ''Bulling- 
don and Ploughley Hundreds " in 2 quarto vols., the 
impression being limited to 100 copies, of which only 
70 were for sale at 5 guineas each. His diary records 
various visits to the churches and parishes described. 
In 1831 he removed to Dartford, where he had built 
premises ; and he also formed a printing establishment 
at Gravesend. His last published work was " History 
of Dartford " in 1846. A son and daughter were bom 
to him, on whom he bestowed an excellent education, 
sending them latterly to a school in France. John 
Dunkin closed his honourable life in December, 1846 , 
and was buried in 1 )artford Cemetery. Neither of his 
children married. Alfred, the son — himself an anti- 
quarian writer — died in 1879, and the daughter, Ellen, 
in January, 1890. 

I was visiting Dartford in 1888 and saw in the Lady 
chapel of the church a brass tablet which his children 
had erected to the topographer's memory. 

E. R. Massey. 




CULHAM SANCTUARY. 

Probably no village in Oxfordshire has a less in- 
viting appearance than Culham. The situation of it 
is flat and low. There are no trees to look at ; and 
the river, usually an attractive object in the landscape, 
lessens in no degree the dreariness of the place. 

But the church, which is a plain cruciform struc- 
ture, of various dates, has historic associations con- 
nected with it. It is interesting on account of the 
sanctuary it formerly afforded. 

It is not necessary, indeed it would be quite out of 
place, in a short paper such as this, to say much on the 
subject of sanctuaries in general. No doubt Joshua's 
proceedings in settling the land of Canaan formed the 
precedent. He appointed cities of refuge. In times 
when family feuds were continued for generations and 
revenge was considered a duty, the sanctuary was 
useful. But various agencies, holy Church in par- 
ticular, did much to make the privilege injurious to 
society. The sanctuary afforded by a church was in- 
violable and so became a protection to hosts of thieves, 
robbers, and murderers, who deserved, but escaped, 
condign punishment. The best known sanctuaries in 
this country were, it seems likely, the Abbey at West- 
minster and the chapel of St. Martin's-le-Grand. It 
was in the former of these two asylums that the 
unfortunate Queen Elizabeth, widow of Edward IV., 
took refuge with her two boys, Edward V. and the 
Duke of York. 

The sanctuary at Culham is said to have originated 
in a grant of Kenulf, King of the Mercians, in the 
year 801. Nearly 25 years previously Offa, King of 
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Mercia, tbe most eminent of the English kings at that 
time, had worsted the West Saxons in battle and in- 
cluded Abingdon, with a tract of Wessex, in his do- 
miuion. The grant of Culham was made to Abingdon 
Abbey. 

In the Glossary* the charter of King Kenulf is 
quoted, ** Et quod viriute literarum prcedictarum 
eadem villa de Culhavi sit Sanctuarium et locus 
priviligeatus &c. Et quod tunc Abbas et omnes pre- 
decessores sui —habuerunt ibidem tale sanctuaHum" 
This quotation is made from the Monasticon, As I 
have not a copy of that work I am unable to verify it. 
But I find no such expressions, nor any like them, in 
the Abingdon Chronicle .t The earliest reference to 
Culham, in that work, is the gift of it by King Kenulf 
to his sisters. No mention is made of a sanctuary, so 
that the privilege, if then acquired, must have passed 
under general expressions. But most likely the 
quotation made from the Monasticon is correct, and • 
the predecessors of the monks in Kenulf 's time pos- 
sessed the privilege at Culham. The King's two 
sisters were good looking ladies, with elegant manners. 
They had further an attraction, which, as the chro- 
nicler justly observes, is far better than mere super- 
ficial qualities, in their entire devotion to God. As 
might be supposed there were, among the nobles, 
suitors for their hands. But when the King, with 
much affability, spoke to the ladies, they cast their 
eyes to the ground and lifted their hearts to heaven 
as seeking thence their answer, and replied to the 
following effect. They reminded him they were of 
the royal race and that from their girlhood they had 
desired, with all their mind and strength, to serve and 

* Glossarium ad Scriptores medisB & infims Latinitatia. 
t Chronicon Monasterii de Abingdon, toI 1, p. 18. 
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please God only. They then *'with bowed heads, 
joined hands, bended knees, and sorrowful voice" be- 
sought him to allow them to accomplish their desires, 
since they were determined to follow no other mode 
of life. This request was granted, and also another 
for a plot or small portion of land, free from every 
secular service and demand, where they might remain 
in God's service. With the consent of the Witan the 
King granted them the vill of *' Culeham " with its 
appurtenances for their lives. As they purposed to be 
buried in Abingdon Abbey, the property, after their 
decease, and according to their wish, was to belong to 
the monastery. 

The inhabitants of Culham, or at all events of this 
estate, were freed from every secular demand, even 
from obedience to the command of the King and his 
ministers, being subject only to the Abbot's jurisdic- 
tion. This immunity was extended by Pope Leo III., 
at the King s request, to ecclesiastical matters. The 
Living was exempted from all episcopal and other 
control of every kind, except that of the Abbot. The 
benefice was made similar to a donative. 

The sanctuary at Culham does not come into 
history, so far as I know, till the reign of Henry VIL 
It was then sought by Humphry and Thomas Staflford, 
but only to their ruin. These brothers were stanch 
supporters of the House of York. Their interest lay 
in Worcestershire or in the West, but whether they 
were members of the great ducal House of Stafford or 
not is uncertain. Probably they were ; but if so they 
did not sliare the faithlessness of the ambitious in- 
capable Duke of Buckingham, the Head of the family. 
The cause of Richard III. can enlist but little sym- 
pathy. The country was justly horrified at his base 
and cruel murder of his nephews committed to his 
charge. But the fifteenth century was, in England, 
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an age of perfidy. We therefore think with respect 
of a man so far superior to most others, as to be faith- 
ful to a person and a cause. Such a man was Hum- 
phry StaflFord. He was faithful to Richard when 
Buckingham broke out into rebellion, aud also in the 
contest at Bos worth Field. After the battle the 
brothers, with Lord Lovel, fled into sanctuary at Col- 
chester. Leaving their asylum, they departed into 
Worcestershire and prepared to assail the city of 
Worcester. But heariog of the failure of Lord Lovel, 
in whose success they confided, they fled to Culham. 

If sanctuary had been of use, it would have proved 
so in this case, But the unfortunate brothers were 
taken out of the asylum and conveyed to London. 
The extent of the privilege — what offences it would 
cover — was argued in the Court of King's Bench. 
The result arrived at was, of course, that Culham 
Church afforded no sufficient sanctuary for traitors. 
In consequence of this decision, Humphry Stafford, 
who was entirely free from treachery, was executed at 
Tyburn. Thomas was pardoned on the ground that 
he was influenced by his brother. 

M. T. Pearman. 
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Manor House; Church of S. James, Ap. and M., 
Somerton. 

1899, 13 June. Fy field Church and Manor; Pusey ; Buckland; 

Carswell Manor. 

1900, 12 June. Beckley ; Studley Priory; Charlton-on-Otmoor ; 
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1902, 

The Jubilee Year of this Society, founded in 1852 
under the title of " The North Oxfordshire 
ArchcBological Society,'' and since the year 1887 
titled " The Oxfordshire ArchcBological Society" 



ANNUAL EXCURSION. 

Our annual excursion took place on Thursday, Sth 
day of June, 1902. The members and their friends 
making a party of thirty having assembled at the 
G.W.R Station, Oxford, started at 11 a.m. in brakes 
for Wallingford and Ewelme. At the former place 
they were conducted over the Church of S. Peter by 
the kindness of T F. Wells, Esq., Churchwarden, in 
consequence of the sudden decease of the Rector, the 
Rev. A. Babington, a few days previously. In a vault 
beneath the chancel is buried Sir William Blackstone, 
Kt., the distinguished judge and author of the 
Commentary, who died the 14th February, 1780. 
After a short inspection of the Church of S. Leonard, 
the Church of S. Mary le-More, which appears from 
Dugdale (Monasticon) to have been in existence 
shortly after the Conquest, was next visited, and its 
interesting details fully explained by the Rev. J. E. 
Field, Vicar of Benson. Luncheon was provided 
at the George Hotel, at which both these gentlemen 
were guests of this Society. The Castle grounds and 
keep were the next objects of interest visited, after which . 
the party drove on to charming Ewelme, so well known 
for its beautiful Church, re-built by William de la Pole, 
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K.G., in the 15th century, and picturesque alms 
houses built of brick, gabled, with barge boards, form- 
ing a quadrangle and surrounded within by a cloister 
from which a flight of steps lead immediately into the 
tower of the Church, the entrance from the street 
being through a bold gateway with stepped battle- 
ments. The Grammar School attached, built of brick 
with muUioned windows, was, as well as the alms 
houses, by royal license dated July 3rd, 1437, founded 
by William de la Pole, first Duke and fourth Earl of 
Sufiblk and Alice his wife, daughter of Thomas 
Chaucer, of this place, and endowed by them originally 
with 100 marks, but afterwards instead thereof with 
the manors of Marsh Gibbon, in Bucks ; Ramridge, 
in Hants ; and Conock, in Wilts ; it is now lent by 
the Trustees to the parish as a parochial school, the 
office of grammar master not having been filled up 
since the death of the Rev. G. D. Faithful, B.D., 25th 
March, 1866. The manor house stands on the site of 
a royal palace in which Queen Elizabeth occasionally 
resided.* Having with some difficulty re-assembled 
the party, who seemed loath to leave, a move was made 
back to Oxford, after a very short halt at Dorchester 
to get a slight glimpse of the Church there. Oxford 
was reached about 6 p.m., after a most enjoyable day's 
expedition in delightful weather. 



* This palace, built in 1424 by the De la Poles, was also the place of 
Margaret of Anion's confinement for several years ; was also the place 
where Henry VIlI. spent his honeymoon with Jane Seymour ; was likewise 
the residence of Prince Rupert during the time he spent in Oxfordshire. 
Ewelme was known at Domesday as I^welme and belonffeil at that date to 
the Gands ; passed to the Chancers and De la Poles, and belongs now to the 
Earl of Macclesfield, Viscount Parker of Ewelme.— FuUarton's Imperial 
Gazetteer. 

The present 7th Earl of Macclesfield, who succeeded as a minor, is 
grandson of the 6th Earl, who died shortly after our Society's visit to 
Shirbum Castle in 1896; 



CHURCH OF S. JAMES. A. & M, SOMERTON, 

OXON. 

Our frontispiece shews an interesting feature of this 
Church in the stone sculpture of the Rood or Tym- 
panum inserted in the north side of the tower, and 
oiving to the ravages of time and weather our Society 
has thought it desirable not to further postpone 
publishing an illustration of it. The tower itself was 
built towards the close of the XlVth century, about 
fifty years after the chancel. To account for the 
position of the rood a theory has been suggested that 
it may have been over the western entrance of the 
nave, and that the architect, when the tower was built, 
not wishing to lose so good a piece of work built a 
niche in the tower in the second stage to receive it. 
Canon Blomtield in History of Somerton* considers 
this conjecture a possible one and that the carving was 
probably by the same hand as the beautiful XlVth 
century Reredos of the Lord's Supper in this Church, 
shown in Parker's Glossary. This sculpture probably 
belongs to the early part of Edward III.'s reign ; the 
tower itself to Richard 11. 's reign .t Fortunately the 
stone carving does not seem to have deteriorated 
greatly during the 27 years incumbency of the present 
Rector of the parish. In our Report for 1885 two 
drawings are given by Sir Henry Dryden, our late 
president, of external crucifixes on the oast and south 
walls of Langford Church, Berks. On the east wall of 
the south porch is a crucifix having the Body draped 

* Blomfield's Deanery of Bicester. 

t Proceedings of Oxford Architectural Society. Vol. 11. p. 213, No. IX., 
June 4th, 1870. 
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in a kind of cassock, in allusion to the priestly office. 
On the south wall of that porch is a crucifix with a 
male figure holding a book, on the spectiitor's left, and 
a female on the right; probably St. John and the 
Virgin. This would be a somewhat similar treatment 
of the subject as the Crucifixion at Somerton Chuich, 
the defaced figures doubtless being those of S. John 
and the Virgin Mary. 




JUXON COAT OF ARMS AT SOMERTON 

RECTORY. 

A very important point concerning the impaled 
Juxon arms in the hall window at Somerton Rectory, 
removed from the east window of the Church in the 
18th century, is now solved on the authority of Mr. 
Everard Green (Rouge Dragon) as being those of 
Thomas Juxon (brother of Archbishop Juxon) who also 
resided at Somerton. The plate given in this Report 
shews an accurate tracing by the present Rector, the 
Rev. 6. E. Barnes, from the original quarries, and is 
phototyped, as also the two other plates, by Mr. 
Henry W. Taunt, of Oxford. The illustration of the 
Rood screen shews on the left side the " oak shield " 
with William Juxon's arms dated 1632, placed to his 
memory by parishioners of Somerton (to the poor of 
whom by his will dated September 20th, 1662, he 
bequeathed the sum of £50) with this inscription, 
which is now lost : — 

This was sett up for Wm. Juxon, Bp. of London, formerly Rector 

of this Church. 

And in the east window of the Chancel his arms — 
" Or. a crosse. Gu. between four negroes heads couped 
wreathed about, or." The coat of arms is exactly the 
same as is still to be seen over the entrance to the 
manor house at Little Compton. 

It is diflBcult to get at the history of the lower 
portion of the Rood screen with the Juxon shield. It 
is said that a large pew was erected against it for use 
of the children of the " free school " endowed by the 
will of Thomas Fermor, dated 15th June, 1580. At 
the restoration in 1891 the architect, the late John 
Dando Sedding, decided that it had been terribly 
mutilated, and designed the present appearance shewn 
in the illustration, the tracery heads being the work of 
H. Wilson, Esq., his successor. The period of Juxon's 
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Incumbeacy at Somerton was about eighteen years, 
1615-1633, when he resigned the living on being 
elected Bishop of Hereford. Soon after the establish- 
ment of the Commonwealth he retired to his estate 
the manor of Little Compton, Gloucestershire, where 
he kept a pack of hounds. *§ An illustration of the 
manor house with the hounds, probably harriers, is 
given p. 49 in the earliest portion of this Society's 
publications. On one occasion his lordship's hounds 
rebelliously running through Chipping Norton church- 
yard during the time the Puritans were engaged in 
public worship (** seeking the Lord " as they termed 
it) grievously offended them. A member of this pious 
assembly was sent to complain of the affair to Oliver 
Cromwell. " Pray," said Oliver in reply, " do you 
think that the bishop prevailed on the hare to run 
through the churchyard at that time ? " " No, and 
please your Highness I did not directly say he did, 
but through the holy ground the hare did go at that 
time." " Get you gone," rejoined the Protector, '* and 
let me hear no such frivolous complaints ; whilst the 
Bishop continues not to give my government any 
offence, let him enjoy his diversion of hunting un- 
molested. "J 

It has been asserted to myself by an old friend that 
Oliver's reply was " Let sleeping dogs lie," but I see no 
mention of this phrase, or how it arose, in " Brewer's 
Dictionary of Phrase and Fable," nor can I re-call what 
authority he gave for his statement. jj — G.E.B. 

* W^itelocke's Memorials, p. 24. 

§ J. M. Falkner in his History of Oxfordshire, p. 288, mentions the new 
building at S. John's College, in 1636, where Laud's munificence contributed 
the funds and Inico Jones designed the quadransle. The greenish marble 
came from Bletchingdon, where Juxon had oUscovered a quarry when 
"hunting." 

t Marah's Memoirs of Juxon, p. 77. 

II Rev. James Wood (Ed. Nuttall's Stand. Diet. ) says, in another work 
of his, a '* Scotch proverb." 



A WATLINGTON COURT ROLL OF THE 15th 

CENTURY.* 

On Tuesday next before the feast of Holy Trinity, 
in the 1 4th year of King Henry VL (1436), a View of 
frank-pledge, or Court Leet, was held at Watlingtou. 
The occurrence of court day was not unusual. The 
Leet was held once a year, at least, till it ceased to be 
of utility. In the R.O., in Fetter Lane, are eight or 
nine Rolls containing accounts of Courts-leet and 
Manorial Courts held at Watlington during the reign 
of the above-named King. 

The View of frank-pledge, or Court-leet, was, and is, 
a Court of Record. It can be held by a subject only 
by grant from the Crown or by prescription. Most of 
the chief manorial lords possessed this privilege, with 
others as well. The lord of Watlington had the assize 
of bread and beer and the right to erect a gallows ; 
but to whom, or at what time, the grant was made I 
do not know. On the death of Sarre de Bydon in the 
reign of Henry HI., the manor escheated to the King, 
who bestowed it on his brother, Richard, King of the 
Romans. On the death of Richard s son, Edmund, 
the manor came again into the king's hands. Subse- 
quently it formed part of the dower of Katherine of 
Valois, widow of Henry V. 

The roll contains, besides the account of the Court 
Leet, the record of two manorial Courts, one held on 
the same day as the Leet, the other in the previous 
March. At the Court Baron, which usually met every 
month, the suitors, called the Homage, were the Judges 

* Chapter House, County Bags, Oxon, No. 25 Roll 19 recto. But these 
MSS. have recently been re-arranged and appear under a different 
description. 
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and decided the cases, the Steward being only President. 
At the earlier of these Manorial Courts fines were paid 
on various accounts, and civil actions, as cases of 
distraint or trespass, were settled. The Homage pre- 
sented that John Caradouce, who held a tenement and 
seven acres freely by charter in Watlington, at an 
annual rent of 2|d., died without heirs, special or 
;eneral, and therefore his land came into the hand of 
iueen Katherine. The property was valued at 68. 8d. 
clear, after all deductions. This is stated to be the 
yearly value, so that Caradouce must have done well. 
At the Court Leet more business and of a different 
description was transacted. There was the View of 
Frank-pledge, an association of twelve persons respon- 
sible for each other s good behaviour. The Leader of 
the twelve was called the Decenner, whose first business 
it was to pay the cert-money. This was a payment 
made to the lord by the suitors for the covenience of 
having the Leet brought to their doors. Otherwise 
they must have attended the Sheriffs' toum in the 
Hundred. The three Decenners, representing Watling- 
ton, Siresfield and Pushill, paid as cert-money £1 Is., 
a considerable sum in those days. Presentment was 
made that certain persons had been sworn and become 
members of their decenna. The oath taken was one 
of loyalty to the King. A sheep had strayed for which 
a fine of 8d. was levied. For selling bad meat and 
stale fish two persons were mulcted threepence apiece. 
The Vicar of Pirton, Henry Turfolde, paid 8d. by way 
of fine for diging chalk and breaking the soil of Queen 
Katherine on Watlington Hill, and carrying it away 
without leave. Several people for cutting twigs in 
Menygrove got into trouble. Others appear to have 
taken themselves off, outside the jurisdiction of the 
leet, rather than face their fate, though what they had 
done is not mentioned. Some innkeepers were fined 
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for excessive charges. Other persons were fined for per- 
mitting nuisances on the highway ; as leaving the 
entrails of animals on the road to Henley. John 
Ducheman had made Homesoken upon JohnDowne with 
one sword. Homesoken means not only burglary, but 
the insulting or intimidating a man in his own house. 
Downe was probably more frightened than hurt as 
Doucheman was merely fined in the usual amount, 3d. 
A number of people were mulcted for brewing and 
brcaklDg the aLize. and one for selling bread under 
weight. For carrying out the assize panis et cervisie 
a special officer called the Aletaster was appointed 
every Michaelmas in the Leet. His duty was to taste 
all the ale made in the district over which he had 
authority. This was done to insure purity. For unfor- 
tunately our ancestors were almost as much given to 
adulteration as ourselves, though quassia, tobacco and 
arsenic were not made use of. Undoubtedly no better 
ale can be brewed than that which is concocted from 
prime malt, Kentish hops and Trent water. But as 
hops were not cultivated in this country till a century 
later than this Court Leet the Aletaster, of necessity, 
knew nothing of good beer. No abstainer could ap- 
prove of his being subjected to such a duty, but his 
discharge of it must have been beneficial. The fine 
imposed for each breach of assize was 3d. 

The decenners of Watlington, William Edwards and 
William Sharpale, presentea that Nicholas Ducheman 
Wever fought or struck Thomas Baker the younger, on 
account of which there was a great concourse of people 
at night and a good deal of fighting. Therefore he 
was at the judgment of the court through his pledge, 
Simon Antony. The fine imposed was 6s. 8d. 
William Woodman also struck William Page. William 
Dawber hit William iWagge with a stick and also John 
atte Noven. For these assaults he was fined 3d. each. 
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But, as I suppose, because he had not any pledges or 
bail, he was arrested and put in the custody of the 
decenners. Probably his not being one of a decenna, 
as we may conclude was the case, arose from the fact 
that he was a servant of Richard " Qaatremayn's." 
The family of Quatremain, whose arms, two pairs of 
clasped hands, seem so curious, wiis of old standing in 
Oxfordshire. This Richard lived, I believe, at Chal- 
grove and must have been one of the leading residents 
in the neighbourhood. Dawber was not long under 
restraint. On Saturday in the second week in Lent, 
John Bailly, John Mersh, and William Carpynter, 
servants of Richard Quatermain with other persons 
unknown vi et armis, that is with sticks and staves, 
took Dawber out of the custody of the decenners, 
contrary to the peace of our lord the King. This 
was of course, a breach of law. How the aflFair ended 
is not stated. 

After the Leet, the ordinary Manorial Court, or 
Court-Baron, was held. There was no business to 
transact worth speaking of. In both Courts the fines 
for offences punishable, but for which no penalty was 
expressly appointed by Statute, were fixed by Officers, 
called Affearers. They took an oath, as also did the 
Aletaster. The Steward or his Deputy held the courts, 
but his name is not given. 

M. T. Pearman. 



JUXON'S ARMS (GLASS). 

Hbralds' College, London, E.C., 

llTH May, 1901. 

The Somerton quarry W.E, in a love knot, I expect 
stands for (W)illiam Fennor, of Somerton, Clerk of 
the Crown, and for (E)lizbeth his wife, dau. of Sir 
William Norreys, of Yattenden, and Ock wells in the 
parish of Brayf 

He died 29th Sept., 1552, and is buried at Somer- 
ton, under an altar-shaped tomb, on the north side of 
the Fermor Chantry, and his arms, impaling those of 
his wife (whose quarterings are — 1 Norreys, 2 Home 
of Saresden, 3 Fabian, and 4 Newborough), are on the 
tomb. 

His first wife was Katherine, dau. of Sir William 
Paulet, Et., and she died 26 May 2 H.8, and was 
buried at Hornchurch, Essex. Her quarterings are — 
1 Pawlet, 2 Eresby, 3 Delamere, and 4 Skelton. 

William fiermor of Somerton, co. Oxon Esq., made 
his will 11 Sept. 1552, and it was proved in London 
8 Nov., 1552 (2y Powell). He leaves a ** clothe of 
arras of y* pictures of the Trinitie and Seynt John 
Baptiste." 

EvERARD Green, Rouge Dragon. 

Note. — The quarries were most likely done at the 
time of the marriage which would of course be earlier 
than the date of his death, 1552, as he married a 
fourth time after the death of Elizabeth. This would 
then make the date agree with the style of the letters : 
say between 1530 and 1540. 

Thomas Garner. 
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Heralds' College, 

8 May, 1901. 

The Juxon impalement is for Katherine dau. of 
Humphrey Walrond, of Ilebruere, co. Somerset, where 
she died 21 Feb. 1622, and she was buried in Ilminster 
Church. Her husband was Thomas Juxon of Somer- 
ton CO. Oxford and of Chicester in Sussex. 

They had one son, John Juxon, of Poplar, and one 
dau. Elizabeth wife of Thomas Porey 1622. Thomas 
Juxon was brother of Archbishop Juxon, and he in- 
dulged in a second wife Jane, dau. of Humphrey 
Levins of Evenley, co. N. ants. She died 9 March 
1635, and was buried in Trinity Church, London. 

The children of the second wife were : —William 
Juxon, who died 17 Oct. 1634, and was buried at 
Evenley ; and Elizabeth, wife of Henry Fisher. 

The blazon of the Walrond shield is : — Argent 3 
bulls' heads cabossed, sable armed or. 

I find that Humphrey Waldron lived at Sed in Il- 
minster and died 17 Feb. 1621 ; and he married 
Elizabeth dau. of Humphrey Coles of Barton, co. 
Somerset. 

Katherine their dau. had a brother Humphrey 
Waldron of Sed appointed . President of Barbadoes, 
created Marquess de Vallado, Conde de Parma, Conde 
de Valderonda, and a grandee uf Spain of the first 
class by Philip of Spain, 5 Aug. 1653. 

EvEBARD Green, Rouge Dragon. 

Note. — The arms appear to be those of Thomas 
Juxon the brother, and not those of William Juxon 
the Rector. They are not quite correctly represented, 
the 4 Blackamoors' heads should be " aflFront^e " and 
not in profile as here shown. This seems clear from 
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the Visitation of London 1634 in the Heralds' College, 
and also from the funeral certificate I 8 and I 24, 
where the Archbiahop\s arms and also those of Thomas 
Juxon, impaling those of Lis second wife, Joane Levins, 
are shewn. 

I cannot find any monument in Evenley Church to 
Joane. There is one to Creswell Levinz, Esq,, A.D 
1700. 

Arms from Burke : — 

Levinz, Northants and Oxon. — Ar. a vine with leaves 
and fruit ppr. over all on a bend sa. I'hree escallops 
erm. (ar. in Papworth.) 

Crest, a squirrel sejeant in a vine all ppr. 

Thomas Garner. 




 The letters W.E. with love-knot, alluded to by Mr. Everard Green, 
are very pretty in themselves but there was no space to include them in 
the plate given shewing the Juxon arms. 



AN ACCOUNT OF THE PARISH REGISTERS 

OF MERTON AND OF THE RECOVERY 

OF A MISSING PORTION. 

The earlier registers of the little parish of Merton, 
in Oxfordshire, are very imperfect. None exist prior 
to 1635 ; and there is no record of a marriage until 
1739. Many entries have been made by the parish 
clerk with wonderful varieties of spelling, and the 
tattered state of the fimt two books is deplorable. 
These earlier register books are described in my notes 
made inl882as(l) a thin folio with parchment cover, 
containing nine loose leaves much worn at the edges 
and torn in places. It comprises : — Baptisms, 1635- 
40; births, 1655-60 ; baptisms, 1684-88, 1718-32; 
burials, 1635-37, 1639-45, 1685-94, 1710-37. (2) 
A small parchment book, on the cover of which is 
written the appointment of a lay " Register," signed 
by Sir Francis Norreys (a magistrate resident at Weston 
on the Green) June 19th, 1655. It contains : — Births, 
1655-6 (re-copied into the earlier book^, 1662-66 ; 
baptisms, 1666-84 ; burials, 1658-84. (3) A narrow 
oblong book with paper leaves bound in leather, con- 
taining :— Baptisms, 1737-1812; burials, 1737-1812; 
marriages, 1739-51. This account tallies with the 
Return sent for the purposes of the Parish Register 
Abstract presented to Parliament in 1833. 

The carelessness of their custody is partly accounted 
for by the unfortunate experiences through which the 
Vicarage passed after the Restoration. White Kennett, 
then Vicar of the adjacent village of Ambrosden, thus 
comments on the neglected condition of the parish of 
Merton in 1695 :— " In late times the Vicarage being 
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scarce worthy acceptance, the Fellows of Exeter 
College have by aoDual turns supplied the said church 
without any institution or residence, contrary to the 
rights of the church, the good of the parish, and the 
honour of religion." (Parochial Antiquities 1st ed., 
p. 671). The correspondence on the subject that 
ensued between Kennett and Dr. Paynter, Rector of 
Exeter College, is given in Boase's " Itcgister of Exeter 
College," published by the Oxford Historical Society. 
But the same objectionable method of serving the 
parish was continued for a full century longer and no 
vicar was instituted until 1796. Out of the sixteen 
marriages recorded in 1739-51 no less than thirteen 
were solemnised in Exeter College Chapel, the contract- 
ing parties being obliged to drive some dozen miles for 
the convenience of the Fellow upon whom the lot had 
ftxUen to be " Preacher of Merton " for the year. 

When a Bill entitled " The Parish Register Preser- 
vation Act, 1882," was brought into the House of 
Commons by Mr. Borlase, I made an exact copy of the 
Registers no longer in use. The pages had been orderly 
numbered in the oldest book and the leaf containing 
pp. 13 and 14 was missing. I noted that Dunkin in 
his account of Merton in ''BuUingdon and Ploughley 
Hundreds " (published 1823) had an extract from this 
missing leaf, while in the Return made to the Govern- 
ment Enquiry in 1833 it was wanting; it had there- 
fore, apparently, been accidentally lost some time 
within the decade, as might easily have been the case 
since all the leaves were detached from one another. 
But by a lucky chance this straying leaf has been 
lately recovered. In September, 1902, I found in a 
second-hand bookshop Dunkin's private copy of his 
" BuUingdon and Ploughley Hundreds," with some 
additional plates and MS. notes inserted and containing 
several loose papers Ijing between the leaves. Among 
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the latter I recognised this lost portion of the Merton 
Register — the two pages of the leaf being duly num- 
bered 13 and 14 respectively. It had 57 entries 
comprising all the burials from April, 1695, to August, 
1710. Some are of extra-parochial interest. 

" July the 22th day there was buried Edward Irons 
gentelman who was brought from Gosford Ano Dom 
1697." 

" Mrs. Elizabeth Irons widow who died in the parrish 
of Kidlington and was buried at Martton y* 12th day 
of March 1699." 

" Thomaa Dunkin of this parrish yeoman was buried 
the 18th day of January in y* year of our Lord 1704." 

" Mrs. Mary Dickenson widow on of the daughters 
of Sir James Harington barronet dyed at St Albans 
in Hartfordshire and was buried att Martton on the 
3d day of december In the year of our Lord 1701." 

" Mr. John Irons gentelman who died in the parrish 
of Kidlington and was buried at Marton the 20 second 
day of June 1705." 

" William Irons of y* same parish yeoman was buried 
the 4th day of July in y* year 1705." 

Dunkin records in his diary that on August 18th, 
1819, he came in the morning to Merton and "ex- 
amined the Register and Churchwardens books," and 
in the afternoon proceeded on the same errand to 
Charlton. Probably being pressed for time he was 
allowed to borrow this particular leaf for genealogical 
purposes as he claimed relationship with the Irons 
family, of which there are a few more entries besides 
those given above. In the light of this incident, how- 
ever, his remarks on the Merton Registers in his printed 
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history are more than amusing : — " These documents 
like many others belonging to the neighbouring 
villages have sustained much injury from the careless- 
ness of those to whom they have been entrusted and 
many portions irrecoverably lost. What is now left 
is carefully preserved by the present Vicar." 

The *' lost and found " leaf of the Register after an 
absence of 83 years again occupies its original place, 
and renders the tale of burials from 1658 to the present 
time complete. As the volume in which it has so long 
reposed has changed hands three or four times since 
Mr. Dunkius death in 1846, its preservation is most 
fortunate. It is curious, too, that a former Vicar of 
Merton, intimately acquainted with its registers, should 
by a mere chance have had the satisfaction of discover- 
ing and restoring this missing portion. 

E. R. Massey. 




OXFORDSHIRE PREPARATIONS FOR THE 

PRINCE OF ORANGE. 

The foUowiDg letter was found in a cupboard in the 
Town Hall at Woodstock. Its presence there is 
accounted for by the fact that two Town Clerks of 
Woodstock were also Clerks of the Peace for the 
County of Oxford, Edward Ryves, who was Clerk of 
the Peace from 1763 to 1767, and Thomas Walker, 
who succeeded him and resigned the oflBce in 1777. 
When the latter's successor was appointed, a few 
bundles of documents were left behind at Woodstock, 
and are consequently now in my custody. 

As the letter relates to one of the most exciting 
periods in our history, it is perhaps necessary to refresh 
our memory of the events of that day, especially as 
far as they relate to Oxfordshire. 

After James 11. had reigned a few years, his absolute 
rule alienated many of his supporters and officials, who 
were thereupon replaced by others who would be more 
subservient to the King's designs. In this way the 
Earl of Abingdon was discharged from the Lord 
Lieutenancy of Oxfordshire in July, 1687, and was 
replaced in October, 1688, by the Earl of Litchfield. 
During the vacancy of the office, an invitation to the 
Prince of Orange had been numerously signed by the 
prelates and peers and leading commoners of the king- 
dom. I cannot say whether Lord Abingdon was one 
of the signatories, but at all events he sent £30,000 
to assist the Prince's expedition and was the first peer 
to join him after his landing. But it was not till 
October that James was really alarmed by the invita- 
tion. At once he began making concessions right and 
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left. The High Commiflsion Court was abolished ; the 
Charter of the City of London was restored in state ; 
a proclamation was issued restoring the forfeited 
franchises of the Municipal Corporations (including 
Woodstock), and Anthony Wood gives a lively account 
of the reading of this proclamation at Carfax in Ox- 
ford. But even with these concessions he was still 
afraid of the Prince, and on the 19 th of October, 
1688, sent this letter under his sign-manual and 
countersigned by the Earl of Sunderland, President of 
the Council, ordering the Lord Lieutenant of Oxford- 
shire to call out the horse-militia in view of the intended 
invasion. The very same day the Prince of Orange 
set sail from Holland only to be driven back by a 
storm two days later. For the next fortnight all 
London watched the vane on Bow steeple and prayed 
for a '* Protestant wind," and at last, on the first of 
November, the Prince set sail and eventually landed 
in Torbay on the anniversary of Guy Fawkes day. 
Whether Lord Litchfield and his horse-militia ever 
joined the King's forces or captured any evil-disposed 
persons I have no means of knowing, but the Earl of 
Abingdon was restored to his position as Lord Lieu- 
tenant in April, 1689. 

A. Ballard. 



JAMES R. 



Right Trusty and Right Wellbeloved Cousin, We 
greet you well. Whereas We find it necessary upon 
this intended invasion that the Kingdom should be in 
a posture of defence, We do hereby authorize and 
require you forthwith to raise such part of the Horse 
Militia as you shall think requisite for preventing evil 
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disposed persons to go to the Enemy, and for Securing 
the peace and quiet of the Countrey : leaving it to you, 
upon any exigency that may happen, to raise such 
part of the Foot Militia us you shall think necessary 
for the purposes aforesaid. And Our further pleasure 
is, that, in case you shall find, that any person of what 
quality soever, is endeavouring to raise men, without 
a Commission from Us, or doing anything else, which 
may disturb the peace of Our Government, you forth- 
with give order for seizing and securing the said 
persons, with their adhaerents and accomplices. And 
We do also authorize and require you to do, what you 
shall fuither think requisite for Our Service, and the 
Security and peace of those parts, relying entirely 
upon your prudence and conduct. And so We bid you 
heartily Farewell. Given at Our Court at Whitehall 
the 19th day of October 1688 in the fourth year of 
Our Reigne. 

By Bis Ma'*" Command, 

Sunderland, P. 

Addressed on the outside : — 

To Our Right Trusty and Right Wellbeloved Cousin 
Edward Henry Earl of Litchfield Our Lieutenant of 
Our County of Oxford. 



IN MEMORIAM. 

On the 9th September, 1902, by the death of the 
Rev. David Royce, M.A., Vicar of Nether Swell, 
Gloucestershire, at the age of 85, the Society lost the 
last survivor of the original members at its institution 
in 1852, and one who for many yccars, until old age 
and distance from Oxford hindered, took an active and 
valuable part in its operations. From 1872 to 1883 
he was one of our Secretaries, and in 1883 was chosen 
as a Vice-President. Our Transactions are indebted 
to him for the Account of Chtnnor issued in 1874, 
the History of Great Tew and South Neivington in 
1875, and the Historical Notices of Crojyredy in 1879. 
In 1861 he published the Histoiy arid Antiquities of 
Stow-on-the- Wold, and in 1892 the first volume of 
the Register of the Abbey of Winchcomb, from original 
MSS. in the possession of Lord Sherborne. Upon the 
completion of the second, and last, volume of this im- 
portant work, he was still employed at the time of his 
death, vigorous until the end. Loved by all his friends, 
in his parish he was the object of the highest esteem 
and respect, twice receiving most gratifying and 
handsome testimonials, the second occasion being that 
of the celebration in 1901 of hia golden, and truly 
happy, wedding. One who had been a friend for 
upwards of half a century writes this short record of 
a valued co-worker in our Society. 

W. D. M. 



Note. — As this Report is passing through the press 
we regret to hear that our late Treasurer, the Hon. 
B. J. Stapleton, has passed away suddenly on March 
21st, 1903. The great interest that he has always 
taken in this Society has been much appreciated by 
the members, and we hear of his death with much 
regret. 
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RULES. 
[Revised in 1881.] 

l.^That this Society shall be called " The North Oxfordshire 
ArchflBological Society, (in the year 1887 the title was altered to. 
The Oxfordshire ArchcBohgical Society") 

2. — That its object shall be the study and preservation of the 
Antiquities, Ecclesiastical, Civil, and Military, of (North) Ox- 
fordshire, and portions of the adjoining counties. 

3. — That it shall avoid all topics of Religious or Political 
Controversy. 

4. — That the names of persons proposed as ordinary members 
shall be sent to one ot the Secretaries, before any .meeting of the 
Committee, with the names of two members proposing and second- 
ing, and that such candidates shall be voted for at the next 
Committee or General Meeting ; the votes of the majority to be 
decisive. 

5. — That Honorary Members may be proposed through the 
Committee for election in the same manner as the Ordinary 
Members. Such Honorary Members not to be eligible as Officers 
of the Society, nor to have any pecuniary interest in the property 
of the Society, nor to vote in any matter affecting its constitution 
or finances ; but in all other respects to enjoy the same privileges 
as the ordinary Members. 

6. — That ladies shall be admissible as Members. 

7. — That Ordinary Members shall pay an annual subscription 
of five shillings, to be due on the first of January in every year ; 
or else a life composition of two guineas. That if any Member's 
subscription shall be in arrear for two years, he may be removed 
from the Society at the discretion of the Committee. 

8. — That the Officers of the Society shall be, a President, six 
Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, two General Secretaries, and not less 
than six other members of Committee, and that the affairs of the 
Society be conducted by those Officers, of whom five shall form 
a quorum. 

9. — That these Officers, with the exception of the' President, 
shall be elected annually, at the first General Meeting, but the 
President every third year. All such Officers to be re-eligible. 



That the Society shall also elect annnally at the Bame time with 
the other Officers, one Member not bein^ an Officer, to audit the 
Society's accounts. A.11 vacancies occumng during the year to be 
filled up at the General Heetinj^ of the Society. 

10. — That an annual meeting shall be held at some convenient 
place in connection with an excursion to places of interest in the 
neighbourhood, when the reports of the Treasurer and Secretaries 
shall be preaent«d and the election of Officers made. 

11. — That the Reports of the Treasurer and Secretaries, 
together with a Ibt of the members, and such papers on Arch- 
teolo^cal subjects as may have been approved by the Committee, 
be prmted annually. 

12. — That each member shall have the right of introducing a 
friend at any meeting of the Society which is not summoned for 
transaction of private buainess, by giving the name of such friend, 
in writing, to any member of the Committee then present. 

13. — That the Officer in the chair shall be the sole interpreter 
of the rules, and have unlimited authority in all qnestions of order. 

14. — That no new Rule shall be passed, and no alteration made 
in any existing rule, unless notice of such proposed new Rule or 
alteration have been given to the Committee one month at least 
before the General Annual Meeting, the Committee giving notice 
of such proposal thereupon to the members. 
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EXCURSIONS, &c. 

1854, 18 July. RoUright and Rollright Stones ; Little Compton ; 
Chastleton ; Meeting at Chipping Norton, and Papers read. 

1856, 3 Aug. Swalcliffe ; Brailes ; Compton Wjrnyates ; Tysoe; 
Edgehill ; Warmington ; Shotteswell ; Hanwell ; Meet- 
ing at Banbury, and Papers read. 

4 Aug. Adderbury ; Somerton ; Middleton Stoney ; 

Weston-on-the-Green ; Wendlebury ; Alchester ; Meet- 
ing at Bicester, and Papers read. 

1857, 9 Feb. Meeting at Banbury ; Papers read by Sir H. Dby- 
DBN and Rev. W. Wilson. 

15 May. Walking Excursion from Banbury, through 

Warkworth and Middleton Cheney to Chacombe. 

. . July. [The Committee to Ditchley and Enstone.] 

1858, 14 May. Walking Excursion from Heyford Station to 
Rousham, Steeple Barton, and Steeple Aston. 

Walking Excursion from Culham Station to Clifton Hamp- 
den, Dorchester, Little Wittenham, and Long Wittenham. 

Excavation of tumuli in Wychwood Forest. 

1859, Warwick, Guy's Cli£E ; Coventry , Kenilworth. 

28 Sept. Bletchingdon ; Islip ; Cutteslowe ; Yamton. 

1860, No Excursion. 

1861, 5 June. Tackley ; Woodstock ; Blenheim ; Stonesfield ; 
and the Roman Villa. 

7 Oct. Kenilworth. 



1862-4. No Excursion. 

1865, 18 Sept. Bledington; Iccomb; Stow-on-the-Wold ; 
Eingham. 

1866, No Excursion. 

1867, 11 Sept. Hook Norton; Swalcliffe; Tadmarton; Brough- 
ton. 

1868, 24 Aug. Eynsham; Stanton Harcourt ; Coggs; Witney; 
Minster Lovel. 

1869, No Excursion. 



1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 
1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 



1879 
1880 
1881 



1882 

1883 
1884 
1885 

1886 

1887 
1888 



16 June. Shipton-nnder-Wychwood ; Swinbrook; ARt« 
hall; Borford. 

1 Aug. Ducklington ; Gokethorpe ; Stanlake ; Yelf ord ; 
Bampton. 

2 October. Horley; Hanwell; Great Bourton; Crop- 
redy; Banbury. 

10 July. Handborough ; Northleigh ; the Roman Villa ; 
Stonesfield ; Combe. 

16 July. Thame ; Ghinnor ; Shirbum ; Watlington. 

8 July. Great Tew; South Newington; Barford St. 
Michael and Barford St. John ; Adderbury. 

4 July. Oddington; Charlton-on-Otmoor ; Boarstall! 
Piddington; Ambrosden; Bicester. 

4 Sept. Ditchley; Spelsbury; Enstone; Charlbury; 
Heythrop. 

13 June. Chastleton House, Church, and Camp (by 
special invitation from Miss Whitmore-Jones). 

24 July. Middleton Cheney ; Chacombe ; Wardington ; 
Williamscote ; Cropredy. 

26 June. Launton; Stratton Audley ; Caversfield; Buck- 
neU; Middleton Stoney ; Bicester. 

23 June. Marsh Baldon; TootBaldon; Garsington; Cud- 
desdon ; Forest Hill ; Stanton St. John. 

5 July. Wroxton Abbey and Church ; Alkerton ; Horn- 
ton ; Edgehill ; Arlescote and Nadbury Camp ; Warm- 
ington. 

3 July. Upper Heyford ; Somerton ; Fritwell ; Souldem; 
King's Sutton ; Adderbury. 

4 July. Stratford-on-Avon. ^ 

23 July. Dorchester; Ewelme; Warborough. 

15 July. Fairford; Quennington; Langford; Broughton 
Pogis ; Little Faringdon ; Lechlade. 

5 July. Lewknor; Stokenchurch ; Ibstone; Aston 
Rowant. 

12 July. Swalcliffe; Brailes; Compton Wynyates. 

3 July. Pangboume ; Whitchurch ; Maple Durham ; 
Caversham. 



1889, 9 July. Rotherfield Greys, 



10 

1890, 16 July. White Horse Hill; Wayland Smith's Cave; 
Uffington and Childrey, Berks (in connection with the 
Berks ArchaBological Society). 

1891, 30 June. Ducklington ; Witney ; Minster Lovel ; Bur- 
ford. 

1892, 5 July. Wardington ; Byfield ; Fawsley Park ; Canon's 
Ashby. 

1893, 20 June. S. Edburg's Church, Bicester; Caversfield; 
Fringford ; Tusmore House ; Souldem ; Ajmho Park. 

1894, 12 June. Iffley ; Nuneham Park ; Abingdon. 

1895, 25 June. Stanton Harcourt ; Standlake ; Northmoor. 

1896, 9 June. Oreat Milton; Great Haseley; Watlington; 
Shirbum Castle. 

1897, 15 June. Stanton St. John; Studley Priory ; Boarstall; 
Brill; Oakley. 

1898, 14 June. Dorchester; Dike Hill; Little Wittenham; 
Long Wittenham. 

25 Aug. Special Excursion. Middleton Park; Fritwell 

Manor House ; Church of S. James, Ap, k M., Somerton. 

1899, 13 June. Fyfield Church and Manor ; Pusey; Buckland; 
Carswell Manor. 

1900, 12 June. BecUey; Studley Priory; Charlton-on-Ot- 
moor; IsUp; Wood-Eaton. 

1901, 6 June. Broughton Castle ; Wrozton Abbey ; Shottes- 
well Church. 

1902, 5 June. Wallingford and Ewelme. 

1903, 9 June. Stoneleigh Abbey ; Eenilworth ; Warwick. 
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS. 

1. — Rules and List of Members, 1853. 28 copies. Price 6d. 

2.— First Report, 1854 ; pp. 7. None left. 

3. — Transactions, 1853 — 5 ; including Papers by Rev. P. Hook- 
ins on some uses of Archseology ; by Mr. Thomas Beesley 
on Roman Remains near Banbury and on coins from 
Evenley ; by the Hon. and Rev. Lord Alwyne Compton on 
the Civil War and Siege of Banbury; by Rev. Edwd. 
Payne on Execution of Charles I. ; by Mr. A. B. Rye on 
the Camp at Madmarston and its Ancient Town ; by Mr. 
Thomas Beesley on Coins found there, and on the Rollright 
Stones ; by Mr. Wm. King on Cold Norton Priory ; by 
Rev. P. Hookins on the same ; by Rev. J. W. Hewett on 
Paving Tiles, a monumentarium ; and by Mr. C. Faulkner 
on Parish Registers. 61 copies, pp. 121, with 12 engrav- 
ings. Price, Members, 2s. ; Non-Members, 3s. 6d. 

4. — Report, 1856-7, with Notes on Excursions ; pp. 16. 99 
copies. Price, Members, 3d. ; Nan-Members, 6d. 
Papers, 6th February, 1857, Sir Henry Dryden on Early 
Earthworks; Rev. W. Wilson on Geology of Banbury. 
12 copies. Members or Non-Members, 3d. 

6. — ^Transactions, 1857-8. Rev. Jenner Marshall on Alchester ; 
Rev. W. L. Brown on the same ; Mr. Wing on Parochial 
Perambulations ; pp. 24, with 3 engravings. 27 copies. 
Price, Members, 9d. ; Non-Members, Is. 6d. 
Alchester, in a separate paper, pp. 16. 19 copies. Price, 
Members, 3d. ; Non-Members, 6d. 

6. — Report, 1857-8, and papers on Cotteslowe ; pp. 8 and 7. 
Both out of print. 

7. — Report, 1860-1, with Notes from Rawlinson MSS. relating 
to Banbury ; pp. 19 and 7. Out of print. 

8. — Report 1865, with visit to Bleddington, Iccomb, Stow-on-the- 
Wold, Daylesford, and Eingham; pp. 9. 11 copies 
Price, Members, 2d. 

9.— Report, 1867, with visit to Hook Norton, Swalcliffe, Tad- 
marton, Broughton, and Wroxton; pp. 11. 26 copies. 
Price, Members, 2d. 
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10. — Report, 1870, with visits to Sliipton-imder-Wychwood, Swin- 
brook, Asthall, and Burford ; pp. 27. 37 copies. Price* 
Members, 4d. ; Non-Members, 8d. 

11. — Report, 1871, with visits to DuckUngton, Cokethorpe, Stan- 
lake, Yelford, and Bampton ; pp. 53. 34 copies. Price, 
Members, 6d. ; Non-Members, Is. 

12. — Transactions, 1874. Rev. D. Royce's Account of Chinnor ; 
>p. 21. 64 copies. Price, Members, 6d. ; Non-Mem- 



pp. Zi. 
hers. Is. 



13. — Transactions, 1876, with Rev. D. Royce's Account of Great 
Tew and South Newington, pp. 50. 90 copies. Price, 
Members, Is. ; Non-Members, 2s. 

14. — Transactions, 1878, with Rev. E. Marshall's Account of the 
Parish of Deddington ; pp. 46. None left. 

15. — Transactions, 1879, with the Rev. D. Royce's Account of 
Cropredy, with engravings. Out of print. 

16. — Transactions, 1880, with Rev. W. D. Macray's Index to the 
Parish Registers of DuckUngton; pp. 70. 50 copies. 
Price, MerrSbers, Is. ; Non-Members, 2s. 

17. — Transactions, 1882, with Rev. P. Hookins' Account of Frit- 
well; Part I., Ecclesiastical and 2 engravings; pp.19. 
28 copies. Price, Members, 6d., Non-Members, Is. 

18. — Fritwell, Part II., Manorial; pp. 19. 38 copies. Price, 
MenAers, 6d. ; Non-Members, Is. 

19. — ^Fritwell, Part III., Miscellaneous, and 1 engraving ; pp. 12. 
35 copies. Price, Members, 6d. ; Non-Members, Is. 

20. — Report, 1885, with visits to Fairford, Quennington, Coin St. 
Aiwyn, Hatherop, East Leach, Broughton Po^, Little 
Faringdon, and Langford ; pp. 16 andf 4 engravings. 70 
copies. Price, Members, 6d. ; Non-Members, Is. 

21. — Report, 1886, with visits to Ad well, South Weston, Lewknor, 
^ Stokenchurch, Ibstone, and Aston Rowant ; pp. 14 and 2 
i: engravings. 80 copies. Price, Members, 6d. ; Non-Mem- 

f^f bers. Is. 

22. — Transactions, 1887, with Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Oough's Account 
of the Parish of Souldem; pp. 36. 72 copies. Price, 
Members, 9d. ; Non-Members, Is. 6d. 

23. — Report, 1887, with visit to Swalcliffe, Brailes, Compton 
Wynyates ; pp. 8, and 2 engravings. 25 copies. Price, 
Members, 4d. ; Non-Members, 8d. 
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24. — Report, 1888-9, with visits to Pangboume, Whitchurch, 
Hardwick, Maple Durham, Caversham, Dorchester, Greys' 
Court, and Rotherfield Greys ; pp. 27, and 3 engravings. 
27 copies. Price, Meffihers, Is. ; Non-Members, 2s. 

25. — ^Transactions, 1890, with Rev. M. T. Pearman's Account of 
the Hundre(k of Chiltem in Oxfordshire; pp. 20, and 
map. 30 copies. Price, Members, Is. ; Non-Member, 2s. 

26. — ^Report, 1890, with visits to The Blowing Stone, Ridgeway, 
Camp, Wayland Smith's Cave, Uffington, and Sparsholt, 
also Note on an Exchequer Receipt, found in Wardington 
CSiurch, and an Inventory of Church Plate in the Deanery 
of Witney ; the first by ike Rev. Canon W. Wood, and 
the second by the Rev. W. D. Macray ; pp. 34, and 2 en- 
gravings. 27 copies. Price, Members, Is. ; Non-Mem- 
oers, 2s. 

27. — ^Transactions, 1892, with Rev. M. T. Pearman's Account of 
the Descent of the Manors of Pirton and Haseley ; pp. 24. 
27 copies. Price, Members only. Is. 

28. — Report, 1891, with visits to Ducklington, Witney, Minster 
Lovel, and Burford ; pp. 22, 3 photos, and 2 engravings. 
24 copies. Price, Members, 2s. ; Non-Members without 
photos, Is. 

29. — Report, 1892, with visits to Wardington, Byfield, Fawsley, 
and Canon's Ashby ; also Hon. B. J. Stapleton's Report 
on Conference of Archsdological Societies ; pp. 24, and en- 
gravings. 52 copies. Price, Members, 9a. ; Non-Mem- 
hers. Is. 6d. 

30. — ^Transactions, 1893, with Rev. M. T. Pearman's Account of 
the Parish of Checkenden ; pp. 47. 32 copies. Price, 
Members only, Is. 6d. 

31. — Transactions, 1894, with Rev. E. Marshall's Inventory of the 
Church Plate in the Deaneiy of Woodstock ; pp. 34 and 
2 collotypes. 4 copies. Price, Members, Is. ; Non-Mem- 
bers, 2s. 

32. — ^Transactions, 1894, with the Rev. M. T. Pearman's Account 
of Caversham ; pp. 54. 23 copies. Price, Members only, 
2s. 

33.— Report, 1893, with the Hon. B. J. Stapleton's Report on 
Conference of Archteological Societies and visit to Cavers- 
field, Fringford, Tusmore, Souldem, Aynhoe« Nuneham, 
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Abingdon, and Ifflej ; also Sir H. Diyden's Account of 
Caversfield Church ; pp. 23, and 3 engravings. 31 copies. 
Price, Members, 9d. ; Non'Membera, Is. 6d. 

34. — Transactions, 1896, with Hon. B. J. Stapleton*s Inventory 
of the Church Plate of the Deanery of Oxford ; pp. 45. and 
4 collotypes. None left. 

35. — Report, 1895-6., with Catalogue of Books, Pamphlets, &c., 
belonging to the Society ; the Hon. B. J. Stapleton's Re- 
port on Congress of ArchsBoIogical Societies ; visit to Great 
Milton, Great Haseley, WatUngton, and Shirbum Castle, 
notice of the portrait of Erasmus at Shirbum Castle ; also 
Sir H. Dryden's Theory of Recess in N. wall of Chancel 
in Great Milton Church ; pp. 26, and 2 collotypes and 1 
engraving. 39 copies. Price, ^Members, Is. ; Non- 
Members, 2s. 

36.— Transactions, 1898, with Rev. M. T. Pearman's " Additonal 
Notices of Checkenden Rectory," to complete former ac- 
count in 1893. 69 copies. Price, Members only, 9d. 

37.— Report, 1897 and 1898, with Hon. B. J. Stapleton's Reports 
on 9th and 10th Congress of Archaeological Societies, held 
at Burlington House ; Notes on Somerton Church by Rev. 
G. E. Barnes ; print of Erasmus at Somerton Rectory ; 
*' Wayside, Churchyard, and Market Crosses," by Rev. E. 
Marshall, F.S.A. ; Notice on Dolmens at Enstone, kc., by 
Sir H. Dryden ; pp. 51, and 2 collotypes and 2 engravings. 
7 copies. Price, Members, Is. 6d. ; Non-Members, 2b. 

38. — Report, 1899. Notes on Fjrfield Manor, Abinsdon ; ditto 
Church of S. Nicholas; Pusey and Boarstau "Charter 
Horns " ; Epitaphs Pusey Church ; Notes on BucUand 
Church, by Rev. G. E. Barnes ; Report of 11th Congress 
of Archaeological Societies, 1899, by Geo. Loveday, Esq. ; 
*' Consecration Crosses in Churches," by late Rev. E. 
Marshall (vice-president) ; pp. 31, and 4 engravings. 18 
copies. Price, Members, Is. 6d. ; Non-Menmrs, 2s. 

39. — Transactions, 1899, with Rev. M. T. Pearman's Notes on 
Bolney Church and Manor, and on other Lands of Walter 
Giffard. 20 copies. Price, Members, Is. 6d. 

40. — Transactions, 1900, with Rev. C. E. Prior's Account of Ot- 
moor, and Notes on the Botany of Otmoor, by G. Claridge 
Druce, M.A., F.L.S. 33 copies. Pricej Members, 6d. ; 
Non-Members, 9d. 
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41. — Report, 1900, with visits to Beckley, Studley Priory, Charl- 
ton-on-Otmoor, Islip, and Wood-Eaton ; Juzon*s Rectory, 
Somerton ; Rood Screen at Charlton ; " Murderous A&ay 
near Stonor in 1535," by Rev. M. T. Pearman ; pp. 24 and 
mgravings. 32 copies. Price, Members, Is. 6d. ; Non- 
members, 2s. 

42. — Transactions, 1901, with Rev. M. T. Pearman's Account of 
Nuffield ; pp. 20. 53 copies. Price, Members, Is. 6d. ; 
, Nan-Members, 2s. 

43. — Transactions, 1903, with History of Black Bourton, by Miss 
M. G. Lupton, revised by Rev. W. D. Macray ; pp. 123. 
12 copies. Price, Members, 3s. 6d. ; Non-Members, 4s. 6d. 

44. — Report, 1901, with visits to Broughton Castle, Wroxton 
Abbey, and Shotteswell Church ; some reminiscences of 
John Dunkin, by Rev. E. R. Massey ; Culham Sanctuary, 
by Rev. M. T. Pearman ; pp. 28, and 2 engravings. 40 
copies. Price, MenAers, Is. 6d. ; Non-Members, 2s. 

45. — Report, 1902, with visits to Wallingford and Ewelme; 
Tympanum and Rood Screen at Somerton Church by Rev. 
G. E. Barnes; Juxon Coat of Arms (glass) at Somerton 
Rectory, by Everard Green, Rouge Dragon ; a WatUngton 
Court Roll of the 15th Century by Rev. M. T. Pearman ; 
Recovery of missing portion of Merton Parish Registers by 
Rev. E. R. Massey ; Oxfordshire preparations for the 
Prince of Orange by A. Ballard; pp. 30 and three 
engravings. 45 copies. Price, Members, Is. 6d. ; Non- 
Members, 2s. 

46. — Report, 1903, with Church Dedications and Ancient Customs 
m the Deaneries of Islip and Bicester by Rev. C. E. Prior ; 
Restoration of Fritwell Church in 1864, description of, 
by Rev. S. York ; pp. 45 and 2 engravings. Price, Mem- 
bers, Is. 6d. ; Non-Members, 2s. 
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ANNUAL EXCURSION, 1903. 

This took place on Tuesday, 9th of June, when 
twenty-one members assembled at Leamington Station 
and drove to Stoneleigh Abbey, where, by the kind- 
ness of Lord Leigh, special permission was given to 
see everything of interest. The heavy rain, however, 
precluded a visit to the gardens, and an arch-way, to 
which his Lordship in his letter suggested attention as 
worthy of note. The drive through the grounds and 
woods with its magnificent Rhododendrons was greatly 
admired. Kenilworth was next visited, and after- 
wards Warwick Castle, and the other well-known 
objects of importance in that most interesting town. 



FRITWELL. 

RESTORATION OF THE PARISH CHURCH 

IN 1864. 

The history of Fritwell in the hundred of Plough- 
ley and district of Bicester has been very carefully 
treated in three parts (see this Society's Transactions 
in 1882, Nos. 17, 18, and 19), L Ecclesiastical, 
11. Manorial, III. Miscellaneous, by the late Rev. 
Philip Hookins, a member of this Society, and the 
present notice, therefore, refers simply to the restora- 
tion of the Parish Church in the year 1864. For- 
tuitously, our Society is enabled to print a sketch of 
the Church of St. Olave previous to that event by the 
late Joseph Wilkins, a parishioner of Deddington, a 
man in humble circumstances, who, although quite 
untaught, evinces a certain amount of talent, and has 
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left to be seen in many cottages in the neighbourhood 
very fairly accurate representations of certain Oxford- 
shire Churches. The present illustration is from a 
sepia drawing, noticed by one of our members, Mr. 
T. Garner, in the private dwelling of Miss Plumbe, at 
Fritwell, and lent by her to our Society for publication, 
and as a record of the Church is of great interest. 
The restoration of our Parish Churches which have 
fallen into serious decay is a matter which, unfor- 
tunately, depends upon a variety of circumstances, 
such as funds realized, ideas of the architect, or the 
views of the parishioners at the important conjunc- 
ture. As regards this Church it would presumably 
seem that the architect held decided views of his own, 
and so removed the clerestory windows, the battle- 
ments, and the lead roof, substituting a high-pitched 
tiled roof to the Nave and lantern one to the Tower, 
a possible conception, it may be, of the Church in 
earlier times. Comparisons are said to be odious, 
still it may not seem unjust criticism to remark, 
although there may have been many difiSculties 
financially or otherwise at the time, that the Church 
shewn in the illustration exhibits a far more interest- 
ing and important-looking edifice than the present 
existing one. The Rev. S. York, formerly Vicar of 
Fritwell, and at present Rector of Fifield, to whose 
strenuous exertions are due the making of the Church 
in its then dilapidated condition, ** fit for Divine 
Service," kindly furnishes the following information: — 
"The work of restoration commenced on June 1st, 
1864, and the re-opening services were held on June 
5th, 1865, when Bishop Wilberforce preached at the 
morning service, and thirty Clergy were present. 
The removal of the dilapidated hign pews, and the 
gallery led to the discovery of some oak benches, 
which are faithfully copied for the new seating both 
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in the Nave and Chancel. The Early-English Tower 
showed many a crack, and was entirely re-built, with 
the addition of a short spire covered with oak shingles. 
The north wall, south porch, and chancel walls were 
also rebuilt, all being in a deplorable condition of 
disrepair. New open roofs were placed in the Nave 
and Chancel. The old Chancel-arch (Norman) was 
very low, shutting out all view of the altar from the 
aisle seats, and even from parts of the Nave ; it 
originally appeared to have formed the entrance to a 
small apse, the Early-English Chancel having been 
added later. The architect for the restoration, Mr. 
Street, decided on removing it, stone by stone, to its 
present position on the north side of the Chancel, 
sUghtly raising it with the design of making it an 
entrance to a Vestry and Organ Chamber. A fine well- 
proportioned Gothic arch was substituted with low 
stone parapet intended to be ornamented with metal- 
work as a Chancel-screen. A new Gothic east window 
was placed in the Chancel, and the former plain and 
smaller window removed to the north aisle." 

This account opportunely explains the meaning of 
what has hitherto been a puzzle to visitors to the 
Church, and also the subject of many conjectures, 
namely, the Norman arch with slight recess on the 
north side of the chancel. It is now, therefore, an 
ascertained fact that it was the original Norman arch 
of the Chancel, removed stone by stone, and re-built 
in its present position. 

G. E. S. 
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DEDICATIONS OF CHURCHES, WITH SOME 

NOTES AS TO VILLAGE FEASTS AND 

OLD CUSTOMS IN THE DEANERIES 

OF ISLIP AND BICESTER. 

The Oxfordshire Archseological Society, at a Com- 
mittee meeting held September 25th, 1901, decided to 
submit questions on the above-mentioned subjects to 
the Incumbents of the County in the belief that " the 
migration of people from rural districts, and other 
causes are obliterating the memory of much in the 
past, which it is still possible to record/' Our thanks 
are due to those who have aided in this work, and in 
many cases we cannot help thinking there is more to be 
gleaned. Customs, which sometimes, perhaps, had their 
source in the days of Paganism, and which, after being 
christianised and adapted to the uses of the Catholic 
Church, lost much of their colouring after the Refor- 
mation, deserve in the days of their decrepitude 
something better than contemptuous indifference. 

With regard to Village Feast-Days for instance, the 
traveller abroad always knows when the Festival of the 
Assumption is being kept by cannons, bells, and all 
sorts of rejoicing, religious and secular, but in three- 
and-a-half centuries and more the observance of it 
in England has not quite died out. Anyone who 
wanders up from the grassy lanes of Otmoor into the 
little village of Horton on one of the latter days of 
September wiU find perhaps a woman selling ginger- 
breads at a stall. She will tell you it is the feast-day, 
and that is all she knows. Tou learn by enquiry how 
this parish was once one with Reckley parish, and you 
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yisit Beckley Church and see in the old glaas windows 
some traces of the Assumption legend , and whole 
pages of interesting study are opened up. It is so 
with most villages. It must be remembered that the 
date of Village Feasts has been aflfected by various 
causes. Some Festival connected with the Saint^ in 
whose name the Parish Church is dedicated, has 
originally fixed the date of the Festival, or it may 
have been fixed on the anniversary of the Consecration 
of the Church. The Sunday in the octave of the 
Feast-Day was naturally the day of general observance 
of the occasion, as being itself a holiday. Subsequently, 
as stricter views about Sunday observance prevailed, 
the secular part of the observance has been transferred 
to the following Monday, " Feast Sunday " still retain- 
ing that title. Many Feast-days have been affected by 
the Canon of July 19th, 1535, in which Convocation 
provided that — 1. The festival of the dedication of 
each parish-church should be kept on a Sunday instead 
of a week-day — the first Sunday in October. 2. That 
the festival of the Saint in whose name any parish- 
church was dedicated should not be observed as a day 
of compulsory cessation from labour, unless otherwise 
a holy day. 3. That no festivals in harvest-time (that 
is between July 1st and September 29th) should be 
observed with compulsory cessation of labour except 
feasts of the Apostles, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
and the feast of S. George." — Blunt's History of the 
Reformation, voL i. p. 490. In many cases, of course, 
the Reform of the Calendar in 1751, by Act of Parlia- 
ment, has deferred the village feast-day. It was then 
enacted that in 1752 eleven days should be suppressed 
between the 2nd and 14th of September, so that the 
third day of that month should be called the 1 4th. 

General information about old customs may be found 
in such books as Strutt's '' Sports and Pastimes," Hone's 
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'• Every Day Book," and Chambers' " Book of Days." 
The derivations of " Morris," and " Yule," are discussed 
in Skeat's Dictionary ; and others in Halliwell-Phillips 
and J. Wright's Dictionaries. 



DEANBRT OF ISLIP. 

Beckley. — ^The Church is dedicated to S. Mary. 
Feast Sunday is the Sunday after August 26th. It is 
fixed therefore by the Assumption of the B.V.M., 
August 1 5th, with eleven days added to make up for 
the change in the calendar. 

Bletchmgdo7i. — Church of S. Giles. Feast Sunday 
follows September 12th, eleven days after the Day of 
S. Giles. The children carry about garlands on May 
Day. 

Charlton-on'Otmoor. — ^The Church is dedicated in 
the name of S. Mary the Virgin. Feast Sunday is 
the next Sunday after September 19th, and should 
this be a Sunday, the 26th is Feast Sunday. This is 
often called *' Great Feast Sunday," as so many 
Churches dedicated to the B.V.M. have their feast at 
this time. The Nativity of the Virgin, on September 
8tb, is the festival which fixes this date. A fair takes 
place on the Monday following Feast Sunday. 

The large cross made of wood, with a circular base, 
which stands on the rood-screen, is known locally as 
" The Garland." It is completely covered with spring 
flowers and evergreens, and placed on the screen on 
the first of May. The old woman who has lately 
superintended the dressing of " The Garland," speakis 
of it as " My Lady," talks about " giving her a waist," 
and calls the flowers down the firont " buttons." The 
arms of the cross are "her arms." In Parker's 
" Glossary of Architecture " is a plate representing the 
garland with a somewhat scarecrow appearance. In 
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earlier days there used to be two crosses^ a larger and 
a smaller one, as shewn in Dunkin's " History of the 
Ploughley Hundred." The two crosses were carried 
about bedecked with flowers,* the larger by the men, 
the smaller by the women, but this custom has fallen 
into disuse. At such times the Cross would be set 
down at the corner of the Churchyard, and the morris- 
dancers would dance up and down before it. The 
Garland is now dressed, and placed on the screen on 
May Day. Children sometimes carry about little 
crosses decked with flowers and sing a May Day song, 
but compulsory school attendance has nearly put an 
end to the custom. There are people living who can 
remember the great cross being carried over Otmoor to 
Studley Priory, where Lady Croke used to give the 
party 10s. It was accompanied by the morris-dancers. 
YouLg married women remember aa girls carrying the 
smaller cross round the village. Old morris-dancers 
are still living, and describe the small bells that were 
fastened on their leather leggings. An old man re- 
members to have danced after his marriage in 1858, 
but " there was not much going about then." He 
thinks it died out about 1863. 

Christmas Mummers used to go about till quite 
recently, and as they entered without warning, and 
** Molly" began to sweep up vigorously, old people 
were rather afraid of them. In 1901 a small party 
came to the Rectory, and stated apologetically that 
" they had not got a side." They came in however 
and sang a few songs. Perhaps that was the end in 
this par^h of a custom which had lasted for centuries. 

Bells. — A bell is rung on Sunday at 8 a.m., whether 
there be a service or not, and again at 10 a.m., when 

* The carrying about of the Cross was, according to the "Rev. W. 
Warde Fowler, a survival of the ''Agri lustratio" of the Romans, vUU 
W. W. Fowler's '* Roman Festivals,'' p. 128. 
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people take their dinner to the bakehouse. Anotiher 
bell is rung at 12.45 p.m., when they fetch it away. 
From October llth to March 25 th the Curfew bell is 
tolled at 8 p.m. On S. Thomas's Day the bells are 
pealed between 5 and 6 a.m. On Shrove Tuesday the 
Pancake Bell used to sound at 11 in the forenoon, and 
all the men on a farm received pancakes. '^ It was a 
good morning's work for the farmers' wives to make 
them." 

It was usual on the farms in this parish for the 
shepherds to receive pancakes on the birth of the first 
lamb in the flock. Each of them got for his family 
*' a bellyful, a good huncket." If there were two 
lambs born, the pancake was sugared on both sides. 
" Sid-cake " was given to the men when they began to 
plant the spring com. 

Ehjield. — ^The Church is dedicated in the name of 
S. Thomas-a-Becket. There is no village feast. 
'^ Garlands " used to be carried about here on the first 
of May. 

ForesthilL — ^The Church is dedicated under the title 
of S. Nicholas. On July 6th, 1273, the chapel of 
" Foresthulle " was consecrated by Reginald, Bishop of 
Cloyne, acting for the Bishop of Lincoln. About the 
same time he consecrated the Churches of Waterperry, 
Weston-on-the-6reen, and " the chapell of S. Martin's 
in Sandford belonging to the parish of Great Barton." 
This day fixes the feast for the adjoining parish of 
Stanton S. John, while the Feast Sunday of Foresthill 
is on the octave of the Stanton Feast Sunday. There 
are (1901) people still living who have witnessed bull- 
baiting in the neighbouring parish of Wheatley, where 
it was kept up till 1824. 

Hampton Oay. — There was a Church here before 
the present one, dedicated to S. Giles. The living is 
a donative in the gift of Wadham College. 
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Hampton Poyle. — ^The Church is named S. Maxy'e. 
The parish joins in the Feast kept on the Monday after 
the 4th Sunday in September at Kidlington. 

Headington. — The Church has the title of S. Andrew, 
on whose festival the village feast was formerly held. 
The Curfew was rung here 53 years ago for six weeks 
before and six weeks after Christmas at 8 a.m. and 
5 p.m. Headington Club Feast used to take place 
near the London Road on Easter Monday, but has been 
discontinued since 1830. BuU-baiting used to be 
practised in this parish, and the mummers went about 
at Christmas and morrice dancers were usual. Fourteen 
years ago at the Club Feast, and at Whitsuntide, there 
were six dancers, a man with a tabor, and sometimes 
a fiddler, l^he children here go about on May Day, 
and sing " A Bunch of May." 

Headington Quarry. — The Church is dedicated to 
the Holy Tiinity. It was consecrated on November 
22nd, 1849, on the anniversary of which a dinner is 
held at a public house in the parish and a sheep roasted 
there. 

IsUp. — ^The Church is dedicated under the title of 
Saint Nicholas Feast Sunday is the Sunday before 
October 11th. Adjoining the Churchyard there used 
to be a chapel known as Saint Edward the Confessor's 
Chapel. It was desecrated by Cromwell, became a 
bam in the 18 th century, and was finally destroyed 
about 1780. Islip was the birth-place of King Edward 
the Confessor, and it is interesting that the Feast 
should come so near to the day of his " Translation," 
October 13th, but it is most likely that the day was 
fixed like many of the market-days by Old Michaelmas 
Day, and in partial conformity with the canon of 1536. 

On May Day the children of the village dressed up 
for the occasion carry round their garland, made of 
hoops of wood adorned with flowers, and sing a song, 
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which of late years has varied. The Christmas 
Mummers go about this and neighbouring villages, and 
give their play. 

Marstan. — ^The Church is dedicated under the title 
of S. Nicholas. The Village Feast follow the 2nd 
Sunday after Old Michaelmas Day. 

Noke. — ^The Church is dedicated under the title of 
S. Giles. Feast Sunday is the first Sunday after 
September 12th. On May Day "the Garland" is 
carried about by two girls, preceded by the "King 
and Queen, " both of them dressed up. The Queen 
wears a veil. The May song " I bid you happy morn- 
ing " is sung, and the King Kisses the Queen. 

For many years there was a bam here known as the 
" Vagrants Bam." Numbers of tramps used to sleep 
in it by suflFcrance. There is no trace of any testa- 
mentary provision in their favour. There are cottages 
here which go by " Keyhold " tenure, but they are in 
a ruinous condition, and apparently not considered to 
be worth keeping up. 

Oddington — Church of S. Andrew.* The Sunday 
following June 17th is Feast Sunday. It seems possible 
that this may commemorate the consecration of the 
Church. We know that Beginald, Bishop of Cloyne, 
acting for the Bishop of Lincoln, was consecrating 
Churches in this neighbourhood in June and July, 
1273, and that he was at Weston on June 8th. He 
may well have been at Oddington, an adjoining parish, 
on June 6th, and if this were the dedication day, 
June 17th would take its place under the Reformed 
Calendar. Some of the children carry about crosses 
bedecked with flowers, as at Charlton, and sing " See 
the Garland," &c. The custom of giving pancake on 
Shrove Tuesday to those employed on a farm has not 
quite died out here. 

* Rawlinson speaks early in the 18th century of the Feast Day at 
Oddington foUowing 8. Andrew's Day. 
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Stanton S. John. — ^The Church has the title of S. 
John the Baptist. There was formerly a Church at 
Wood Perry, of which the dedication is unknown. 
Feast Sunday is the Sunday which follows July 6th. 
When the Lords of the Manor hold a Court Baron 
here, they present every child in the parish with a 
hal^nny. A bell is rung at 8 a.m. on Sunday, 
whether there be a service or not, and at 12.30 after 
Matins. 

StudUy-cuwr-Horton. — Church of 8. Barnabas. A 
new Church built on the site of the ancient Parish 
Church of Horton. The Feast Day is the same as 
that of Beckley. 

Woodeaton. — ^The Church bears the title of the Holy 
Kood. The Village Feast used to be observed about 
Holy Cross Day, but has fallen into disuse for at least 
half a century. Up to 1854 loaves made of wheat 
grown in the parish were distributed to each house- 
holder on Good Friday. The trustee has extinguished 
the custom. 



MAY DAY SONG AT CHAKLTON. 

See, our garlands gay we're bringing. 

For it is the First of May, 
Hark the little birds are singing. 
Singing sweet on every spray. 
'Tis the merry month of May, 
Come out and see our garlands gay. 

Now the pretty flowers are springing, 
April showers have passed away, 

So good-bye to grief and sadness, 
Let us all rejoice to-day. 
Tis the merry month, &c. 
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Now the bees are humming gaily, 
On ev'ry flower that honey gives. 

Teaching us that we should daily 
Do our duty while we live. 
'Tis the merry month, Ac. 



MAY DAY SONG AT BUCKNELL. 

A bunch of May I bring you, 

Before your door it stands, 
It is but a sprout, but 'tis well spread about, 
By the work of a mighty hand. 
Arise, arise, pretty maidens aU, and take your 

garland in, \ 
Or else next morning when you rise, you'll say I 
brought you none. 

Arise, arise, pretty maidens aU, 

And call on God for grace. 
Repent, repent your former sins. 
While you have time and space. 
A man's but a man, his life but a span, he flourishes 

like a flower, 
He's here to-day and gone to-morrow, cut down all 
in one hour. 

And when death strikes it strikes so deep, 

It strikes us to the ground, 
There's not a surgeon in all the land, 
Can cure the deadly wound. 
So now I've sung my little May song, no longer 

can I stay, 
God bless you all, both great and small, and bring 
you a merry month of May. 
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THE MUMMEBS PLAY AT CHARLTON. 

This version has the advantage of showing the con- 
nection of the play^ with the legend of S. George, 
which in some versions is quite disguised. We gather 
that some older form may have been formerly used, 
and that a printed version was followed, more or less, 
for the annexed form : — 

There were seven actors in all, viz. : — Molly, King 
George, Turkish Knight, Doctor, " Mince Pies," Saucy 
Jack and Father Christmas. 

MoUy enters and sweeps violently, saying — 

" Please I've come to sweep up your house against 
Christmas, come in old Father Christmas : " 

Father Christmas, 

In comes I old Father Christmas, Christmas or not, 

I hope old Father Christmas will never be forgot. 

Make room, room, ye gallant boys. 

Boys give me room to arrive. 

We come to show you some activity upon this Christ- 
mas time. 

Acting age or acting stage, we'll show you something 

That's never been acted on this stage ; 

If you don't believe what I now say, 

Enter King George and clear the way. 

King George. In comes I King George with courage 

Bold with my sword and buckler I 

Have won three crowns of gold. 

I fought the fiery dragon, and I 

Brought him to the slaughter ; 

I saved the beauteous Queen and King of England's 
daughter. 

If my mind is high, my mind is bold. 

If thy blood is hot, I will make it cold. 
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Walk in Mince Pies and act thy part 
And show the gentlemen thy valiant heart 

After Mince Pies the Turkish Knight enters^ and says^ 

In comes I, old Turkish knight. 

In Turkish land I learned to fight 

I fight King George with courage bold 

And if his blood is hot, I'll make it cold. 

King Oeorge.. If thou art the old Turkish knight, 
Draw out thy sword, and let us fight. {They fight.) 
Ladies and gentlemen you see what I have done, 
I have knocked this Turk down, like the evening sun, 
Is there any doctor to be found. 
To cure this man who lies bleeding on the ground ? 
Oh yes there is a doctor to be found 
To cure this man who is bleeding on the ground. 
To cure the sick of every pain, 
And none of them are ever sick again. 

Enter Doctor. 

King George. Doctor you give your horse too 

much corn. 
Doctor. I only gave him one bean and a half, and 

that was one-and-a-half too many. 
King George. What can you cure, Doctor ? 
Doctor. I can cure the hipsey pipsey palsy and the 
gout. 
And if the old man is in I can fetch him out. 
King George. What is thy fee. Doctor ? 
Doctor. Ten pounds is my fee, but fifteen pounds 
I must take of thee, before I set this gallant free. 
King George. Work thy will. Doctor. 
Doctor. I have a little bottle by my side, which 
I call oakum, chokum, hellcom pain (elecampane). 
I touch his mouth and nose and eyes, 
And chin and say, Dead man arise. 
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{Turk gets up, King Oeorge and Turk fight again. 
Molly falls down. The Doctor fetched, and draws a 
tooth. There is a coarser form of this interlude). 

Walk in little Jack Spinney. 

Saucy Jack. In comes I little saucy Jack, 
With all my family on my back, 
Christmas comes but once a year. 
When it does it brings good cheer, 
Money in our pockets is a very fine thing. 
Ladies and gentlemen, give us what you please, with 
rumpsy, bumpsy, bag. {They dance round.) 



FIFTH OF NOVEMBER SONG AT CHARLTON. 

The fifth of November, since I can remember. 

Was Guy Faux, Guy, 

Poke him in the eye. 
Shove him up the chimney-pot, and there let him die. 
A stick and a stake, for King George's sake. 
If you don't give me one, Til take two. 
The better for me, and the worse for you, 
Ricket-a-racket your hedges shall go. 



DEANERY OF BICESTER. 

Ambrosden. — ^White Kennett, Vicar of Ambrosden, 
says in his " Parochial Antiquities," p. 609 (ed. of 
1695) : — '^ At present we have no other notice of the 
Guardian Saint (of this Church), but what arises from 
the Annual Wake or Feast of Dedication, observed on 
the first Sunday after the Nativity of the Virgin Mary, 
September 8th, which our people caU the latter Lady 
Day. From whence we may fairly infer that the 
Church of Ambrosden was dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary." The Feast Sunday now follows September 
1 9th. 
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AixUey. — Of the Parish Church we read in Blom- 
field's Deanery of Bicester pt. viii., p. 17 : — " The 
stone Church, which took the place of the original 
Saxon Church of wood, was dedicated to the B.V.M., 
probably many years after its erection, by Bishop 
Grosseteste, in the eecond quarter of the Xllltn 
century, at the time when he visited this part of his 
diocese, and consecrated some other churches to S. 
Mary." 

Bicester. — The Church ot Bemcestre, Bumcestre or 
Burcester, as the village was called, was dedicated to 
the Blessed Virgin and St Eadburga. A larger 
Church with the same title existed in the Priory close 
by, but has entirely disappeared. Edburg was one of 
the younger children of Edward the Elder, a grand- 
daughter therefore of King Alfred. Early in life 
she became a nun, and was endeared to all she 
came in contact with by her simple ways and 
homely kindness. At Winchester and at Pershore, 
at which places most of her life was spent, her 
memory was treasured. She was buried at Win- 
chester,and when William of Wykeham in later 
days came to Adderbury (which is called in 
Domesday Edburgberick), he was visiting the Church 
of a Winchester Saint. At Bicester her memory was, 
preserved by S. Edburg's Well, and by the " Yadbury 
Wake " once kept here, as well as by the title of the 
Parish Church. S. Edburg's Day was in June as we 
gather from the receipts of the Vicarage for the year 
1340, when the entry appears of offerings *'on the 
Day of S. Edburg Virgin at the Parish Church, 6s." 
This was more than half the total received in the whole 
month. In 1762 a statute fair was established in 
Bicester to be held yearly on the Friday before the 
20th June. This was afterwards changed to October. 
Fairs are still held on the three Fridays following old 
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Michaelmas Day, at which servants used to be hired. 
The second fair was called the '* Runaway Fair," to 
accommodate those who did not like their places, and 
a third fair served for those who still found themselves 
unsuited. This has now ceased to be of any import- 
ance. At the Summer Fair held on August 5th and 
6th, "the King's End Feast," the inhabitants of King's 
End exercised what was considered a right to have 
" bough-houses" wherein intoxicating drink was sold. 
The fair was proclaimed on August 4th with a pro- 
cession of the bellman, collector of tolls, fiddler and 
others, and the " bough-houses " were opened. The 
staple to which a bough used to be fastened on this 
occasion is still to be seen. 

There used to be horse races at Bicester, which, like 
those at " dear, delightful, breezy, furzy, naughty old 
Cottisford Heath," have passed away. Dunkin re- 
members as a boy seeing Mr. John Coker rescue a bull 
that was to be baited from an angry mob, and from 
that time bull-baiting ceased at fiicester. 

Bucknell — ^The Church is dedicated in the name of 
S. Peter. Besides the high altar there were formerly 
two altars or images of the B. V.M., one of 8. Nicholas, 
one of S. George, one of S. Christopher, and one of 
S. Sunday (probably S. Dominic). 

The Village Feast is observed on the first Sunday 
after old Michaelmas Day, October 11th. There is a 
tradition that it was originally held on S. Peter's Day. 
The date was probably altered in consequence of the 
Canon of 1536. On May Day a King and Queen are 
chosen from among the children. These march with 
the other children in holiday attire from the School to 
the Church, where a short service is held. A large 
garland with doU is carried in the procession. The 
children carry a collecting box, the contents of which 
go towards furnishing a tea. 
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On S. Valentine's Day the children used to go round 
and collect money, singing— 

" To-morrow, to-morrow, Valentine, 
Mr. March has laid his line, 
Please to give us a Valentine." 

The observance of Whitsun Ales was kept up till 
recent years. The scene of the festivities was the 
Rectory Barn, and in later years the Parish Pound, 
where a tent was made with rick-cloths. There was 
dancing on the ground in front of the barn, as many 
as fifty couples dancing at a time. There were also 
morris-dancers, six in number, dresed in white trousers 
and white shirts pleated before and behind. They 
were bedecked with ribbons, and had small bells on 
their legs. They were accompanied by a musician 
who carried a pipe and small drum (the tabor). The 
last of the musicians, .foseph Powell, now resides at 
Hawkell in this parish, as do several of the morris- 
dancers, the oldest being Henry Coles, now 82 years 
of age. The morris-dancers were attended by a 
" Squire," dressed in motley, and carrying a wand with 
a calf's tail at one end and a bladder at the other. 
The Squire had to keep a clear space for the dancers, 
and also acted as jester, improvising doggerel lines 
suitable to the occasion, and in honour of the more 
prominent persons who patronised the dancers. The 
Bucknell morris-dancers, besides performing in their 
own parish, made the round of the neighbourhood, 
going as far as Middleton Cheney. 

A bell is rung on Sunday at 9 a.m., and after morn- 
ing service. Tliese serve to give notice of morning 
and evening service respectively. On week-days when 
there is a special Evensong with sermon a bell is rung 
at noon. On Christmas Eve the bells are rung at mid- 
night, and again at 6 a.m. on Christmas morning. The 
Passing Bell is not rung between sunset and sunrise. 



35 

Chesterton. — Church of S. Mary, consecrated in 
1238. 

Cottisford.—ChvLTch of the B.V.M. The feast was 
kept three weeks after the Assumption. So Dr. Raw- 
linson says, writing in 1718. 

Finmere. — The Church, which stands on high 
ground, is named after S Michael. 

Fringford. — S. Michael's Church. Feast Sunday is 
the Sunday next before October 11th. If that day 
is a Sunday the Feast Sunday is on October 4th. 

Fritwelt. — The Church is named after S. Olave. 
The Dedication Feast is on July 29th, the day of S. 
Olave's martyrdom. 

Ooddington. — The Church is dedicated to the Holy 
Trinity. It was rebuilt in 1792. 

Hardwick-mth'Tusmore. — The Church or "Free 
Uhapel " at Tusmore is entirely gone, and nothing is 
known of it except the ground on which it stood. 
The late Mr. Wing tells us that no great while after 
1825 the Rector of Tusmore " read himself in standing 
on a cross-shaped clearing in a plantation." The Wake 
or Dedication Feast was held at Hardwick on the 
Sunday after the Assumption, the Church being 
S. Mary's. 

Hethe. — The Church is dedicated to SS. Edmund 
and George. Perhaps the former Church, which was 
replaced by the present one about the end of the 
Xlllth century, was dedicated to the former Saint. 
Feast Sunday is the third Sunday after September 29th. 

Loioer Hey ford. — The Parish Church is dedicated 
to S. Mary the Virgin. Feast Sunday is the first 
Sunday after August 26th, and if August 26th is a 
Sunday, the Feast is on the following Sunday. 

May Day is observed in the usual manner as a school 
treat The Mummers go round at Christmas and act 
a play, which celebrates the deeds of " King George, 
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who won the King of Egjrpt's daughter." In it appear 
Mr. Pitt, Napoleon, an old woman, and a doctor. 
Binging customs are as follows : — A bell is rung on 
Sunday mornings at 8 a.m. and again at 9 a.m., one 
bell at 8 a.m., and two or more at 9 a.m. After 
Matins, or, if there is a mid-day celebration of the 
Holy Communion, at the end of the latter service, it is 
the custom to ring a bell for a few minutes. The bell 
is not rung when there is to be no Evensong, The 
passing-bell is only rung at some time between sunrise 
and sunset ; if there is a death after sunset the bell is 
not tolled before the next day. If a male has died, 
three strokes of the bell are given in quick succession. 
This is done three times, and the bell is then tolled at 
intervals of a minute. In the case of a female two 
strokes are made thrice. At a funeral the tenor bell 
is usually tolled before the service, while immediately 
after a few strokes are given on the 4th bell (out of 5). 
The bells are " rung for Christmas " on week nights 
during November and December. The first pe^ is 
rung on November 5 th, and a peal is generally rung on 
two nights in each week till Christmas. The bells are 
always rung on December 2l8t. It used to be the 
custom to ''chime the corpse home" at a fiineraL 
This was last observed on February 1st, 1825, when 
it was done at the request of deceased's family. If 
there was a funeral on a Sunday, the corpse would 
always be brought in Church for afternoon service. 

'' Rough music " has been known by two names in 
this parish, " Leubelling " and " Skimmington." In 
Wright's " Dictionary of Provincial English " we read 
that *'Low Bell" was the bell rung at daybreak in 
Berkshire, when the cowherd wanted his cows to take 
to the Downs. To " Lowbell " is to express disappro- 
bation of breach of the marriage vows with pots, pans 
and rough music. " Riding Skimmington " is described 
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in Halliwell's Dictionary. The rider had his feet tied 
under the horse's belly, and was accompanied by a 
noisy procession. Of late years ' ' Sough Music " has 
not been practised in this parish. 

Upper Hey ford. — Church of S. Mary. Feast Sun- 
day is the Sunday next after September 19th. 

The bounds have been beaten once in 50 years. On 
May Day the children go round with flowers and a 
doll, and collect money. The Mummers do not come 
round now. A Court Baron is held tiore occasionally 
by New College as Lords of the Manor. 

Kirtlington. — The Church is dedicated under the 
title of S. Mary the Virgin. The Village Feast is on 
Trinity Monday. On the Sunday after Midsummer 
Day the Church is strewn with new-mown hay. A 
similar custom prevails at Wingrave, Bucks. 

In Strutt's " Sports and Pastimes " we read — 
The Whitsuntide holidays were celebrated by 
various pastimes commonly practised upon other 
festivals ; but the Monday after the Whitsun week 
at Kidlingtou in Oxfordshire, a fat lamb was pro- 
vided, and the maidens of the village, having their 
thumbs tied behind them, were permitted to run 
after it, and she who with her mouth took hold of the 
lamb was declared the Lady of the Lamb, which being 
killed and cleaned, but with the skin hanging upon it, 
was carried on a long pole before the lady and her 
companions to the Green, attended with music and a 
morisco-dance of men, and another of women. The 
rest of the day was spent in mirth and merry glee. 
Next day the lamb partly baked, and partly boiled, 
and partly roasted, was served up for the Lady's feast, 
where she sat majestically at the upper end of the 
table and her companions with her, the music playing 
ending the repast, which being finished the solemnity 
dured." The Lamb Ale led to so much that was dis- 
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reputable that it has now been discontinued. Crowds 
of people used to come on foot and in traps from all 
the neighbourhood. The Kirtlington Lamb Ale was 
much like that described above.* 

Launton. — Church of S. Mary. The Feast Sunday 
followed August 26th, the date of the Assumption, 
old style. 

Merton. — Church of S. Swithin. Feast Sunday is 
the first Sunday after July 1 2th. This is curious as 
preserving the date of S. Switbin's death instead of the 
date of his Translation. Alban Butler says S. Swithin 
is commemorated in the Koman Martyrology on July 
2nd, which was the day of his death, but his chief 
festival in England was July 1 5th, the day of the 
translation of his relics. Fifty years ago the Feast 
Week was a carnival for the neighbourhood, owing to 
the excellence of the beer brewed at the Plough Inn, 
but it dwindled down to one solitary stall set up by 
the village vendor of sweets on Feast Monday only. 
The children still keep up their May Garland on the 
1st of May. The lads used to go tlirough a local 
version of " S. George " in mumming attire at Yule- 
tide, up to 1893 at any rate. At this and neighbour- 
ing villages Palm Sunday is known as " Fig Sunday." 

Middleton Stoney. — Church of All Saints. 

Mixbury. — The Church is dedicated under the title 
of " All Saints." Feast Sunday follows November 
13th, which is the occasion for meeting of friends, and 
coming to Church more than at other seasons. 

Newton PurcelL — Church of S. Michael. 

Piddington. — Church of S. Nicholas. Feast Sun- 
day is the Sunday which follows old Michaelmas Day, 



* A most interesting description of the Kirtlington Lamb Ale, and 
Oxfordshire Morris-dancing, can be found in the ifiastrated artide on 
** Some Oxfordshire Seasonal Festivals," in ** Folk Lore " Vol. viii., 
No. 4, by Percy Maiming, M.A., F.S.A. 
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but Eennett says that in his time, ^' The inhabitants 
of Pidington do still celebrate the Wake or anniversary 
of dedication " on the Sunday following S. Nicholas' 
Day. In Piddington Parish is the site of the Hermit- 
age Chapel on Muswell Hill, which was dedicated to 
the Holy Bood. 

Shelswell. — ^There was an ancient Church here dedi- 
cated to S. Ebba, but it has long disappeared. 

Somerton. — Church of S. James A. k M. The 
Feast Sunday is 25 th July. The Wake was a 
time when friends came to the village, and there were 
small booths and stalls set up. A parishioner of 
Merton Parish always brought a small stall. An old 
man remembers that boys and lads used to walk about 
with snuff-boxes on sticks, and blow the snuff in 
people's faces. Only a few years back the present 
Rector remembers that, after the bounds had been per- 
ambulated to let other parishes know, a married man 
who had been guilty of immorality was treated with 
" rough music " of fifes, drums and tin-kettles. 

Sundays are always ushered in by tolling the tenor 
bell at 8 a.m., and at North Aston just across the river 
Cherwell at 9 a.m. Two, now obBolete, customs can 
be remembered by residents at Somerton, viz., the 
*' Sermon bell " (tenor) notifying that there would be 
a sermon, omitted when there was not one (an instance 
of undue importance attached to " Pleaching "), and 
the '^ Pudding bell" (1st bell) rung just at the end of 
Morning Service, when the village baker immediately 
opened his oven and the worshippers who had sent 
their food to be cooked called for their dinners on their 
way home from Church. Very possibly this ringing 
at the end of Morning Service may have been the 
survival of the mid-day Angelua 

May Day is still celebrated at present date with 
much ceremony. The school children select a " Lord '* 
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and " Lady," whose duties are to head the procession 
of children with a money box, and whenever any 
money is put in the Lord takes off his hat and kisses 
the Lady (the proceeds provide a tea afterwards). 
Immediately behind them is borne on a pole a sort of 
" bower " decked beautifully with flowers containing a 
doll dressed as a female, probably " Our Lady," as in 
the Fermor times Somerton had several Roman Catholic 
residents, and the last one, Sarah Jennings, has only 
passed away scarce three years ago. No particular 
May Day song seems now to be remembered. The 
bell announcing a death is only tolled between the 
hours of sun-rise and sun-set, not later. '' Christmas 
Ringing," as it is called, is carried on weekly from 
November till the Feast of the Circumcision. On 8. 
Thomas' Day the bells are rung at 6 a.m., and on 
Christmas Eve till mid-night. On New Year's Eve a 
" Muffled Peal " is sounded for half-an-hour, and when 
the Church clock strikes mid-night the bells (six) break 
forth into a cheerful " Peal " to usher in the New Year. 
The village Stocks were in existence as late as the 
year 1879. 

Both at Somerton and Lower Heyford it is the 
invariable custom whenever an inquest is held upon a 
dead body not to toll the bell till (ifter the. inquest 
has been held. 

Somerton is unique hereabouts in having the bell 
tolled immediately after the death, even if in the 
night, at so late a period as within living memory. 
No doubt it was very extensively done till a com- 
paratively recent period, but Somerton seems to have 
been the last parish to drop the custom in this part of 
Oxfordshire 

Souldem. — Church of S. Mary the Virgin. The 
Club Feast Day is May 29th, and this has apparently 
taken the place of the Village Feast, which followed 
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September 29th. The Mummers still go about at 
Clmstmas, and perform their play. "Beelzebub" 
was one of the characters here, as in the Westcote 
Barton Play. On May Day the children dress in 
their best clothes, and sing " Grentlemen and Ladies/' 
&c. See Blomfield's History of Souldern. 

Stoke Lyne. — Church of S. Peter, with Caversjieldt 
Church of S. Lawrence, and Fewcott^ Church of All 
Saints. Feast Sunday is the Sunday after July 11th. 

StrcUton Audley. — Church of S. Mary the Virgin. 
Feast Sunday follows September 19th. 

Wendhhury. — Church of S. Giles. Feast Sunday 
is the Sunday nearest to September 1 4th. 

Weston'OU'the-Grreen. — ^The Church is named after 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. Feast Sunday follows 
August 26th. The Church was consecrated by Regi* 
nald. Bishop oi Cloyne, Suffragan of the Bishop of 
Lincoln, on June 8th, 1273, at which time he dedi- 
cated altars to the Virgin Mary, S. James the Apostle, 
and S. Nicholas the Confessor, at which those who 
offered on the Great Festivals earned twenty days' 
Indulgence. 

The children of Weston come round on Shrove 
Tuesday singing, 

" Pitter patter pancake, I be come a * shroving,' 
Is the pan hot, is the pan cold, 
I can eat pancakes hot or cold." 

An old man at Weston gives an alia lectio in the first 
line, '* Pat a pat the pan's hot," &c. 

On S. Valentine's Day the children go about 
singing, 

'* Morrow, morrow, Valentine, 
111 be yours, if you'll be mine. 
Please to give me a Valentine." 
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At the ^' Ben Jonson " in this village there used to 
be much drinking, and on Sundays men used to come 
from Kirtlington, Bletchingdon, Charlton, and othei 
places to drink. There used to be fights most weeks. 
The register of 1817 records the burial of Thomas 
Claydon, aged 28, who was killed in a boxing match 
with Thomas Bates, of Witney, Ozon. 

On May Day the children carry round a garland 
with a doU, and sing. 



MAY DAY SONG AT WESTOK. 

" Gentlemen and Ladies, I wish you a happy May, 
So please to smell my garland. Because it is May Day, 
I've brought you flowers, I've brought you May, 
So at your door I stand, and clap, clap away, 
It is the happiest time we have, Throughout the 

month of May. 
When the soft winds blow, And kiss away the snow. 
When the blackbirds sing. For the dear warm Spring, 
Then we'll go a Maying, In the meadows straying, 
Maying, Maying, you and I." 

This may be compared with the shorter Souldem May 
Day Song, which is given in Blomfield's Deanery of 
Bicester. 

C. E. Prior. 
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IN MEMOEIAM, 

Our late "Treasurer," Captain the Hon. Bryan John 
Stapleton, who died on the 21st March, 1903, at Ox- 
ford, was the son of the late Thomas Stapleton, of 
Carlton, Selby, Yorkshire (father of the 8th Baron 
Beaufort), one of the oldest Roman Catholic* families 
in Yorkshire, and having held the present seat from 
the 14th century. He was born in 1831 at Richmond, 
Yorks, and was educated at Oscot College, Birming- 
ham. He entered the Civil Service, but during the 
Crimean War he held a commission in the West Riding 
Regimeut, raised by his eldest brother. He was also 
Deputy-Lieutenant for the North Riding of Yorkshire. 
He married in 1857 the daughter of Dr. John Thomas 
Dolman, of Souldern Manor House, Banbury, who 
survives him, and had a familv of four sons and five 
daughters. After his return from the Crimea he re- 
sided at Richmond, Yorks; afterwards came to live at 
Souldern, subsequently removed to Grove House, Kid- 
lington, and after that, to Oxford, where he resided 
several years. He was a man who had travelled 
widely, and who took a very deep interest in anti- 
quarian matters, was honorary Librarian of the 
Ashmolean Antiquarian and Archaeological Societies, 
and also honorary treasurer of the Oxfordshire 
Archaeological Society, to which he contributed in 
1896 an "Inventory of the Church Plate of the 
Deaneryof Oxford." A requiem Mass was celebrated 
at St. Aloysius' Church., Oxford, and the remains after- 
wards conveyed to Hethe, near Bicester, for interment 

It is with regret that we have to record the loss 
that our Society has sustained by the death of Sir 
Albert William Woods, Garter Principal King-of-Arms, 
on January 7th, 1904, in his 88tli year. His father, 
Sir William Woods, was Garter King-of-Arms before 
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him. Bom on April T6th, 1816, he entered the Col- 
lege of Heralds in 1838 as a Pursuivant, and in 1841 
was advanced to be Lancaster Herald, the other five 
Heralds being Chester, York, Somerset, Richmond, 
and Windsor. The Heralds are usually recruited from 
the Pursuivants, of whom there are four, who bear the 
mediaeval names of Rouge Croix, Bluemantle, Rouge 
Dragon, and Portcullis. In 1869 he was appointed 
*" Garter " PrincipiJ King-of-Arms, was shortly after 
knighted; in 1887 was given a C.B. ; three years later 
was advanced to knighthood in the Order of St. Michael 
and St. George, and on the occasion of Queen Victoria's 
Diamond Jubilee was further decorated with the K.C.B. 
Sir Albert was also Registrar to the Orders of the Star 
of India and the Indian Empire, Almost from the 
Accession of Queen Victoria to the close of Her Reign 
there was scarcely a State Ceremonial of importance 
from which he was absent, and age and infirmity only, 
precluded his attendance at the Coronation of His 
Majesty King Edward VII. It is on these State and 
Court occasions only, that the King-of-Arms is to be 
seen with his embroidered tabardf , his wand of office, 
and his other sumptuary accessories. 

* The Order of the Garter, instituted in the sammer of 1348 by 
Edward III , with the motto, honi soit qui mal t pk!«sk, '* Dishonour 
to him who thinks ill of it," not *' Evil be to him who evil thinks," stands 
as the most notable in the world to-day ; it is 119 years older than the 
Order of St. Michael, instituted by Louis XI of France ; 80 years older 
than the Order of the Golden Iieece; and 190 years older than the 
Thistle. 

t The Official habit, Fr. Tabarre, Sp. Tavarro, It. Tabarro, is a 
** tabard," a short garment emblassoned with the Royal Arms, and a collar 
of S.S. It is described by Specht in his Olossary as a ** jaquet or slevelesae 
coate wome in times past oy noblemen in the warres, but now only by 
heraulds, and is called theyre coate of armes in servise." Its peculiarity 
consists in being " a military tunic or mantle reaching below the loins but 
open at the sides." It is described by Boutell (Hist. Ens. Heraldry) as 
*' a short garment with sleeves worn by knights of the Tudor era. It has 
the arras blazoned on the sleeves as well as the front and back " The 
collar of S.S., or letter S. continually repeated, is the Lancastrian Collar 
supposed to represent the word soysraonk, the motto of Henry IV. The 
Ckmiar of York was formed of alternate Suns and Roaesj 



Another loss to our Society has to be recorded by 
Ibe decease of the Rev. Jeoner Marshall, of Westcott 
Barton Manor, on the 27th day of April, 1904, at 
the age of eighty-seven. He was educated at Eugby 
and at Worcester College, Oxford, graduating B.A. in 
1839, and proceeding to M.A. in 1843. He was or- 
dained in 1841, and was subsequently Curate of Bar- 
ford St. Michael, Oxfordshire, 1841, Broughton, 1847. 
North Aston, 1848-51, and Barford St. John, 1851-8. 
Mr. Marshall, who was lord of the manor of Westcott 
BaxtoD, of which he had published a volume of 
"Memorials," married in 1852 Elizabeth Kelson, 
daughter of Mr. John Stotbert, of Bathwick Hill, 
Somerset, and was left a widower last July. His 
funeral took place on April 30th at Westcott Barton, 
attended by many personal friends in the neigbour- 
hood. Mr. Marshall contributed to our Society's 
Publications an account of Alchester (see Transactions 
1867-8), and took much interest in this Society, of 
which his two sons are members. 

G. E. B. 
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ANNUAL EXCURSION, TUESDAY, 14th JUNE, 

1904. 

Leaving Oxford by an early train for Witney, our 
members, to the numbor of twenty-four, drove thence 
to Minsfer Lovel. They were received by the Vicar, 
the Rev. J. Kinchin Smith, whose friend, Mr. Cormell 
Price, late Head Master of the United Service College, 
Westward Ho, gave an interesting account of the 
Church of St. Kenelm,* and by various arguments 
assigned the fine altar tomb in the South 
transept to one of the three last Lords Lovell, but 
preferably to John, son of William, rather than to 
William, the founder of the present Church and 
Mansion (temp. Henry VI., 1425), or to Francis, 9th 
Baron and 1st Viscount Lovel, to whose memory it is 
usually attributed. 

Altar Tomb (S. Aisle), Minster Lovel. 

The alabaster effigy almost certainly marks the tomb 
of one ot the three last Lords Lovel — the escutcheons 
round it and the fashion of the armour prove this. 
The difficulty in identifying it, in the absence of 
inscription or any contemporary document concpming 
it, lies in the fact that the last three lords died within 
a period of 32 years. William, Lord Lovel, died in 
1455, aged 58. It has been commonly taken for 
granted that he built, or rather re-built, the church, 
and, as a natural consequence, that he was buried in 



* For an account of Minster Lovel and ground plan of the present 
Church, see **No. xvii., Proceedings and Excursions of the Oxford Archi- 
tectural and Historical Society, MichaelmaH Term, 1869, to Trinity Term, 
1870 ;" also, *» Walks and Drives round Burford," by William J. Monk. 
There is a view in Buck shewing part of the Manor House existing within 
the past century. 
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it, and that this is his tomb. But this supposition is 
rendered untenable by the terms of his will, made not 
long before his death, in which he ordered that he 
should be buried " at the gray freris of Oxenford in 
suche place as I have apoynted " {vide Lincoln Wills, 
A. Gibbons). Moreover it is not certain that the 
present church was erected at his cost, though it was 
undoubtedly built in his time, and the transept in 
which lies the tomb seems to have been fitted as a 
private chapel. But it must be borne in mind that 
the original church had been made over by the Lovel 
family, 250 years before, to the foreign abbey of Ivry, 
and a Priory of Benedictines had become attached 
to it. This alien Priory was confiscated by 
Edward III. and held by his successors, and its French 
connexion broken for ^ood. The ultimate fate of the 
buildings must be subject of surmise. Judging from 
some of the entries in the copious will of this William, 
he was the Lovel who built the Castle, and the first of 
his family to take up his residence here. It may have 
been upon the site of the religious house and out of it« 
materials that he constructed his mansion, but this 
could only have been done by bargain with the King. 
In 1 142 Henry VI. had granted the reversion of the 
Priory to his newly founded college of Eton ; it was 
at that time under a 1 5 years' lease to Lord Lovel. 
The advowson still belongs to Eton. 

The successor to William was his son John, who 
died in 1465-6, aged 32. He was made Forester of 
Whichwood by Henry VI., but the same year passed 
over to the Yorkists. He married the daughter of 
Viscount Beaumont, and the one objection to attribut- 
ting the effigy to him is the entire abseuce of the 
Beaumont arms from the escutcheons, but the explan- 
ation of this might possibly be found in the personal 
rancours of that chaotic time. 



John's son was the famous Francis, the first and 
last Viscount Lovel. Many circumstances militate 
against his claim to the tomb. He was attainted and 
his property confiscated before his death, and indeed, 
his death was never authenticated ; besides, the efiigy 
would in all probability have had a garter on the left 
leg ; nor do the arms of his wife (she was a Fitz 
Hugh) appear on any of the escutcheons. 

CoRMELL Price. 



The next place visited was Asthall, It was known to 
the Saxons as Esthale, and belonged to Roger d' Ivri. 
The Manor belonged to the Lumleys, the Joneses, and 
the Fettiplaces. Here the members were conducted 
over the Church of St. Nicholas by the Rev. A. L. 
Manby. It is an ancient building of stone, in 
the Early English and other styles. That which 
excites, however, the greatest interest in this 
church is the Chantry on the north side. Here a re- 
cumbent female figure lies under a cinque-foiled arch 
with a spaniel at her feet. Tradition assigus this 
figure to Alice Corbett, mistress of Henry I. ,t but there 
is apparently lo justification for this surmise, document- 
ary or otherwise. The late Mr. Royce attributed this 
effigy to Elizabeth, widow of Sir Edmund Cornwall, 
Lady of the Manor in 1354. The Corn walls were 
descended from Richard de Cornwall, a son of Richard, 
Earl of Cornwall, of the time of Henry III. The 
Manor House on the west side of the church is said to 
have been purchased by Sir Edmund Fettiplace in 
1688, from Lord Lumley, son-in-law of Sir Richard 
Jones, a Judge in the time of Charles I. 



t The Imperial Gazetteer of England ami Wales, A. Fullarton k Co., 
states, '* a large stone coffin," said to be that of Alice Corbett. 
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Driving on from Asthall to Swinhrook our party 
was met by the Vicar, the Rev. Francis E. Foster, who 
shewed them over the Church of St. Mary and exhibit- 
ed the Church Plate, amongst which are a Chalice and 
Paten given by Ann Pytts, 1713, and Flagon in 
memory of G. Lamb by her family, in 1883. Of the 
original work, apparently late Norman, scarcely 
any details can be traced. The Chancel windows 
on the N. side have been blocked up or de- 
molished to make way for the Fettiplace monuments, 
and a remarkably good specimen of wooden rood loft J 
was removed at the time of the last repairs. The 
Tower at the west end of the church, erected in 1822, 
is supported in an unusual manner by two side walls, 
N. and S., and rests on the west wall of the church. 
The inscriptions on the three bells are — great bell, 
R. C, 1624 ; little bell, E. N. Richard Coles, C.W., 
1685 ; on one of frames, T. C, 1654. The Registers 
commence, Baptisms, 1662, Burials in 1684, Weddings 
from 1685. From these are two extracts : — 

" Gyles, ye son of Gyles Ritton, was buried in 
sheepe's wooU according to Act of Parliament upon 
ye 10th day of February, 168t" 

" Affidavit was made February ye 14th, 1684, by 
Gyles Ritton ye elder before John Thorpe, Vicar of 
Burford, yt ye body of ye said Gyles was buried in 
sheepe's wool only, according to an Act of 
Parliament, intituled an Act for burying in wool. 

,Tr.. Hannah Thorpe, 

• Anne Matthews." 



% A'good illustration of this rood loft, also of the pulpit and miserere 
stalls, is'shewn in '* Remains of Ecclesiastical Woodwork," by T. Talbot 
Bury, Architect, F.R. LB. A. —London : John VVeale, 69, High Holborn, 
1847. 
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The Burials each year until 1689 recorded as above 
with affidavit. 

" 1792, May Ist, Anthony Hern, Clerk of this 
parish, declared that he remembered the old register, 
terriers, &c., of this parish being burnt out of spite 
to the parish by a son of Mr. Coney's, late minister 
of this parish, who had them in his possession. 

(Peter WUliams) P. W., Minister." 

Thomas Cony was Incumbent from 1734 — 1759. 

To most visitors of this Church the Fettiplace Monu- 
ments are the great object of interest. They are con- 
tiguous on the north side of the Chancel, but to show 
our illustrations of them to better advantage they are 
printed separately and their inscriptions follow. The 
fine brasses, with effigies, on the floor, are to the mem- 
ory of Anthony Fettiplace esquiere (in tabard), who 
decessyd 23rd December, 1510, and other members of 
the family, and there are simple inscribed brasses to 
Alys Fetiplas, 1530 (her will proved in 1533), and 
Symond Feteplas, who died in 1530. 

The family of Fettiplace (the name being variously 
spelt — Fetiplace, Feteplas, Fetisplace, Feteplace, 
Fitzplace, Pheteplace, Fettiplace) seem to have re- 
moved in the 16th Century from Childrey and East 
Shefibrd, in Berkshire, where they resided in the 15th 
Century, to S win brook, where Anthony is said to have 
built the mansion, about the year J 409. Of this 
mansion, situate on the south side of the church, 
scarcely any trace remains, but an interesting episode 
is connected with it concerning one, Mr. Freeman, of 
London, to whom it was let on death of Richard 
Gorges, in 1806, nephew and heir of Charles 
Fettiplace. Several highway robberies having 
occurred in the neighbourhood, Mr. Freeman and his 
guests at the mansion were arrested as " Gentlemen 
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of the Eoad," and it is said that their trick to avoid 
detection was to turn their horses' shoes the wrong 
way round. After this event the mansion seems to 
have been deserted and allowed to fall into decay. 

Hugh Cur wen, Bishop of Oxford, was buried at the 
east end of N. Aisle in 1568. As Chaplain to 
Henry VIIL he gained the especial favour of that 
monarch by preaching in favour of the divorce from 
Catherine of Arragon. The deanery of Hereford was 
his reward In 1555 he was appointed Archbishop of 
Dublin by Queen Mary, and he also held the office of 
Chancellor of Ireland. He exchanged his Archbishop- 
ric for the Bishopric of Oxford, and having no palace 
at Oxford, settled at Swinbrook, though why he 
selected this spot is a question not easily solved. IT 

INSCRIPTIONS. 

Here lieth the body of Sr. Edmund Fetiplace, 
Knight, Sonne and heyre to William Fetiplace, Esquier. 
He espoused Anne, daughter of Roger Alforde, Esquier. 
He had issue 12 sonnes and 7 daughters. He 
appointed this tombe to be made for himself and these 
his Ancestors. He deceased the 20th day of June, 
Ao. Dm. 1613. 

Heare lieth the body of William Fetiplace, Esquier, 
Sonne and heyr of Alexander Fetiplace, Esquier. He 
espoused Elizabeth Ashfield, daughter and heyr of 
Sr Edmund Ashfield, Knight He had issue, 3 sonns. 
He deceiised the 1. day of May, 1562. 

Here lyeth the body of Alexander Fetiplace, sonue 
and heyre of Anthonye Fetiplace, Esquier. He was 
first espoused to Anne, daughter and heyr of William 
Dale, Esquier, then to Dority Ashfield. He had 
issue, 5 sonns and 7 daughters. He discesed the 
12th of Sept., 1504. 

IT W. J. Monk's •' Walks and Drives round Burford 
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Sr 

Edmund Fettiplace, 

Baronet. 

In Memory op 

John Fettiplace, 

Baronet. 

In Memory op 
John Fettiplace, 

ESQR. 

This monument was erected by Sr. Edmund Fcti- 
place, Bart., in memory of his uncle, John Fettiplace, 
Esq., who was son and heir to Sr. Edmund Fetiplace, 
Knight. He died a batchelor March 20th, 1657, in 
the 76th year of his age, and left his estate to his 
brother's son, Sr. John Fetiplace, Bart. Hfe espoused 
Anne, the daughter of Sir Francis Wenman, of Cas- 
well, in ye County of Oxford, Knt. He died Septem- 
ber 25th, 1672, in the 49th year of his age, and left 
behind him five sons, Edmund, John, Charles, Lorenzo, 
and George, and five daughters, Anne, Arabella, Diana, 
Mary, and Sophia. Edmund, who was the eldest, in- 
herited his father's estate, and set up this monument 
in memory of his uncle, his father, and himself, May 
20th, 1686. 
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MONUMENTS, BRASSES, ETC., AT S. MARYS, 

SWINBROOK. 

f Alexander, son of Anthony ... ... d. 1504 

Jolin (will was proved in the Commons, 

1508) d. 1508 

Anthony, Esquiere(on floor in front of Altar) d. 1510 
f William, son of Alexander ... ... d. 1562 

fSr. Edmund, Knight, son of William ... d. 1613 
Alexander, brother of Sir Edmund ... d. 1616 
Edward (2nd son of Sir Edmund )=Ann Cox d. 1656 
f John, Esquier, died a bachelor ... ... d. 1657 

Ferdinand, Esq., son of Sir Edmund, Knt. d. 1658 
Edmund, and Dorothy his wife ... ... d. 1671 

f Sir John, son of John Fetiplace, of Child- 
rey, Berks, was created Baronet by 
patent, dated March 30, 1661, married 
Anne, dau. of Sir Francis Wenman, 
of Caswell, Oxon, and had 5 sons and 
5 daughters ... ... ... ... d, 1672 

f Sir Edmund (who set up monument) ... d. 1706 
John, 2nd son of 1st Baronet ... ... no date. 

Sir Charles ... ... ... ... d. 1714 

Sir Lorenzo ... ... ... ... d. 1725 

Sir George, 5th and last Baronet died un- 
married, aged 75, and title expired d. 1743 
Thomas Bushel, nephew of above Sir 
George, assumed the name of Fetti- 

place, in 1747 d. 1767 

Robert, eldest son of above ... ... d. 1799 

Charles (will proved Jan. 1806) .. ... d. 1805 

Richard Gorges, nephew of above Charles, 
assumed the Family name in 1805, 
but died next year, when the Fetti- 
places became extinct ... ... d. 1806 

The recnmbent effigies are marked thus, t 
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The last Baronet, Sir George, died 1743, and left 
his large estates to his sisters son, Thomas Bushel, 
of Cleeve Prior, in the County of Worcester, who 
took the name of Fettiplace and died October 1767, 
and wa^ buried in this Church, leaving his estates to 
his eldest son, Robert Fettiplace, Esq., wtio died in 
London in January, 1799, age 68, and was buried at 
Cleeve Prior, and was succeeded in his estates by his 
brother, Charles Fettiplace, of Southlawn Lodge, in 
the forest of Wychwood, who died December 16th, 
1805, age 61, and was buried at Cleeve Prior, and was 
succeeded in his property by his sister's son, Richard 
Gorges, Esq., (an old Herefordshire family), who after- 
ward took the name of Fettiplace^ and died suddenly 
at the " Bull," Burford, on his way from Gloucester 
to Southlawn Lodge of an apoplexy, on the 21st of 
May, 1806, and was buried at Swinbrook on the 2nd 
of June following, in the 48th year of his age. He 
having no issue left his estates to his six sisters,* 
Diana Frances Gorges, Elizabeth Sheldon, Arabella 
Gorges, Anne Gorges, Meliora Gorges, Mary Gorges ; 
the name of Fettiplace then became extinct, and as 
the memorialist tritely remarks in the Parish Register : 

*' Sic transit gloria Mundi." 

In Pious Memory 

OP Sr. Edmund Fettiplace, Knight. 

" Read and record rare Edmund Fettiplace,t 
A Knight right worthy of his rank and race. 
Whose prudent manege in two happie reignes,f 
Whose publique service and whose private paines, 
Whose zeal to God and towards ill severitie, 
Whose temperance, whose justice, whose sinceritie, 

* Vide, Charles Feitiplace's V/ill, dated 1804. He died in 1805. 
i Died 1613. t Elizabeth and James L 
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Whose native mildness towards great and small, 
Whose faith and love to friends, wife, children all. 
In life and death made him beloved and deer 
To God and menn, and ever famous heer. 
Blessed in Soule, in Bodie, Goods, and Name. 
In plenteous^ plants by a most vertuous Dame,§ 
Who with his heire as to his worth still debter, 
Built him this tomb, but in her heart a better." 

Leaving Swinbrook by a field path on the North 
bank of the river Windrush, the members arrived at 
the little Church of St. Oswald, Widford, For over 
40 years no Divine Service has been held within its 
walls, the Church having been closed, except for 
burials, by order of Council issued in 1860. This 
parish was formerly in Gloucestershire, but by the 
Act 2 and 3 Wm. IV., cap 64, and 7 and 8 Vict., cap. 
61, it was annexed to Oxfordshire. The Church is 
noteworthy as occupying the site of a Roman Villa, 
and fragments of tesselated pavement have been met 
with in the Churchyard. Picturesquely situated, it 
stands as a memorial of earlier days, solitary, and 
almost forgotten in its ruined state till now, when a 
movement has been made to preserve it waterproof 
against further ravages of weather. The living was a 
Rectory with the Vicarage of Swinbrook annexed. 
Now this is reversed, the living being the Vicarage of 
Swinbrook, annexed to the Rectory of Widford. The 
Vicar having stated that he had received an estimate 
for repairing E. wall of Church, underpinning walls, 
repairs to waDs at Chancel arch and W. wall of Nave, 
making good roofs of Chancel and Nave, re-glazing 
windows of Chancel and Nave, at a cost including 
materials and scaffolding of £150, an impromptu 

X 12 sons and 7 danghtert. g Ann Alforde^ 
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collection was made amongst the visitors amounting 
to £1 16s. 3d. This work of partial restoration has 
now been completed, and by kindness of the Vicar we 
give the Architect's description of the Church : — 

St. Oswald's Church, Widford, Oxon. 

" The work of repair to this interesting little Church 
was commenced in September, 1904, under the au- 
spices of the Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings, London. 

"The Church consists of a 13th century Chancel, 
measuring 13ft. 6in. in width by 19ft. 6in. in length 
internally, and a Nave of somewhat earlier date 
15ft. Bins, in width by 24ft. in length. 

** The walls of the Chancel are well built of stone, 
plastered internally, and faced with * rubble ' masonry 
on the outside. The East wall contains a beautiful 
three-light window of 14th century date. The gable 
over retains the old stone weathering, with the base 
for a cross formed at the apex ; unfortunately the 
cross is gone. The South wall contains two single 
light 1 3th century window with cusped heads, and a 
piscina of similar date near the East end. The North 
wall contains a similar window near the West end, 
and an Aumbry near the East end. 

" The Chancel arch is of 13th century date, but the 
jambs up to the springing of the arch appear to be 
of earlier date. 

** The stone bell-cote on gable over, appears to be 
of late 15 th century date. It contains one bell§ dated 
1777. 



§ Imcription on bell — 

*'Come ye all 
At my call, 
And serve God aU. g 
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" In the case of the Nave the walls are of similar 
construction to those of the chancel, and with the 
exception of the North doorway all the openings have 
been inserted at later dates. The North doorway, 
now built up, appears to be of Norman date, and 
probably contemporary with the walls. On its East 
side occurs a two-light square headed window, prob- 
ably of the 1 7th century date. The West wall con- 
tains a three-light window of similar date. 

'* The South wall contains the entrance doorway 
with a single light window on its East and West of 
of late 15w century date. 

'^ The roofs of the Chancel and Nave are constructed 
with oak timbers, open on the underside, and covered 
externally with stone slates. 

'* The floors and passages are paved with stone flags, 
and boarded at the pews and seats. 

" The pews are of deal ; at the West end are a few 
plain old oak benches. The pulpit is of oak, and 
retains portions of 15th century workmanship. It has 
unfortunately been painted. 

** The Font is of Norman date. The present work 
of repairs consists entirely in making the fabric sound 
and weather proof. 

"William Weie, Architect. 

** London, 

''February, 1905.'' 

The Report goes on to describe the repairs carried 
out, and then states, that there is evidence of paintings 
existing on the surface of old plaster, underneath the 
various coats of lime wash, which there is hope of being 
able to expose by the careful removal of limewash. 

During the process of repairs to the foundations a 
portion of the Roman pavement was discovered under- 
neath the stone paving of the Chancel floor at the 



North-west angle. In the opposite au^e, on the 
South side, a further portion was found. The work of 
examining the floors generally with a view to exposing 
any remains of old pavement will be done when all 
the other work has been finished." 

Continuing their walk to Widford Mill, the members 
drove thence to Burford, where they were joined by 
others, and lunched, thirty-two in number, at the Bull 
Hotel. A charming afternoon was here spent owing 
to the kindness of the Rev. W. A. Cass, Vicar, and 
Dr. C'heatle, the latter kindly cntertainiDg the whole 
party at tea. The return drive to Witney was made 
by the upper road. G.E.B. 
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ACROSTIC BRASS INSCRIPTION ON THE 

FLOOR IN THE N. TRANSEPT OF ST. 

KENELM'S, MINSTER LOVELL. 

The brass scrolls that were removed at the *' restora- 
tion" of the Churchy and are now placed near the 
north door are as follows : — 



ffiobit jam prectliUB. 



Jflfn nrt miserere. 



(irare. 



^CQ and 
ttrace. 



Sije JVcrosttc 
inscrtpUon htvt. 



fiLtft attft 
(irace. 



fAtji anb 
drace. 



Credo deu nmtfiotente creatore. 



J»]tero 6eu anperbitoete remnneratore. 



ODolo bttt clemeutem redemptorem. 
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Vtxhnm foitB bmit ^atttfOiit mmvtxt lofjannis, 
^5 ri0i2 cmxsBiS att0rn8tt prins annis, 
^abr birgo hti pvttox (&ixsobtth mtmotm, 
$rima qvu bita felts fturat sibt nufla, 
JimboB hos tnxbt fttngat beua atqn^ b^att, 
(BrattB qu0 ttxnmt ipsos qui ftira gttbernant 
(Bt xastt in alis matuant td qnisqnt fiOiUs. 

The above may be thus Englished : — 

Word, fountain of pardon, have mercy on John 

Vampage, 
In former years Attorney for the King's causes. 
Virgin Mother of God, I pray thee to remember 

Elizabeth, 
Who was happily married to him in her early life, 
And may God unite them both to the blessed throng, 
That they may freely look upon those who control laws, 
And may he (John) plead that they abide in heaven like 

all the faithful. 

John Vampage was deputy-sheriflf of Worcestershire 
in 1428 and 1443. In 1436, 14 Henry VI., we find 
a record of the settlement between Wm. Wollashall 
and John Vampage, the elder, on the marriage of John, 
son of the latter, with Joan, daughter of the said Wm, 

In 1442 he was appointed witn others to "farm" 
the castles and manors of the Earl of Warwick, then 
a minor. 

In 1466, 5 Edward IV., John Carpenter, Bishop of 
Worcester, is mentioned as executor of the will of John 
Vampage, the elder, his widow Elizabeth (now wife of 
John Stanley) being co-executrix. 

(From Patent Rolls and Calendar of Ancient Deeds 
in the Record Office.) 
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This brass was probably placed by the widow or, 
more likely, by the son, who became Sir JohnVampage, 
Knt., of Persnore. 

The pedigree of the Vampages is given in Nash's 
Worcestershire. The name apparently became extinct 
three generations later. 

Possibly John Yampage, sen., died at Minster while 
acting as King's Commissioner in taking over the 
Lovell estates in 1466, on the death of John, Lord 
Lovell, whose heir, Francis, was only 1 1 years of age. 
If so, he died within a year of his appointment, as 
is shown by the date of the proving of his will. 

The scrolls let into the wood tablet near the door 
of the Church belong to this brass, for Symonds in his 
Diary of 1644 (Camden Soc. No. 74, 1859) notices 
'4n the N. part of that yle (N. transept) lies a large 
flat s£one inlayed with brass, sans pictures of bodyes, 
four shields, at each comer one, and one towards the 
upper end, with mantle, helme, and creaste, a dog 
sejant, the shield gone : this motto is in divers severall 
scrowUs: 'Mercy and Grace.' The one of the 4 
shields remayne : an eagle displayed with a double 
tressure flory counter-flory (Vampage)." 

This shield has disapjfeared. 

The inscription was not quite accurately copied by 
Symonds. 

CoRMKLL Pbice, M.A., B.C.L. 
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DEDICATION OF CHURCHES, 

With some Notes as to Village Feasts and Old 

Customs in the 

Deaneries op Woodstock, Deddinqton, & Witney. 

The enquiries which we have made in these 
Deaneries have brought together some interesting 
particulars. We believe that closer local investiga* 
tion might furnish more. A custom which seems to 
have been almost universal, and is very prevalent now, 
is the May Day observance. " It is so old," says 
Miss Bremer, 'Uhat there is no perfect certainty 
either of its origin or signification.'' Among the 
mountains of Pistoia on the last evening of April, 
" Bands of young men gather together, and with 
singing and music make a procession through the 
villages and towns. Some carry a leaf-stripped tree, 
adorned with flowers and lemons, called the Maio, 
and others carry baskets filled with nosegays. These, 
as they travel along, they distribute to the matrons 
and maids, who, in return, present wine, eggs, and a 
kind of jumble cake, called Berlingozzo, cut in rings 
and decorated with red tassels.'' The Mav Day songs 
we have now are probably modem, and there may be 
a trace of an older idea, of bringing ffood fortune, in a 
May Day song, formerly in use at Iwp, beginning, 

'' Good morning. Missus and Master, 
I wish you a happy day." 

which may be compared with the words of one of the 
Italian Maggi — 
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" Siam venuti a salutare 
Questa casa di valore, 
Che s'^ fatta sempre onore : 
E per6 vogliam cantare — 
Salutiam prima U padrone, 
Poi di casa la sua sposa. 
Noi sappiam ch'egli h in Maremma, 
Dio lo sa, e ve lo mantegna." 

(See Story's " Roba di Roma," Vol 1, p. 183). 

The "Whit Hunt" in Wychwood Forest, the 
borders of which once extended to the Glyme, and 
the '' Lamb Ales " recall ancient sacrificial rites, 
while the " Mock Mayors " of Woodstock and " New 
Land" in Banbury appear to be survivals of the 
existence side by side of a conquering and a subject 
race. It is not to be supposed that the West Saxons^ 
even when they had taken the four chief towns of the 
Dobuni, could have all at once conquered the Britons, 
who dwelt among the vast forests, and watery valleys 
of this county. There were battles, such as that near 
Bampton, long after the conquest of Cuthwulf. The 
means of moving across the County, except by Ake- 
man Street, must have been hard to find. We should 
not be surprised that a considerable British element 
may have survived hereabouts. At Yamton there is 
a most interesting relic of the ** Village Community" 
life, Btm in full force, and cartying blk our minds to 
remote antiquity, and to distant lands. 

To tell us of the Middle Ages, we have the bells at 
8 and 9 a.m. on Sunday mornings, which once called 
people to Mattins and Mass at more sensible hours 
than our present ones, the *' Shriving Bell " on Shrove 
Tuesday, and the *' Angelus " sounding forth from 
many a tower and steeple at night, and sometimes 
also at dawn and mid-day to remind men how once 
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" Angelus Domini nuntiavit Mari», et concepit de 
Spiritu Sancto. . . . Et verbum caro factum est 
et habitavit in nobis." 

My notes are specially indebted to two members of 
our Society, Mr. P. Manning and Mr. A. Ballard, 
while I have made use of such valuable works as 
Mrs. Stapleton's account of the "Three Oxfordshire 
Parishes," and Beesley's " History of Banbury." I 
have also to thank many kind local correspondents, 
among whom was the late Bev. Jenner Marshall, a 
valued member of our Society. 

WOODSTOCK DEANERY. 

^ North Aston. — ^The Church is dedicated under the 
title of S. Mary. 

Steeple Aston^ the " East Town " with a steeple or 
tower. The Church is dedicated under the title of 
SS. Peter and Paul, and the Feast Sunday follows 
S. Peter's Day (allowing for the change of " styles.") 
It is usual for families to have green peas and new 
potatoes for dinner on that day. Palm Sunday is 
called " Piggy Sunday," and the village shops display 
figs, as it approaches. One bell was tanged at 8 a.m. 
on Sunday mornings till late years, when there began 
to be a Celebration at that hour on every Sunday. At 
present two bells are tanged at 9 a.m., and the '^ Pud- 
ding Bell" is rung after Morning Service. At the 
funerals of the young the bearers of a boy are boys 
and of a girl girls. This custom is found in other 
villages. 

Steeple Barton. — ^Church of S. Mary. 

Westcot Barton. — The Church is now called S. 
Edward's, but the late Rev. Jenner Marshall was in- 
formed by Mr. W. H. Turner that in an old cartulary 
of Eynsham the name appears as iEdmundi, and had 
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no doubt that this was the correct version of the 
Dedication. The Village Feast is observed on the 
first Sunday after the llth of October, and is now 
kept for two days, though formerly lasting for a week. 
On the first of May chUdren go about with garlands, 
and sing a May song, while others carry a few flowers 
tied to a stick. The 5th of November was marked 
by a bonfire. There used to be mummers at Christ- 
mas, whose "Act" has been preserved. The obser- 
vance of May Day alone of these customs survives. 
The Mummers' Play and " May Songs," supplied by 
Mr. Jenner Marshall, will be found at the end of the 
notes on this Deanery. 

Beghrooke. The Church is named after S. Michael. 

Bladon. This parish now includes New and Old 
Woodstock. The Parish Church of Bladon bears the 
name of S. Martin, that of Woodstock is named 
after S. Mary Magdalene. There is also a chapel (S. 
Andrew's) in Old Woodstock. The most remarkable 
custom connected with the parish is, or was, the ob- 
servance of electing a *' Mock Mayor." We would 
say, by way of preface, that on the revival of " Old 
Woodstock Feast " this important feature was left out. 
Our information is derived from Mr. A. Ballard, Town 
Clerk of Woodstock. The Mayor of Old Woodstock 
used to be elected on the Feast Day, the Monday 
following the first Sunday after September 19th. 
This was the Feast of Wootton Parish, to which 
Old Woodstock originally belonged. After a cricket 
match and sports there was a dinner at the "Rose 
and Crown" Inn. After dinner the Mayor, usually 
the biggest drinker, was elected. In the evening he 
was chaired down Old Woodstock Hill, round New 
Woodstock, stopping at the public houses, and on the 
return journey was dropped into the river Gljrme at 
the foot of the hill. The mace which preceded him 
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has disappeared within the last ten or fifteen years. 
It should be remembered that New Woodstock, the 
ancient borough situate to the south of the river 
Olyme, has been a chartered borough since 1453, and 
that its Mayor is first mentioned in a document of 
1398. Till 1877 Old Woodstock was a hamlet of 
Wootton, and it still is within the boundaries of the 
Manor of Woodstock, while New Woodstock has 
always been without the Manor. Old Woodstock did 
not become part of the Borough of Woodstock till 
1887. A comparison of these dates might suggest 
that the inhabitants of Old Woodstock wished to 
show their contempt for their privileged neighbours 
by thus parodying one of their most cherished privi- 
leges, and this suggestion might be adopted if it were 
not that similar elections of ' * Mock Mayors " are 
found in other parts of England. Mr. G. L. Oomme 
in his Village Community (p. 107, etc.,) gives many 
examples. Among others he describes that at Pol- 
perro on the Cornish coast. The person chosen mayor 
is generally some half-witted or drunken fellow, who, 
tricked out in tinsel finery, elects his constables, and 
these armed with staves accompany his " chariot," — a 
huckster s cart, dressed with green boughs, stopping 
at each inn, where he makes a speech, full of large 
promises to his listeners of full work, better wages 
and a liberal allowance of beer during his mayoralty. 
He then demands a quart of the landlord's ale, which 
he guages with mock solemnity, and the mug after beinj 
emptied is broken on the wheel of the cart, if adjudges 
of short measure. At the end of the perambidations 
the Mayor is wheeled into the sea with some impetus. 
Most of these English Mock Mayors are found in 
Cornwall, where it is weU-known that a large pro- 
portion of the aboriginal inhabitants survived their 
conquest, and it is remarkable that the nearest foreign 
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parallel to these observances is to be found in those 
parts of India where the non -Aryan races have sur- 
vived the Aryan conquest. Mr. Ballard thinks there 
are other reasons for connecting the '^ Mock Mayor of 
Old Woodstock " with the survival of a subject race. 
In the Manor of Wooditock, of which Old Woodstock 
forms part, there are two customs regulating intes- 
tate succession to copyholds, primogeniture and 
Borough English. Some copyholds i.e., descend to 
to the eldest, and some to the youngest son. But 
Borough English is a Celtic custom, found especially 
in the ancient laws of Wales and Ireland, and the 
existence of these two customs side by side may prove 
the persistence of the aboriginal inhabitants in the 
" Forest," in which Old Woodstock was once included, 
side by side with the EngUsh invaders. The festival 
may thus be regarded as that of a subject race. In 
some of its features it is akin to the Roman Saturnalia. 
At Banbury we read of a " New Land Wake " kept as 
an annual holiday from time immemorial in the week 
commencing with the second Sunday in July, and 
that '^ on the Monday a Mayor of New Land is chosen 
with much mock ceremony, to bear an empty title for 
the ensuing year." (Beesley's History of Banbury, 
p. 274). Banbury was certainly a part of Oxfordshire 
where the British did their best to survive. Of the 
" Whitsun Ale " at Woodstock an account is given in 
Mr. Ballanl's " Chronicles of the Royal Borough of 
Woodstock." It seems that here a good deal of the 
May Day observance was transferred to Whitsuntide, 
such as the May Pole, and " Queen of May," as well 
as Morris Dancing. This transference of observances 
is illustrated by Mr. Manning, who quotes the change 
of day from May Day to Holy Thursday in the case 
of the annual visit of the Fellows of New College to 
the well at S. Bartholomew's Hospital. (" Folk Lore," 
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Vol. xiv. p. 167, reprinted in " Stray Notes on Oxford- 
shire Folk Lore.") 

Cassington. — ^The Church bears the title of S. Peter, 
and the Village Feast is on S. Peter's Day. 

Combe Longa. — ^The Church, which has replaced an 
earlier one on a different site, is named after Saint 
Lawrence. "Feast Sunday" is the Sunday in the 
octave of S. Lawrence's Day, and on the following 
Monday and Tuesday a fair is held on the Green. The 
Church owns a piece of land, now cut up into allot- 
ments, but formerly (up to 1845 or thereabouts) 
meadow land. This was let by " Candle Auction," 
a pin being stuck in a piece of candle, which was 
lighted, and the highest bidder at the moment when 
the pin fell out of the candle was adjudged tenant for 
the ensuing year by the Chairman. 

Dunstew. — Church of S. Mary Magdalene. 

Eynsham. — Church of S. Leonard. There is some 
Morris Dancing here on Boxing Day. In former times 
there was a " Lamb Ale," here. The prettiest girl in 
the village was chosen as "the Lady," and after 
catching the lamb, rode in the procession. The last 
girl who so rode was Sarah Stayt, who died in Kidling- 
ton subsequently to 1840. 

Freeland. —Church of S. Mary the Virgin. 

Olynipton. — Church of S. Mary. 

Hanhorough. — ^The Church bears the title of SS. 
Peter and Paul. At Long Hanborough there is a 
modern Church called " Christ Church." Hanborough 
Feast Sunday is the first Sunday after the Day of 
" S. Peter's Chains." On Sunday mornings a bell is 
rung at 8 a.m. and at 9 a.m., though there are no 
services at these hours. These were no doubt the 
bells for Mattins and Mass, which all good Church 
folk attended. The bell is rung again later Morning 
Service. 
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Kiddington with the ancient parish of Asterleigh 
has a Church bearing the title of S. Nicholas, but in 
Brewer's time the Wake was on the Sunday after 
S. Peter's Day. 

Kidlington.—Qf\i\xxch of S. Mary the Virgin. The 
Feast is kept on the Sunday and Monday following 
September 19th. The " Bread Days " here are due in 
part to the beneficence of Madam Conant, who lived in 
the Old Manor House or "Bally." On the anniversaries 
of the deaths of this lady and her two husbands, t.6., 
on March 27th, March 30th, and August 23rd, Morn- 
ing Prayer is said, and a sermon is preached on 
** Mortality." The preacher receives a fee, as does 
the Clerk, and bread is distributed in the Church 
Porch to poor persons who have attended the service. 
On November 1st there is another Bread Day, founded 
by Messrs. John and Martin May, and a further dis- 
tribution on April 24th from certain charities. 

In our last "Keports" we have given the well- 
known description of the Kidlington Lamb Ale to 
illustrate the similar observance, which survived at 
Eirtlington up to 1858. Mr. P. Manning connects 
the chase after the lamb with certain features of the 
"Whit Hunt" in Wychwood Forest. "The main 
feature," he says (Folk Lore, viii. p. 316), "is of 
course the sacrifice of a Uving victim by the com- 
munity, to bring luck during the ensuing year to all 
who participate in it. This is shewn directly in the 
Whit Hunt, where the piece of stag;s skin brings luck 
to its possessor. As to the Kidlington Lamb, the 
honour done its captor shows the same thing. At 
Kirtlington we see the luck in process of being trans- 
ferred from the lamb to the cake, for it is the latter 
that is treasured up during the year. AtBampton, 
where a " sword-bearer " carries a cake in a round tin 
impaled on a sword blade in the Whit Monday pro- 
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cession, the transference is complete ; the living 
victim has disappeared, and the cake represents it. 
Perhaps the sword impaling the cake is emblematic 
of sacrifice, but this need not be insisted on. ' Cakes 
were carried round by **the lord" and the Morris 
Dancers at Rirllington, and spectators paid for looking 
lit them. They were called ** crown cakes," and carried 
ou the top of the hat, and one could be bought for 
half-a -crown, the buyer often keeping a part of it for 
a whole year, and so securing good luck. There were 
at one time female Morris Dancers at Kidlington and 
at Spelsbury. 

Northleigh. — Church of S. Mary. 

Rousham. — ^The Church is generally called after 
S. James, and the village feast takes place on the first 
Sunday in August, but there is some doubt as to 
whether S Lawrence's is not the correct title. 

Sand/cn^d S. Martin. --On July 12th, 1273, the 
Chapel of S. Martin was consecrated by Reginald, 
Bishop of Cloyne, acting for the Bishop of Lincoln. 
Sandford then belonged to the parish of Great Barton. 
At Ledwell, a hamlet in this parish, there was as early 
as 1278 a chapel dedicated to S. Mary Magdalene, 
with a Churchyard attached to it. The site is known. 

Shipto7ir-07i'Cheiivell. — The Church of the Holy 
Rood had in it an ancient chantry dedicated to S. Mary 
the Virgin. 

Stanton Harcourt. — Church of S. Michael. 

Stonesfield. — Church of S. James. 

Tackley. — Church of S. Nicholas. The bell is tolled 
before and two or three times after a funeral. Children 
carry about little garlands on May Day. 

Wilcote. — Church of S. Peter. 

Wootton. — Church of S. Mary. 

Yarnton (formerly Eardington or Erdington). The 
farmers of this parish marked their cattle with an '' E," 
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when they were turned into the common pastures. 
The Church bears the title of S. Bartholomew, whose 
festival fixes the Village Feast. The '*Lot Meadows," 
situated in this and the neighbouring parishes, are 
near to the river, or bordered by it. Their names are 
Pixcy (Piscaria, a fishery), Oxhay and Westmead. 
They are divided into **lots" and "acres." Pixey 
has 26 lots and 60 acres, Oxhay 39 lots and 70 acres, 
Westmead 65 lots and 80 acres. The *'acre" is a 
customary and not a statute acre. When the hay- 
time is near, the lots are drawn after the following 
manner: — There are 13 original rights, which have 
been and are now sub-divided, and these are repre- 
sented by 13 balls kept in a bag at Mead Farm. Each 
of the little balls has a name on it. The names are 
Freeman, Gilbert, Dunn, Harry, William, Water 
Molley, Water Jeoffery, Perry, Boutton, Green, Boat, 
Rothe, White. These balls are taken round by the 
" meadsman," or some one else, and standing on each 
lot in turn he has one of the balls drawn. The pro- 
prietor of the right represented by the ball has the 
" lot," and proceeds to cut his mark in the grass, and 
men tread down the limits shuffling their feet along, 
and guided by fixed stakes. 

This custom should be compared with the similar 
one formerly prevailing at Aston Bampton. The re- 
distribution of common meadow by lot is not unknown 
in this country. The Hackney Marshes close to London 
contain land held in strips for the haytime, after 
which they are open to all, who have the right of put- 
ting in cattle, which are then marked. The Marshes 
are " driven " in the Spring, The " open time " in 
such cases often began with Old Lammas Day. The 
use of the lot is a feature of common proprietorship. 
We find it in India in districts as far apart as the 
Carnatic and Peshawur, and applied there to arable 
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land. The ideas of agreement and contract are not 
familiar to the primitive villager. Even such privi- 
leges as those connected with the introduction of a 
fresh water supply for irrigation seem to the native 
most naturally regulated by the "lot." In India 
certain lands are reserved for the temples and the 
village functionaries. A survival of this principle may 
perhaps be seen in the " tythals " enclosed in the 
meads for the Eectors of Yarnton and Begbrooke in 
lieu of tithe, but the analogy is not very close. It 
will be seen that, in drawing the 13 balls, in Oxhay 
Mead they are drawn three times over, in Westmead 
five times, and in Pixey twice. Pixey is now drawn 
at a different time to the others. 



THE MUMMEBS' ACT AT WESTCOT BARTON. 

(Foreman steps out from among the company with 
an old hes(m and begins:—) 

Sweep, sweep a room for me 

And all my jolly company ; 

Sweep, sweep, old pots to find, 

Brass nails and rusty pins, they 

Bun upon my mind. 

Sweep, sweep, ye gallants all. 

And give me time to rise. 

I am come to show you a bit of activity 

This merry Christmas time. 
Foreman. Walk in the Boyal. {The Royal walks 
in.) 

I am the Royal the Prussian King, 
Bom to find the Christian King, 
If any Spanish, French or Turk think they can do 
Me any harm or hurt, let him come and try. 
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And send him to Jamaica to make mince pies. 

So I pray let all your voices sing 

For the sake of the Royal the Prussian King. 

Foreman. Walk in King George. (King George 
walks in blowing.) 

I am the man that dare bid thee stand. 

Though thou saidest ihou would cut me down with thy 

handy 
Though you said you would cut me up as small and 

numerous as flies. 
And send me to Jamaica to make mince pies. 
I have fought my battles in a field of clover, 
I have fought my batttle till the blood ran over, 
I have fought my battles through France and Spain, 
And here I am to fight again. 
So a battle, a battle betwixt you and I, 
To see which on the ground first shall lie. 

(Hie Royal and King George have a conflict in 
which King George receives his death-wound and 
falls dowrC). 

Foreman. King George is wounded through his heart 

and likewise through his knee. 
Fifty pounds I'd fireely give if only that noble old 

Doctor was here. 
Doctor, doctor, stop nor stay. 
But mount old Dobbin and come this way. 
Doctor. I am the noble doctor good. 
My hands were never stained in blood. 
Foreman. Pray, noble doctor, where do you come 

from ? 
Doctor. I come from Poitugal, France and Spain 
To fetch dead people to life again. 
Foreman. Pray, noble doctor, what can you cure ? 



35 

Doctw. All manner of diseases, 

Just what my pills pleases, 

Hard corns, soft corns, the itch, stitch, palsy, and the 
gout, pains within and pains without. 

Bring me an old woman seven years dead. 

And seven years laid in her grave, 

T would give her pills to work her through and through, 
incline her body and stomach too. If she 
haven't got one tooth in her head, if she can rise 
and crack one of my pills, I will be bound to 
fetch her to life again. My man Jack — 

Bighead. Yes, sir. Doctor. Bring those pills. 

Bighead. Fetch em. Doctoi\ I say bring them. 
Think I am going to keep a dog and bark. 

(Doctor runs after him.) 

Bighead. I be gwewing as fast as I can, sir. 

(Doctor comes in with the pills.) 

These are the pills that cure all ills. 

And work the old stomach through and through. 

Work the old stomach down to his knee. 

Fifty pounds I would receive if any man can do more 

than I can, 
{Doctor gives the dead man a pill). 
Doctor. My man Jack. Bighead. Yes, sir. 
Doctor. Softly hold up the head of the man, for I 

find the breath is nearly come into his old 

body again. 

( The performers run round the dead vnan to find his 

head) 

Is this it ? Is that it ? Is this it ? Is that it ? 
Doctor. Softly lay down his head for the breath is 
come into his old body again. If I break his old 
neck ril set it again. Rise up. King George, and 
fight again. (The Doctor helps him up). 
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Foreynan. Walk in, Beelzebub. 

(Bighead walks in blowing). 

Bighead. In comes I, so han't been bit, 
With my big head and little wit, 
My head is so big, and my wit is so small, 
But ril endeavour to please you all. 
In come I old Beelzebub, 
And on my shoulders I carry a club. 
And in my hand a dripping pan. 
And don't you think I'm a merry old man. 
Good dog, good dog, lay down your bones, 

And wrinkle up your ribs, 
My bonnie boys cock up one leg, 
And we will have a merry jig. 

(They all dance and the perforrnance is ended). 

Written for the Rev. J. Marshall in 1870, 



MAY MORNING SONGS FORMERLY SUNG AT WESTCOT 

BARTON. 

May Moiming. 

We been seeking fresh flowers, white yeUow and blue, 
We twine this sweet garland, dear mother, for you ; 
So bright is the sun, so hot is the day, 
So look my sweet garland is fading away. 

I smile, my dear child, but I almost could cry. 
The flowers that don't fade upon earth will not die ; 
I smile, my dear child, but I know it is true, 
The flowers that don't fade upon earth will not die. 



ITie May Oarland. 

Come see our new garland, so green and so gay, 
'Tia the first fruits of Spring, and the glory of May, 
Here are cowslips, and daisies, and hyacinths blue, 
Here are buttercups bright and anemones too. 
Here are pansiea all varied, and hawthorn so sweet, 
And the violets fhigrant together do meet. 
But yet there's no garland that we may entwine, 
Like a garland of virtue unfading, divine. 



38 



DEANERY OF DEDDINGTON. 

Adderbury (Edhurgherie). — The Church here was 
probably called after S. Edberg originally. We may 
refer to what we have said as to this Saint under 
" Bicester " in our last " Reports." The Church now 
bears the title of S. Mary the Virgin, and the Church 
at Milton that of S. John the Evangelist. '^ Feast 
Sunday " is the Sunday following August 26th, eleven 
days after the " Assumption," and the whole week is 
called " Feast Week." The Curfew is rung at 8 p.m., 
except when there has been a funeral in the day. The 
" Pancake Bell " tolls for an hour on Shrove Tuesday. 
In Lent there are nine o'clock and four o'clock bells 
daily. The same custom prevails at Barrow-on- 
Humber, and an old " Terrar " of that parish, quoted 
in " English Bells and Bell Lore," sayu " The Clarke 
receiveth from every cottager at Easter three pence, 
and from every Husbandman for every Plough Land 
eight pence, and for ringing the Day Bell and Night 
Bell in harvest two pecks of wheat, being also obliged 
to ring at Nine o'clock and Four o'clock all the time 
of Lent." 

Banbury. — Church of S. Mary, and at Neithrop 
Church of S. Paul. South Banbury has a new Church, 
" Christ Church," and the hamlet of Ghrimsbury a 
modem Church of S. Leonard, in whose name there 
had formerly been a hospital here. All memory of 
the pageant connected with " Banbury Cross " seems 
to have passed away. This town, once remarkable for 
its Crosses, its large and handsome Church, and strong 
Castle, was a great place for pageants, but the puri- 
tanical spirit, for which it was famous in Charles L's 
reign, had much to do with changing all that. " Ban- 
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bury Cakes" are still in repute, but the "Banbury 
Cheeses/' which enjoyed an earlier fame, do not seem 
to be made now. The rich pastures of the neighbour- 
hood no donbt gave them their high character, and we 
have seen an ancient press in a farmhouse a few miles 
to the Noith of Banbury, which may have been used 
in their preparation. 

The following particulars have been supplied by 
Mr. W. Potts, Kiitor of the Banbury Guaraian : — 

New Land Wake. — This festival occurred on July 
21st, and lasted three days. It took the form of a 
Mock Mayor election, any inhabitant of that part of 
the town called New Land (which was mainly unbuilt 
on, what houses there were being of the cottage class) 
who refused to serve in turn being fined. He was, 
after election, chaired round the town, preceded by 
his mace-bearers carrying large cabbage stalks. It was, 
as usual then with these festivals, the occasion of a 
good deal of drunkenness and disorder. Houses in 
this part were converted into eating-houses, and I was 
told by an old inhabitant that he had seen about fifty 
people trying to dance in a small room in a cottage. 
On July 21st, 1890, I happened to be in Fish Street, 
a street running into New Land, and found flags 
hanging from some of the houses and children racing 
for sweets, I asked what was going on, and was told 
it was New Land Wake. I believe that was the last 
observance of it, for I have seen nothing of it since. 
There was not to my knowledge any mock mayor on 
this occasion. That aspect of it must have died some 
years before, when I cannot say, but within my recol- 
lection, say twenty-five years, nothing of the sort has 
occurred. There is a proverb connected with the 
wake which is worth preserving. It runs : — 
" At New Land Wake 
Winter is at the Conduit Gate." 
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The Conduit was at the top of New Land, and I 
suppose the purport of the couplet is that the days 
had reached their greatest length, and were beginning 
to shorten. 

May Morning. — Another piece of local folk-lore 
worth preserving, but which I do not think has ever 
appeared in print, is a custom, which must have ex- 
pired early last century, for the boys of Banbury to 
resort on the morning of May Day to Crouch Hill, a 
hUl about a mile from the town, with horns to greet 
the rising sun, after which they returned to serenade 
the old unmarried ladies of the town. This would 
seem to be a kindred survival to the Magdalen Tower 
ceremony. 

Water Cure. — I also have a note, the source of 
which I regret I am unable now to find, to the effect 
that in the Banbury neighbourhood, it was customary 
to catch and bottle the rain that fell on Holy Thurs- 
day, as a remedy for sore eyes. I have also been told 
that a stream of water which runs down from the 
Crouch Hill, mentioned above, towards the town was 
resorted to as beneficial for sore eyes. A spring in 
Ambrosden Park is resorted to in Holy Thursday for 
the same purpose. 

Mediceval Chapels in Banbury. — ^In the Middle 
Ages there were chapels in Banbury dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity and to St. Sunday. The site of the 
former I have not been able to identify. The latter 
was situated in Church Lane. 

Barford S. Michael. — ^The Church of S. Michael 
stands on an eminence. Barford S. John is now united 
to Barford S. Michael, and has a Church of S. John. 

Bloxham. — Church of S, Mary. Mummers be- 
longing to this parish used to give here, and in neigh- 
bouring parishes, the Act of *' Robin Hood and 
Little John." 
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Bodicote. — Church of S. John the Baptist. There 
is a nine o'clock bell on Sunday mornings, and a 
'* Pancake Bell " at noon on Shrove Tuesday. Here, 
as at other villages in this part, the bell tolls after as 
well as before a funeral. On May Day a king and a 
queen are chosen from among the children, and are 
dressed up, and a large garland made on hoops is 
carried by them on a pole. Other children accompany 
them and sing. The Village Feast is on the Friday in 
Whit Week. 

Gh^eat Bourton. — Church of All Saints. 

Broughton. — Church of S. Mary the Virgin. The 
Wake follows the Sunday after August 26th, or 
follows that day if it fall on Sunday. 

Claydon. — The Church is dedicated under the title 
of S. James, and the Wake follows the Sunday after 
August 5th, old S. James' Day, but is not much ob- 
served now. Bells ring at 8 a.m. and 9 a.m. on 
Sunday, the old hours of Mattins and Mass. When 
there is an 8 o'clock celebration, the usual bell is 
followed by the ringing of two bells, which ringing is 
called the '* Sacrament Bell." There is one old cottage 
here, built of the yellowish stone of the country, which 
is held by " key-hold " tenure. We have mentioned 
a similar custom under ** Noke." Clattercote was a 
Gilbertine house with Chapel of S. Leonard, which 
still exists. 

Cropredy. — Church of S. Mary. This parish in- 
cluded up to the last century five neighbouring 
parishes. The Bishop of Lincoln owned it in Domes- 
day. Its history is recorded in our " Transactions " 
for 1879. A bell is rung thrice daily, at 5 a.m., at 
noon, and at 8 p.m. In 1512 Master Roger Lupton^ 
Vicar of Cropredy, made provision by bequest for 
"Oon persoone to keep dewly the clok of Cropredy 
aforesaid goynge hourely, and to ring dayly, boui 
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wynter and somer, at foure of the clok in the momyng, 
the grettest or the myddell bell, by the- space of a 
quarter of an houre ; and to toll dayly the Avees bell 
at sex of the clok in the momyng, at XII of the 
clok at noone, and at foure of the clok at afteruoone." 
Provision is also made for tolling at VII in the winter, 
and after *' three toUs " ringing curfew for a quarter 
of an hour, and tolling and ringing curfew in like 
manner between VIII and IX in the summer. A 
" Pancake Bell " is rung at noon on Shrove Tuesday. 
The " Aves' Bell " is here distinct from the Curfew, 
but more usually the Curfew was the sign for the 
saying of the "Angelus," ordered by Pope John 
XXII., after each of the three clauses of which is said 
"Ave Maria," &c., the whole being followed by a 
pi-ayer to the same effect aa our Collect for the Annun- 
ciation. 

Deddington. — The Parish Church is dedicated under 
the title of 8S. Peter and Paul, while modem chapels 
have been built in Clifton and Hempton, bearing the 
titles respectively of S. James and S. John the 
Evangelist. That at Hempton replaces an old one of 
unknown dedication. There is now no Village Feast. 
The Curfew is rung on week-day evenings, unless there 
be service at the Church at that hour. The history of 
this Parish is to be found in our " Transactions " for 
1879. 

Drayton, — Church of S. Peter. 

Hanwell. — Church of S. Peter. 

Horley. — Church of S. Etheldreda, with Village 
Feast on the Monday nearest the eighth of June. In 
the Calendar of the Salisbury Use the death of S. 
Etheldreda is commemorated on June 23rd, and the 
Translation of her remains on October 1 7th. As in 
the case of S. Swithin at Merton, the less popular of 
two days connected with the Saint appears to have 
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been commemorated. We can readily imagine that 
the Festival was anticipated by a few days to avoid 
the hay time. 

Hornton. — Church of S. John the Baptist, with 
Village Feast on the third Friday in July. The May 
Day garlands are carried about in this parish and in 
Horley. 

Milcombe. — Church of S. Lawrence. 

Mollington. — Church of All Saints. There used to 
be Mummers, one line of whose Act was, '* Here be £, 
with my girt head, and little wit." 

South Nemngton. — The Dedication of the Church 
is S. Peter ad Vincula, and some frescoes have been 
discovered in it since the Society's last visit. August 
1st is the day of " S. Peter's Chains," and the Sunday 
next after it is observed as " Feast Sunday." A beU 
is rung at noon on every day except Sunday; and the 
Curfew every day at 8 p.m., except on Saturday and 
Sunday. The mid-day bell is probably the " Angelus." 
In Tirol to this day the traveller entering a village at 
mid-day will hear the Church bell ring at noon. The 
guides and peasants doff their hats, aud say the 
"Angelus," which consists of three texts, each fol- 
lowed by an Ave with a concluding prayer. As we 
have said above, the evening Angelus, very familiar to 
all who have travelled in Roman Catholic districts, 
has often survived in our Curfew, and in some parishes 
the early Angelus also survives. At Newington, as at 
Adderbury, there are bells daily in Lent at 9 a.m. and 
4 p.m. For this Exeter College pays the clerk the 
value of four sacks of wheat a year, — two at Michael- 
mas, one at Christmas, and one at Easter. On the 
day of a funeral a few strokes are rung on each bell 
in turn at 9 a.m. The same custom is found at 
Bishop's Cannings, Wiltshire. 
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Shenington. — Church of the Holy Trinity. The 
Wake is on Trinity Monday, and though less ob- 
served than formeriy serves as a meeting time for 
families. On Whitsunday and the two following 
Sundays the Church is strewn with grass. A piece of 
ground, now let in allotments, was left to provide 
" rushes " for this purpose. The word used at any 
rate is juiicare, but this word early acquired the more 
general signification of the French joncher. to strew. 
The custom of ringing the " Pancake Bell," on Shrove 
Tuesday at noon still survives, and the Clerk expects 
a share of the pancakes made that day. A bell is 
rung on Sunday at 7.30 a.m., if there is no early 
Celebration of the Holy Communion, and another at 
9, if there is Morning Service at 1 1 , but not otherwise. 
A bell is rung after Morning Service, to intimate that 
there will be an Evening Service,or at 2 o'clock, when 
no Morning Service has been held. 

Sib ford Gower. — ^The Church is dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity, and the Village Feast is held on the 
Monday after the first Sunday in June. 

Swalcliffe. — Church of SS. Peter and Paul with a 
Church of S. Anne at EpweU, and Church of S. Martin 
at ahutford. " Harvest " or " Gleaning bells " used 
to be rung here at 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. The "Pancake 
Bell " is still rung at 11.30 on Shrove Tuesday morn- 
ing, and the " Lent Bell " is rung up and down on 
each week-day in Lent at noon. 

Tadmarton. — Church of S. Nicholas. 

Grreat Tew. — Church of S. Michael. 

Little Tew. — Modern Church of S. John the Evan- 
gelist. There had been an ancient Chapel here. 

Wardington. — Church of S. Mary Magdalene. The 
Feast is held a fortnight after her day. 

Wigginton. — Church of S. Giles. The Village Feast 
is held on the Monday after old S. Giles' Day, i.e., 
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September 1 2th. The bells are rung for half-an-hour 
or more between 5 and 6 a.m. on the Mondays in 
Advent^ a custom which is observed in some parishes 
of Northamptonshire. In other parishes the Advent 
ringing survives in the case of S. Thomas' Day. At 
Charlton-on-Otmoor a peal is rung before 6 a.m. on 
that day, and such ringing is not " practising for 
Christmas/' but part of the honour paid to the season 
of the Nativity. Till lately there was a bell at 9 a.m. 
on Sunday mornings, as well aB one at 8 a.m., the old 
hours of Mattins and Mass. Funerals used till recently 
to leave the Church by the south door, which was not 
otherwise used. They now enter and leave by the 
north-west door. 

Nether Worton. — Church of S. James, and Over 
Worton Church of the Holy Trinity. May Day is 
still observed by the children. 

Wroxton. — Church of All Saints with Chapel of 
Ease, bearing the title of S. Mary Magdalene at 
Balscote. 
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DEANERY OF WITNEY. 

Alvescot. — Church of S. Peter, which has some very 
interesting features. 

Asthall. — Church of 8. Nicholas, with district 
church at Asthcdleigh bearing the title of S. John the 
Evangelist. 

Bampton. — Church of S. Mary the Virgin. The 
Curfew is rung at 8 p.m. On Shrove Tuesday the 
Pancake Bell is rung at noon. Morris Dancing takes 
place here on Whit Monday, for a full account of 
which we must refer to Mr. Manning's article quoted 
above under Kidlington. Bampton-in-the-Bush was 
in the eighteenth century only approached by tracks 
over the Common, and had been, as its name indicates, 
in still earlier times surrounded by woodland. It may 
have become important from its neighbourhood to 
fords over the Thames, and subsequsntly became 
prosperous owing to its manufactures, but at all times 
must have been rather isolated. In the neighbouring 
manor of Aston and Cote we have the record of an 
interesting survival of the Village Community. It is 
fully discussed in Gomme's " Village Community," 
c. viii. The Common meadow was divided, and allot- 
ted at the time of hay cutting, in much the same 
manner as that at Yarnton. There were sixteen 
'' marks/' to each of which certain tenants had a right. 
At the drawmg of lots four tenants came forward, each 
with his mark cut on a piece of wood ; these were 
thrown into a hat, shaken, and drawn by a boy. The 
first drawing entitled its owner to have his portion of 
the Common meadow in " set one," the second drawn 
in " set two," and so on. When the first four had 
been provided for others came forward. The Com- 
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munity was self-organised, having its open air 
Assembly, and electing its own officers. ** The Six- 
teens " were a number of persons doing such things as 
are usually performed or done in the Courts Baron of 
other manors. "The Sixtecns" may represent that 
number of families, who originally made the settlement, 
and whose number was carefuUy preserved under 
changing conditions of ownership. 

In the town and neighbourhood of Bampton there 
are but few remains of old-world customs. In com- 
mon with very many other places, there still exists 
that of the '' Mummers," at Christmas, going round 
among the inhabitants, dressed out in grotesque 
arrangements of frippery, and enacting the tragi- 
comedy of " King George and the Turkish Knight." 
Alas, that the Patron Saint of the country is so com- 
pletely forgotten, that, to the rustic mind at least, his 
very personality is lost in that of the Four Georges. 
The characters in this '' merry and tragical, tedious 
and brief" comedy are Father Christmas, Saint George, 
the Turkish Knight, the Doctor, Robin Hood, and 
Little John. A dialogue, or rather a successive recit- 
ation, is gone through in an expressionless, sing-song 
tone, each performer during the whole time of his 
speech keeping himself in a state of motion, pacing 
about among his fellows. The '* Killing of the Turk- 
ish Knight " is by no means '^ lefb out," but the comic 
Doctor, with his magic phial, after a mountebank 
speech dilating on his own marvellous skill, speedily 
restores the Turkish Knight to his former fighting con- 
dition, and after more oratory of the same kind, all 
ends happily, without any further breach of the peace. 
The " piece," as recited, is of considerable length. A 
short selection from it, accurate as far as it goes, is 
given on the last leaf of Dr. Giles's '' History of 
Bampton," published in 1818. 
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At Whitsuntide takes place the usual procession and 
church attendance of the local Benefit Clubs, the 
equivalent of the more ancient " Wbitsun Ales/' 
There remains, however, one really old feature in the 
festivity of Whitsun Monday — the Morris Dance. 
There is a party of six or eight men, plus a fiddler, 
and a man with a blown bladder dependent firom the 
end of a stick, who acts as flapper and general en- 
courager of the dancers. This official is habited in 
parti-coloured dress, something like the official Jester 
of old time. The rest, except the fiddler, who has not 
committed himself to any but ordinary clothing, and 
another important actor in the scene whom I must not 
forget to mention, the Bearer of the Cake, who is like- 
wise neutral in attire, are all dressed in white, wearing 
hats gaily adorned with ribbons, and having buskins 
covered with small bells (dog-bells) attached to their 
legs. These men, to the music of the fiddle, go 
through several intricate dances, apparently traditional, 
on the lawns of the houses to which they are admitted, 
the jingle of the bells, of course, assisting the effect 
Sometimes one of the dancers, placing two sticks cross- 
wise on the turf, will essay his skill alone in something 
like a sword dance. M-ean while the man whom I have 
described as the Bearer of the Cake, inasmuch as ha 
holds a sword perpendicularly which has been passed 
through a round baking tin and through a cake baked 
within it, the sword bemg decked with flowers, offers 
a taste of the said cake to the people of the house, a 
penknife being stuck therein for the convenience of 
helping oneself. 

Bampton Aston has a Church of S. James, erected 
in 1839, and Bampton Lew a Church of the Holy 
Trinity, erected in 1 842. 

Shifford is a hamlet of Bampton Aston, with a 
modern Chapel of 8. Mary, replacing an old one. 
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There is pointed out here a " Parliament Field " or 
** Court Meadow " which is said to have been the scene 
of a Witan, held by King Alfred in 890. 

Bradwell — Church of SS. Peter and Paul. On 
Holy Innocents' Day a muffled peal is rung. 

Kelmscott has a Church of S. Geoige, but may 1 ake 
its name from the Mercian Saint Kenelm, 

Brize Norton. — S. Britius is the name of the 
Church, and his name is preserved in the name of the 
place. 

Broughton Pogis. — Church of S. Peter. 

Burford. — Church of S. John the Baptist, and at 
Fulbrook, Church of S. James. The Curfew is rung 
from Michaelmas Day to Lady Day (old style). Till 
about 1882 the bells were chimed at 9 sum., the com- 
mon hour of the Parochial Mass. On Shrove Tuesday 
the Tenor Bell is rung from 11 a.m. till noon. The 
defeat of JEthelbald, the Mercian King, by the West 
Saxons in 754 was commemorated here on Mid- 
summer Eve up to the eighteenth century by a 
procession with an effigy of a Dragon, because when 
Cuthred beat ^thelbald he took *' his standard, which 
was a portraiture of a Golden Dragon." J. H. Green 
however says that '' the West Saxons were marshalled 
under the Golden Dragon of their race." 

Burton Abbots ^ or Blackbourton. — Church of S. 
Mary. Feast Sunday is the Sunday after August 
12th. At 8 o'clock on Sunday morning a bell is 
tolled and two bells are chimed. A bell is tolled at 
the close of Morning Service on Sunday. 

Clanfidd. — S. Stephen's is the title of the Church. 
A bell is rung after Morning Service. 

Cogges. — ^The Church is dedicated under the title 
of S. Mary, llie Village Feast is on the Sunday 
following September Sth, Nativity of the B.y.M. 
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DucTdington. — ^Church of S. Bartholomew. The 
Sunday after S. Bartholomew's Day is Feast Sunday. 
Children used to come round till within the last ten or 
fifteen years, on New Year's Day ^nd a few may still 
do it), wishing people " A Happy New Year, A Pocket 
full of Money, and a Cellar full of Beer." Up to about 
the same time little girls used to come round on May 
Day with small apologies for garlands. At Christmas, 
men, and then latterly boys, came round with the 
Mummers' play of " S. George and the Turkish 
Knight," which Dr. Giles printed from a local version 
in his "History of Bampton," but this has greatly 
fallen off. A few boys attempt it sometimes still, but 
they have forgotten nearly the whole of it. The 
custom is practically dead. 

Hardwick and Cokethorpe. — ^The latter name is 
Danish. The Church of Cokethorpe bears the title of 
S. Mary the Virgin. The Sunday after Old Michael- 
mas Day is Feast Sunday, and this led to the 
supposition that the Church was S. Michael's. Browne 
Willis, in one of his MSS. in the Bodleian, says 
"S. Mary, not S. Michael's;" and in the Particulars 
of Grants, &c., 3, Edward VL, 1549, in the Public 
Kecord Office, voL i, p. 33, it is called a " Chapell of 
our Lady," and it is said that it " was founded, erected, 
and used principally for the oblation and offering to 
the picture of our Lady in the same Chapell." 
Endeavour was then made to get it confiscated, sold, 
and destroyed as only a Chantry Chapel and not a 
Parochial Church. 

Little Faringdon was formerly a Chapcby of Lang- 
ford. The dedication of the Church is unknown. 

Filkins. — Here is a modem Church of S. Peter. 
The Feast is on the Monday and Tuesday following 
October 11th. This may be partly fixed by Old 
Michaelmas Day, and partly by the canon issued in 
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1536 for the "Abrogation of Certain Holy-days."* 
Bradwell Church has the title of SS. Peter and Paul, 
and Filkins was formerly attached to that Parish, but 
June 29th, the old Day of these Saints, would often 
be at the busiest time of the year. 

Hailey. — Church of 8. John the Evangelist, and 
Crawley, Church of S. Peter (modem). The Village 
Feast Sunday follows August 4th. 

Holwdl. — Church of S. Mary the Virgin. 

KeiicoU — Church of S. George. 

Langford. — Church of S. Matthew. Feast Sunday 
follows S. Matthew's Day. The Church bell is tolled 
at 8 a.m. on Sunday mornings. On the Festival of 
the Holy Innocents a muffled peal is rung, as on the 
Eves of Christmas and New Year. 

Minster Lovell. — ^The Church is dedicated under the 
title of S. Eenelm, one of the Child Saints of Mercia, 
whose name is a favourite one in the Digby family. 
The two bells are rung frequently from November 5th 
to Christmas. The Village Feast is in July. 

Northmoor. — The Church bears the title of S. Denis. 
Feast Day is October 22nd, the day of S. Denis. The 
Tenor bell is toUed after funerals. 

Shilton. — The dedication of the Church is not 
known. 

SouthUigh, — ^The Church bears the title of S. James 
the Great, and Feast Sunday follows August 5th, 
which is old S. James' Day. 

Standlake. — Church of S. Giles. The Sunday 
following old S. Giles' Day is Feast Sunday. There 
was, it seems, in early times a Hermitage on the 
Gloucester Road in this Parish, which was afterwards 
known by the name of *' The Checquers," as it had 
become an Inn. Here, at the Rogationtide perambu- 

* V. p. 21 of onr last Report. 
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lation of the boundaries, the procession stopped for 
refreshment. At certain points in such processions the 
Parish Priest used to read some portion of the Gospel, 
whence " Gospel Oaks " take their name. An old 
Hermitage would have been a natural spot for such 
an observance. And so, perhaps, as Brewer in his 
" Oxfordshire " conjectures, originates Kennett's rela- 
tion of the Minister of the Parish in his Rogationtide 
procession reading a Gospel at a barrel's head in the 
cellar of the Chequers' Inn. The place of refreshment 
naturally would not always be on the Parish boundary. 
The custom has quite died out. 

Taynton. — Church of S. John the Evangelist. 
Taynton Apple Pie Feast is on the Sunday after 
Burford Fair Day, September 25th. On S. Thomas' 
Day a special sermon used to be preached, and loaves 
were distributed to the poor. At one time these 
loaves were thrown from the Tower of the Church, 
and scrambled for. 

Westwdl. — Church of S. Mary. 

Widford. — S. Oswald's . Church, and Swinhrookj S. 
Mary's Church, visited by our Society in 1904. 

Witney — S. Mary's Church. Here it was that in 
former days, as Whitsuntide approached, horns used 
to be sounded in the neighbourhood. To make one 
of these a withy pole was barked and the skin twisted 
into a horn, in which a bassoon reed was inserted. 
Many people paraded, blowing these horns. On Whit 
Monday they proceeded to Chase Green, where they 
broke their norns on the stile leading to Hailey, called 
Codling Comer. They hunted in Wychwood Forest, 
the first deer killed going to Hailey, the second to 
Crawley, and the third to Witney. This last was 
cooked in an enormous frying pan. A piece of the 
slain deer^s skin was much valued, and generally stuck 
in £ront of the hat. After the hunt there were fights 
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between the champions of different parishes. In later 
times on Whitsunday there waa a great procession of 
the people to church, and on the following Monday and 
Tuesday races on Curbridge Downs, concluding with a 
donkey race from the Church Door to Staple Hall and 
back. On the Wednesday was the Forest Fair, insti- 
tuted towards the end of the 18th century. This is 
now abolished. 

The Fifth of November was marked by fights 
between those who lived North and those who lived 
South of the river. This was no doubt a relic of some 
very early racial or clan feud. The upper and lower 
towns were in former times distinct. In many places 
annual football struggles in the streets, often little 
better than free fights, have originated in some im- 
memorial distinction of origin. 

YeTford. — Church of S. Nicholas and S. Swithun. 
The origin of the double dedication, to Saints far apart 
in history and locality, and whose commemoration 
days are as far apart as December and July, is not 
known. The Church is called S. Nicholas in a 
presentation by the Crown in 1637 which is in the 
Public Record Office. Its name is not found in 
documents among the Episcopal and Archidiaconal 
records. Possibly in some ancient wills bequests to 
the Church may occur which (as offcen happens in 
such cases) may mention its designation. In one of 
Browne Willis' MSS. in the Bodleian Library, which 
gives a list of Oxfordshire dedications, Telford is left 
blank. 
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ANNUAL EXCURSION. 1905. 

This took place on Thursday, 8th June, with 
Chipping Norton as a starting point. The party, 26 
iu number, were met at the Parish Church by the 
Vicar, the Rev. G. A. Littledale, who kindly described 
its most striking features. It wiis originally erected 
early in the fourteenth century, but has undergone 
many alterations. What first strikes a stranger on 
enterinc: the Church is its width and the amount of 
light within it owing to the largeness of the clerestory 
windows, which extend nearly the whole length of the 
lofty Perpendicular nave. An unusual feature is the 
large eastern nave window in the clerestory containing 
inner tracery of beautiful design. The shrine of three 
niches (about a.d. 1500) over the north side of the 
chancel arch was, until the last restoration, completely 
hidden with plaster and mural slabs ; it is conjectured 
to have contained the tomb of the founder of the 
clerestory. The chancel retains some traces of earlier 
work than the rest of the building in the low external 
buttresses at the east end, and in the arcade which 
divides it from the north chancel aisle. It is doubtful 
if the east window is of its original design, as it has 
been rebuilt. There are good late fifteenth century 
sedilia and a fine early Decorated hagioscope from the 
north chancel aisle. The staircase of the roodloft is 
remarkable in having a doorway opening into the 
chancel. The brasses happily replaced, and now set in 
oak on the north wall of the nave, have the story of 
their maltreatment, removal, and recovery fully related 
in the " Journal of the Oxford University Brass-rubbing 
Society," vol. i. The south porch (Perpendicular) is 
hexagonal with beautiful vaulting and a parvise. The 
tower is modern (rebuilt in 1823) and judging from 
the drawing by Skelton, which hangs in the vestry, 
the original was of finer proportions. After cordially 



9 

thanking the Vicar, we proceeded in drags to Little 
Compton, where we were welcomed by Mr. L. L. Yelf 
and the Rev. J. H. Killick, under whose guidance the 
Church and manor house, replete with memories of 
Archbishop Juxon, were visited. The old house, 
garnished with antique weapons and relics of former 
times, and full of Jacobean oakwork, was greatly 
admired — the beautifully carved panelling of the " oak 
room" and the study and oratory of Juxon being 
specially noted. An account of Archbishop Juxon, 
with a woodcut of his house and the Church will be 
found in the first number of the published "Trans- 
actions " of the Society. In the Church the old 
Communion table is that used in Juxon's days and the 
altar cloth was apparently presented by Sir William 
Juxon, nephew and heir of the Archbishop, as in the 
centre is worked in gold thread " I. — W.E. Ao. Di., 
1678," the letters W.E. being the initials of the donor 
and his wife. Some years ago this cloth was sold and 
wjis only recently recovered by the present Vicar, who 
on visiting a parishioner found it being used as a 
covering for a sofa. After thanking the Vicar and Mr. 
Yeld for their courtesy we drove onward to Moreton- 
in-the-Marsh, passing the Four-shire Stone, and at the 
Swan Hotel partook of an excellent luncheon. At the 
annual meeting after luncheon the Rev. G. E. 
Barnes occupied the chair. He announced that 
Mrs. Stapleton, widow of our late Treasurer, had 
kindly sent a donation of £10 to the Society. He 
proposed that Mrs. Stapleton be elected a life member. 
This proposition was carried by acclamation. The 
Chairman, continuing, said that the time had come, 
when, owing to other engagements, he felt he must not 
again seek re-election as Secretary. The Rev. E. R. 
Massey proposed a vote of thanks to the hon. secretary 
for his valued services and said that they all hoped he 
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would re-coDsider his decision and again allow himself 
to be nominated. In compliance with the general 
wish of the meeting Mr. Barnes consented to continue 
in ofiBce on condition of being assisted in some of its 
duties. Mr. 6. C. Druce drew attention to the state 
of the Roman villa at Stonesfield. At the present 
time the place was left so that any part of the tesselated 
pavement could be carried off. The protective en- 
closure erected some years ago was now too dilapidated 
to be of any use. He thought that if the Duke of 
Marlborough were written to, some steps would 
probably be taken to preserve the villa. He proposed 
that this should be done, and Mr. Jenner G. Marshall 
having seconded, the resolution was carried. Follow- 
ing the meeting, a visit was paid to the Cottle 
Hospital where in the Boardroom is " King Charles* 
Chair," of which the traditional history is given in a 
framed placard — " The chair on which King Charles I. 
sat during his trial in Westminster Hall ; it passed 
directly to Mr. Sands Cox, who obtained it from Lady 
Fane, of Little Compton, in the County of Warwick, 
the direct descendant of Bishop Juxon." The journey 
then took a backward turn to the famous " Stonehenge 
of Oxfordshire," the RoUright Stones. It is over 50 
years since our Society has visited this noted spot — in 
fact it was the first place selected for an excursion (in 
July, 1854) and a paper read on the occasion by Mr. 
Thomas Becbley, the historian of Banbury, and printed 
in the first volume of our " Transactions " is still worth 
consulting. * As time was rapidly passing, no attempt 
was made to perform the task of twice correctly 
counting the stones and relieving the petrified warriors 
from their enchantment. The party broke up at 
Chipping Norton, the majority leaving by the 4.10 
train. The weather was all that could be desired and 
the excursion was in all respects most enjoyable. 
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DEANERY OF CHIPPING NORTON. 

Oxfordshire was certainly a " Forest Canton " 
among the Shires of Mediaeval England, and none of 
the forests of this county have left more distinct 
marks of their existence than Wychwood Forest. Its 
bounds extended in 1300 from Chadlington in the 
north to Witney in the south, and from near Wood- 
stock in the east to Gloucestershire in the west. In 
1815 it still included with Combury Park 6,720 acres. 
A great part of this Deanery lies about the Forest. 
Some towns and villages had limited rights of hunting, 
and of obtaining fue], and we fear that the old custom 
of poaching was very prevalent. Arthur Young gave 
this as one of the reasons for the enclosure of the 
Forest, going so far as to say that " Oxford gaol would 
be uninhabited were it not for this fertile source of 
crimes." White, in his Selborne, we may remember, 
gives somewhat similar testimony with regard to the 
poaching in Wolmer Forest. It was also no doubt a 
district at least as full as others of witches and ghost 
stories. Mrs. Sturge Henderson in her very charming 
book on North Oxfordshire relates some instances. It 
is curious that poor Amy Robsart's ghost should haunt 
the great avenue of Cornbury Park, and have become 
" the Angel of Sudden Death " in that neighbourhood. 
One would rather have expected her ghost to be at 
Cumnor, and that Dudley's second wife, who very 
likely caused his death, would have been the spectre 
of " Tower Light." Witches were quite common only 
a few years ago. A Hook Norton woman has told me 
of one who " played upon " her own son, upset horses, 
and made a girl who was very ill stand on the ceiling. 
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In spite of the united efforts of Church Parsons and 
Wesleyan Preachers, she continued her evil courses. 
Finally they were going to weigh her against the 
Church Bible, but " the chaps got round with sticks," 
and threatened to kill her if she appeared, and the 
proceedings were stayed. 

Ascott-under- Wychioood. — Church of the Holy 
Trinity. 

Charlhurij^ with Shorthampton and Chilson and 
Chadlington. — At Charlbury, Diuma, " the apostle of 
the Midlands " was buried " above the waters of the 
Windrush." The Manor belonged to Kings of Mercia, 
and was given in the 10th century to the Bishop of 
Lincoln, and in 1109 A.D., the Bishop of Lincoln gave 
it to the Abbey of EynshauL The Church at Charl- 
bury bears the title of S. Mary the Virgin, that at 
Chadlington of S. Nicholas, and that at Shorthampton 
of All Saints, which has some interesting frescoes. 
The market now held on Fridays was granted in 1135 
A.D. by King Stephen. There is also a fair held on 
January 1. There is an old tradition of a Charlbury 
Flitch having been given in former years for a man 
" who minded his own business and no one else's " for 
a term of yeiirs, either 10 or 20 our informant says. 
A man named Huckin is said to have won it about 80 
years ago. 

The " Pancake Bell " is rung here on Shrove Tues- 
day. On Sundays a bell is rung after service is over, 
and before the service there is a ringing between the 
peals called the " sermon bell." In tolling for a death, 
three strokes are given first in the case of a man, and 
two for a woman. 

Chastleton. — Church of S. Mary the Viigin. 

Chipping Norton. — Church of S. Mary the Virgin. 
The first Tuesday in July has long been the Club Feast 
Day. There used to be " Seed Feasts " and '' Harvest 
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Homes," but they have fallen into disuse. The bells 
are rung early in the morning on S. Thomas' Day. 
The Curfew was rung until about 47 years ago. It 
is within the remembrance of the older inhabitants 
that the Parish Beadle perambulated the town at 
night, carrying a long staff from which was suspended 
a lantern In stentorian tones he called out the hours. 
Until within a few years since, it was the custom, on 
the 8th of May (except when it fell on a Sunday), 
to open the regulated pasture known as the " Great 
Common " for cattle grazing, the day being observed 
as a public holiday, drinking booths, stalls, &c., being 
erected. 

CornweU.—ChvLTch of S. Peter. 

Enstone. — The Church, like that of Minster Lovell, 
is dedicated under the title of S. Kenelm, a boy saint, 
son of Kenulf, King of Mercia. He succeeded his 
father about 819, and through the enmity of a sister 
was murdered near Halesowen. A pillar of light 
showed the place where his body was hid in a thicket, 
and a white dove conveyed the news of his murder to 
Saint Peters at Rome. His day is July 17th. 

Fifield. — Church of S. John the Baptist. 

Finstoch and Fawler. — Church of the Holy Trinity. 
The Church is modern. Ascension Day is the occasion 
for the Parish Benefit Society's Festival. The people 
used to be allowed to take six unshod horses into the 
Forest, and bring out each a young tree, which trees 
were sawn up afterwards for the poor. 

Heythrop. — Church of S. Nicholas. 

Hook Norton. — Church of S. Peter. On S. Peter's 
Day was a fair, known by the children as " Cherry 
Fair," cherries being displayed in great abundance on 
that occjision. There was a " Bull Roast " on great 
occasions, probably annually in earlier times. An ox 
was roasted whole in the street, or occasionally a sheep. 
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People took their plates and bought some of the flesh. 
There used to be in November a Horse Fair, with 
which the *'Bull Roost" was probably connected. 
*' Ball-racing " took place on "Ball Monday/' which 
was Easter Monday. It was held in the " Park." 
It had its name from the largo " suck-balls," sweets 
made and sold specially on that day. They were " ai 
large as little patty-pans," and soft, apparently oi 
a U)ffee character. The prizes were aprons and gar- 
ments given by the farmers and others. My informant 
remembers praying for fine weather on Ball Monday. 
On May Day there were garlands, and on S. Valen- 
tine's Day children went about singing, 

*' Good morning, good morning. Valentine, 
ril be yours, if you'll be mine." 

A bell used to ring at 4 a.m. in the summer months, 
and at 8 p.m. all the year round. On Sunday there 
was a bell at 9 a.m. and a ** dinner bell " rung after 
service, and every day at noon (the mid-day Angelus). 
At funerals there was an " inviting-bell " before the 
service, and it was tolled afterwards. 

Kingham. — ^Uhurch of S. Andrew. 

Leajield'Cum-Wychwood. — Church of S. Michael 
and All Angels, consecrated in 1860 A.D., preceded by 
a smaller fabric called Leafield Chapel, of the same 
dedication, built in 1824. The Village Feast is kept 
on the Monday after October 11th. There are holiday 
observances during the Whitsun week, but especially 
on the Friday and Saturday Leafield was formerly 
noted for morris dancing. It has long been a custom 
for the children to carry liquorice and bottles into the 
forest and fields on Palm Sunday and drink the 
liquorice dissolved in water ; and they also make 
fires if possible. 

MiUon-under-Wychwood. — Church of SS. Simon 
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and Jude. The Village Feast is on the Monday before 
October 1 Ith. This seems to have been fixed in com- 
pliance with the canon of 1536 ordering Dedication 
Festivals to be kept on the first Sunday in October, 
modified subsequently by Puritan feeling, and changed 
to Monday. 

Ranisden. — Church of S. James, rebuilt on old site. 

Great Rolhnght. — Church of S. Andrew. The 
" Priory Mill " recalls the former existence here of an 
Augustinian Priory, and the little green called "The 
Cross " of a Village Cross, of which some remains 
existed within living memory. There was also a 
Wake about S. Andrew's Pay, when badger-baiting was 
among the amusements. The " May Garland " is still 
kept up. 

Little Rollright. — Church of 8. Philip, In this 
parish are the famous " Rollright Stones," on which 
Mr. H. A. Evans has some interesting remarks in his 
recent work on " Highways and Byways in Oxford and 
the Cots wolds." 

Salfwd.—GYiXixcYi of S. Mary. 

Sarsden. — Church of S. James with Churchill a 
new Church of All Saints, at some distance from which 
is the chancel of an old Church now used as a 
Mortuary Chapel. 

Shipton-unaer-Wychwood. — Church of S. Mary. 
The Wake was originally on the Tuesday nearest to 
September 8th, the day of the Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin. It was to some degree resuscitated by the late 
Vicar in 1897. The " Beating of the Bounds " used 
to be observed at Rogation Tide. Laugley, once the 
seat of a Royal Palace is in this parish. 

Spelshuru. — Church of All Saints. 

Stverfbra with Showell — Church of S. Mary. 
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DEANERY OF CUDDESDON. 

Albury. — Ohurcb of S. Helen. The election of a 
May Queen, and the carrying of a garland to the 
Church on May Day has been observed during the last 
twenty years. It is a revival due to the influence ot 
" Whitelands." 

Marsh Baldon. — Church of S. Peter. 

Toot Baldon. — Church of S. Laurence. 

Benson. — Church of S. Helen. On Whitsun Tues- 
day sports are held here, but there is nothing to show 
that this was an ancient vilLige feast, though a Benefit 
Society used to hold its anniversary on this day. The 
hamlet of Roke has its feast, which is apparently 
ancient, on Old Michaelmas Day (October 12) if a 
Monday, and otherwise on the Monday next after that 
day. 

Chislehampton. — Church of S. Catherine, with 
Stadhampton, Church of S. John the Baptist. There 
was an earlier Church of S. Mary at Chislehampton. 

Clifton Hampden. — Church of S. Michael and All 
Angels. 

Cowley. — Church of S James. In this Church the 
Dedication Crosses remain. In the parish is the 
desecrated Chapel of S. Bartholomew, attached to 
what was originally a hospital for lepers. Here also 
the dedication crosses on the walls arc very distinct. 
The Fellows of New College, Oxford, used to proceed 
on Holy Thursday to the Chapel, and afterwards to 
chant round the neighbouring well, known as Stock- 
well. The honouring of wells, or dressing them with 
flowers, as at Tissington, in Derbyshire, or seeking 
water from a once holy source for sore eyes, is con- 
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nected with Holy Thursday. The Roman Fontinalia 
took place on October 13, *'tum et in foutes coronas 
jaciuut et puteos corouant." — W. W. Fowler's Roman 
Festivals, p. 240. But such transference proves 
nothing against a real connection between the Pagan 
and Christian festival observances. 

Cowley, — Church of SS. Mary and John. The 
Conventual Church of S. John the Evangelist is in 
this parish. 

Cuddesdon. — Church of All Saints. 

Culham. — Church of S. Paul. The village feast is 
on Ascension Day. 

Dorchester. — Abbey Church of SS. Peter and Paul. 
This place, once a Roman town, then a Bishop's home, 
and the scene of Royal Baptisms, has now little but 
its beautiful Church to remind one of its bygone 
glories. The Village Fair on Easter Tuesday has 
dwindled in importance. The Wool Fair in the second 
week of July might pos8il)ly be related to the old Feast 
Day of the patron saints on June 29. Some years 
ago this fair was removed to Didcot on account of the 
railway. The children observe May Day, dancing and 
singing through the streets, and go to Church after- 
wards. With what money they collect they have a 
tea on Asi:ension Day. On Shrove Tuesday the 
children sing from door to door — 

" Pit, pat, the pan is hot, 
Here we come a-shroving. 
Bread and cheese is so dear, 
Makes us come a-shroving here. 
Up with the pitcher, 
Down with the pan ; 
Give me a penny. 
And rU be gone." 
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There are Club Feasts on Whit Monday and Tues- 
day, which take the place of the Church Ales. At 
Christmas the Choir-boys sing, and the Ringers ring 
(with hand-bells) round the village. 

Drayton. — Church of S. Leonard. Feast Sunday 
is the first Sunday after November 18th, which is 
twelve days after S. Leonard's Day. 

Garsington, — Church of S. Mary, containing the 
original altar-slab with incised crosses. 

Holton.—Ghxxrck of S. Bartholomew. The old 
castle contained a chapel. Fesist Sunday is the first 
Sunday Jifter old S. Bartholomew's Day, and the 
feasting takes place on the following Monday. 

Great Haseley, — Church of S. Peter. Ryeote 
Liberty in this parish contains the disused chapel of 
S. Michael and AH Angels. 

Horsipath.—C\i\3LVc\i of S. Giles. 

Iffley. — Church of S. Mary. 

Littlemo7*e. — Church of SS. Mary the Virgin and 
Nicholas. A wayside chapel probably once stood near 
the site of the present Church, of which some traces 
were found when the foundations of the raodera 
Church were being laid in 1835. The hamlet was 
attached to the Church of S. Mary the Virgin, of 
which it became a chapelry, when the nave of the 
present Church had been built by the Etev. J. H. New- 
man. In 1847 it became a separate benefice. Feast 
Sunday is on the 22nd of September, or, if that be 
not a Sunday, on the Sunday next after it, the Church 
having been consecrated on September 22nd, 1836. 
There is a fair on the following Monday. There is 
also a " Hill's Ale Feast" on Whit Monday. 

Great Milton. — Church of S. Mary. Feast Sunday 
is the Sunday next after September 21st, which is 
within the octave of the Nativity of the B.V.M,, if 
allow^ance be made for the change of Calendar. 
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Little Milton.— ChvLTch of S. James, ' which was 
consecrated on June 4th, 1844. The Feast is observed 
on the first Monday after the 6th of August, which is 
twelve days after S. James' Day. The Parish was only 
formed in 1844, and consists of the townships of Little 
Milton and Ascot. 

Xewington.— Church of 8. Giles. Newington was a 
"Peculiar" of the Monks of Canterbury (Christ 
Church) until the Reformation, and then a ** Peculiar" 
of the Archbishop. It was merged in the Diocese of 
Oxford in Bishop Wilberforce's time, and the patronage 
transferred to the Bishop. From ancient times till 
about seventeen years ago there was a Feast, commonly 
called " Brockenton Feast " from Brock or Brookhamp- 
ton, which adjoins Stadhampton parish, but is a part 
of Newington. The feast was then transferred to 
Stadhampton, and is now spoken of as " Stadham 
Feast." Before the change Stadhampton had no feast 
at all, and it is still fixed on S. Giles's Day (old style), 
which is the dedication of Newington Church. Brook- 
hampton being in Newington Parish, the Feast 
evidently belonged to this parish, though its closeness to 
Stadhampt(»n led to the transference mentioned above, 

Nuneham Courtenay. — Tliere are two Churches 
standing in the parish, though the older is unused. 
Both are dedicated to All Saints. The new Church 
was built mainly at the expense of the late Edward 
Harcourt, Esq., about 1877. The older one was built 
by the last Lord Harcourt upon the site of a much 
earlier one, of which the remains are to be seen in the 
grounds of Baldon House, Marsh Baldon. Feast 
Sunday is the Sunday which follows November 15th. 
There was formerly dancing at the " Harcourt Arms," 
which has been discontinued. In the course of the 
week before the Feast, people kill their pigs, and each 
family has a Pig-Feast on the Saturday. 
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Sandford-upon- Thames. — Church of S. Andrew. 

Warborough. — Church of S. Lawrence, which con- 
tains the remains of some fine frescoes. The Feast is 
observed on the Monday following S. Lawrences Day, 
accordincr to the old reckouinc^. A bell rings at 8 a.m. 
on Sunday mornings, and also after morning service. 
These were the old bell for Mattins, and the mid-day 
Angelus. 

Waterpein^y. — Church of S. Mary the Virgin. 

Watevstoch — Church of S. Leonard. 

Wheatley. — Church of S. Mary, which was erected 
in 1857-8, the parish having been fornlerly att^iched 
to the parish of Cuddesdon. There are May Day 
Garlands here, and there were till a few years ago 
Christmas Mummers. At the foot of the hill below 
the Vicarage, and at the side of the Oxford and 
London Road is a large disused quarry, which was up 
to 1824 the Bull Ring. At the Feast, if not oftener, the 
inhabitants of this and the neighbouring villages 
assembled here for the bull-fighting. Every Wheat- 
leyite who could, kept a bull-dog. The Reverend T. G. 
Tyndall, who became Rector of Holton in 1820, left 
no fttone unturned to stop this cruel sport, and almost 
at risk of his life succeeded in 1824 in his object, 
when the Government bailiffs came and put au end to 
it. The bull was one year brought round with his 
tongue cut out **to spite the parson," perhaps an 
allusion to the parson of Wheatley at that time being 
** an ambassador in bonds," owing to some financial 
difficulties. At any rate, we place Mr. T5'ndall, and 
Mr. Coker (who put an end to bull-baiting at Bicester 
rather earlier in the same century) in the same class 
with the Monk Telemachus of old, whose '* generous 
boldness" led to the abolition of the gladiatorial 
combats at Rome. 
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DEANERY OF OXFORD. 

Binsey.—Chxxvcli of S. Margaret. The Church 
Yard contains a Holy Well, which attracted large 
numbers of pilgrims in the Middle Ages. In Murray's 
" Oxfordshire ' is given an account of the connection 
of S. Frideswide's memory with this spot. Even in 
later years large sums have been paid for water from 
the well, and poor people from Oxford have gone to 
Binsey within the late Vicar's memory to get some of 
the water for the benefit of sore eyes. 

Oxfwd. —The Cathedral was at first S. Frideswide\8 
Priory Church. Wolsey made alterations on estab- 
lishing his College here, which he dedicated to the 
Holy THnity^ the Virgin Mary^ S. Frideswide, and 
All Saints. His magnificent projects were ended by 
his attainder in 1529, after some considerable progress 
had been made, and the College was transferred to 
the King. In 1532 the College was refounded, dedi- 
cated as before, but the King on founding the See of 
Oxford suppressed his own College, and the Priory 
Church of S. Frideswide, which had been successively 
the chapel of Cardinal College and of King Henry s 
College became the Cathedral Church of Christ in 
Oxford^ according to the Foundation Charter. 

All Saints, or more properly All Hallows' Church. 
S. Edmund of Abingdon '' preached in Alle Halowene 
Church-yard." The Church of S. Mildred, destroyed 
in the 14th Century, and S. Edward's, destroyed in 
the 15th Century, were merged in this. The site of 
the former Church is covered by Lincoln College now, 
and a fragment of the wall of S. Edward's has perhaps 
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been identified in Wheat Sbeaf Passage to the North 
of Peckwater Quad. In All Saints' Parish was estab- 
lished the "Colle^ of the Blessed Mary and All 
Saints, Lincoln." The College used to occupy what 
is now the Choir of the Church for their devotions, 
and until recent years its members continued to attend 
the Church on AH Sainfcj' Day. On Ascension Day 
the Parish Bounds are beaten, and the College pro- 
vides bread, cheese, and beer with ground ivy in it, 
for the parishioners in the College Hall. In 1895, 
S. Martin's, or Carfax Church, which had been from 
time immemorial the City Church, as S. Mary*s was 
the Church of the University, was pulled down and 
united with All Saints. 

S. Aldates, — ^This dedication is found also at 
Gloucester. Some identify the name with Eldad the 
British Bishop, who was Bishop of Gloucester. Others 
connect it with the " Old " Gate, standing near here, 
but there was a Church of S. Martin at the South 
Gate close by. Hearne mentions an old custom of 
the parishioners, '' eating sugar sops out of the font 
on Holy Thursday." 

jS. Ebbe'Sy so named after the Northumbrian Ebba, 
for whose interesting life see Bright's " Early English 
Church History." 

S. Mary Magdalene's Church and S. George's 
Chapel of Ease. The Parish Church existed before 
1074, the Chapel of Ease being built in 1849. 
S. George's Fair is held on Gloucester Green on May 
3rd, being eleven days after S. George's Day, to suit 
the " New Calendar." It is really the old Wake of 
S. George's-in-the-Castle, and was held in " Broken 
Hayes," the open space which lay between the Castle 
and Beaumont Palace. When this open space began 
to be built over (about 1660) by the formation of 
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Thames Street (now George Street), the Fair got 
pushed further northwards into that part of Broken 
Hayes, which is now (wrongly) called (rloucester 
Green, and happens to be held just outside the 
modern Church dedicated to S. George the Martyr. 
The title of the Chapel of Ease was chosen to comme- 
morate the historical connection between S. Mary 
Magdalene and the Canons of S. George-in-the-Castle 
in the days of the younger Robert D' Oilgi. 

The Beating of the Bounds is carried out every 
third year on Ascension Day by the Vicar and 
Churchwardens with the boys of the Parish. The 
crosses at the points where this parish touches another 
are marked with white chalk, and the boys beat the 
spot with w^hite willow wands. These are carried by 
all in the procession. The ceremony begins in the 
Church at 2 p.m., and after the perambulations, which 
include some remarkable feats in climbing walls and 
getting through holes, there is a tea for the youngsters, 
which has taken the place of the cakes and ale of 
earlier days. 

Till recent years Merton Chapel served as the Parish 
Church of S. John within the Walls, the advowson of 
which was purchased by Walter do Merton, when he 
founded his College. 

S. Mary the Virgin, the University Church. 

S, Michael. The tower formed part of the defences 
of the Northern Gate. Another Church with the same 
title stood by the South Gate. 

S. Peter 'le- Bailey, in the West of the City, corres- 
ponded to S. Peter-in'thc'East. 

Outside the City Wall are *S. Thomas the Martyr 
(Becket), which was formerly known as S. Nicholas' ; 
S. Mary Magdalen, previously mentioned ; S. Giles, 
standing as often with Churches of this dedication 
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near the eDtrance of the City ; S. Cross (Holy Well) 
and S. ClementSy which formerly stood at the junction 
of the two great roads from Oxford to London. 

The forms used in the Consecration of the present 
Chapels of Lincoln, Brasenose, and Queen's Colleges 
have been recently printed. Lincoln College Chapel 
wjis consecrated by Richard Corbet, Bishop of Oxford, 
on Sept. 15, 1631. The Font, the " locus nuptiarum," 
probably the door of the screen, the pulpit, the locus 
precationum, the Holy Table, the paten and the 
chalice were all blessed. The pavement of both 
chapel and ante-chapel are carefully blessed, the Bishop 
touching the ground with his hand in each case. 
Brasenose College was consecrated Nov. 17, 1666, by 
the Bishop of Oxford, who set apart the chapel " per 
nomen Capellas Sancti Hugonis et Ceddas Aulas Regia^ 
et CoUegii de Brasenose," and at the same time conse- 
crated the cloister as a Cemetery attached to the 
Chapel. Queen's College Chapel was consecrated by 
Sir William Dawes, Archbishop of York, on Nov. 1, 
1719. The form is the same mutatis mutandis as 
that used fifteen years before at the Consecration of 
S. Catherine's College, Cambridge, where Sir William 
Dawes was Master. As Archbishop of York he had 
become Visitor of Queen's College. The sacred 
vessels were oflFered and blessed, and the Chapel was 
" consecrated and dedicated and assigned * Deo 
Optimo Maximo.' " The three Consecration Services 
are edited by the Reverend Andrew Clark, Mr. F. 
Madan, and the Reverend J. R. Magrath, the Provost 
of Queen's. 

More modern Churches are those of S. Matthew 
(Grandpont), S. Andrew, S. Barnabas, S. Frideswide 
(Osney), S. Margaret, S. Paul, SS. Philip and James, 
Holy Trinity, S. John the Baptist (Summertown). 

North Hinchsey. Church of S. Lawrence. 



South Hincksey. Church of S. Lawrence. 

Wolvercote. Church of S. Peter. The oame of the 
Parish cornea from Ulfgnr's cote. Godstow Nunnery 
is juat outside the pariah. There was an aacient 
chapel at Price or Frees, between Wolvercote and 
Yarn ton. 

WooUon. Church of S. Peter. This parish, like 
the Hinckseys, is in Berks, though included in the 
Rural Deanery of Oxford. 

C. E. Prioe. 
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NOTES ON THE GLOBE ROOM AT THE 
REINDEER INN, BANBURY. 

The most perfect relic of the past that Banbury has 
to show is undoubtedly the fine old room attached to 
the Reindeer Inn, in Parson's Street, which is known 
as the " Globe Room." The inn itself is one of the 
oldest houses in the town, is built of stone and lath 
and plaster, and in its yard the old pebble paving still 
remains, with the gutter running down the centre. 
Access to the yard from the street is obtained by a 
gateway with apartments above, with a very old pair 
of timber gates bearing the inscription, rather roughly 
cut, 

ANNO . DIN . 1570 IHON KNIGHT • IHON£ KNIGHT . 

DAVID HORN 

The Knights appear to have been a conspicuous 
family in the town in the sixteenth century and in the 
old church of Banbury in a chapel was a black marble 
tablet to the memory of John Knight and Joan his 
wife, who are doubtless the same persons as those 
whose names appear upon the gates of the inn. He is 
recorded thereon to have died 22nd November, 1587, 
and she 26th December, 1590. He was three times 
bailiff of the borough and both were benefactors of 
the poor. They had thirteen children and lived to see 
an offspring of eighty-four. An exceptionally low 
wicket gives entrance when the gates are closed. 

Whether the house was originally erected as an inn 
it is impossible to say, but its general arrangement 
gives that impression and it has certainly been used as 
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such from a very early period, and appears from 
Beesley's *' History of Banbury " to be first mentioned 
as such in 1666. On another portion of the house is 
the date 1624. 

Some few years back on repairing the plaster over 
the gateway it was found to be timbered beneath and 
the plaster was stripped and the timbering expose^! as 
it now appears. This.certainly suggests the question 
whether the whole of the front is not similarly treated, 
and it is to be hoped that some day it may be 
examined and if so restored in a like manner. Over 
the door of the house is an old timber porch, incised 
with the key pattern, and projecting over the pave- 
ment of the street. 

The '^ Globe Room " is situated at the back of the 
inn, and is lighted from the yard by a fine stone- 
mullioned window, over which is a gable bearing the 
date 1637, presumably that at which the room was 
built. One or two well- worn stone steps on the left of 
the window lead up to the room, which is entered in 
a corner, across which is set an interior door, the space 
between which and the outer door forms a small lobby. 
This arrangement is balanced by the opposite interior 
corner on the other side of the window being similarly 
cut off by a doorway to match, only in this case the 
space behind forms a cupboard. 

The room is panelled throughout from floor to ceil- 
ing with oak, now black with age, and, excepting in 
one or two places where small pieces of the ornament 
are missing, in an admirably preserved condition. 
The apartment is 11 feet 6 inches high, 22 feet long 
and 1 6 feet wide, exclusive of the bay window. This 
window, which is on the east side of the room, that is 
the right on entrance, is 3 feet 9 inches deep, 13 feet 
wide, and the sill is 3 feet from the floor, the wall space 
below being panelled to match the rest of the room. 
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The window is^ as already stated, stoDe-muUioned and 
ruQS right up to the ceiliDg. Together with the comer 
doors it fills the whole of this side of the room. 

The iiorth end of the room contains the fire-place, 
which projects 1 foot into the room. On either side 
are aemi-circular pilasters. The outside width is 8 feet 
4 inches and the height to the overmantel 6 feet 
6 inches. Originally an open fire-place it has been 
fiUeil in to take a modern grate. The overmantel is 
an exceptionally fine piece of work. It is divided 
into two compartments by small pilasters tapering to 
the foot and divided into segments. Each compart- 
meiit is filled by an elaborate panel, surmounted by a 
pediment bearing a shield. The cornice alK)ve the 
overmantel has been elaborated and over each compart- 
ment is an oblong panel containing a head in the style 
of a cherub, the only instance of ornament derived 
from the human figure occurring in the panelling. 

The wall spaces on either side of the fire-place and 
the remaining sides of the room are filled up to the 
cornice with plain panelling. The cornice is 20 inches 
deep and is divided into compartments containing 
raised panels and surmounted all the way round by a 
row of dentals, which are, however, in many places 
missing. The west wall, opposite the large window, 
is divided by two pilasters, Ionic in character, into 
three compartments, the centre one of which is 8 feet 
in width and contains a smaller stone-muUioned window 
filling its entire width but the sill of which is 5 feet 
from the floor. From this height it fills the remaining 
space up to the cornice. 

The south end of the room, or that next the house, 
is balanced by being similarly divided by two pilasters, 
of the same character, into three compartments, of 
which the middle one is the widest, and in this there 
is a door into the house disguised by the panelling. 
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The corner doors are sunnounted by a cornice to 
match that round the room, borne by two flat pilasters, 
and over each is a pediment surmounted by a shield, 
similar in character to those on the overmantel. The 
doors, which are 6 feet high, are filled with two large 
panels. These doorways are set across the corners and 
do not rise to the full height of the room, the panelling 
of which is carried over them into the angles. On each 
side of the large window is an oak column standing on 
a base the height of the sill and rising to the cornice. 
They bear capitals of an Ionic character but these are 
now in each case much mutilated. The floor is 
evidently the original one and is of oak. 

Admirable as is the panelling, the feature of the 
room, however, is undoubtedly its plastered ceiling. 
Its ornamentation consists of a raised band which is 
continuous and forms a series of geometrical figures, 
the spaces within and between which are also orna- 
mented. The design consists of four circles, one over 
each quarter of the room. Within each circle is a 
square panel, enclosing scroll-work orucament different 
in each. A link in the shape of the figure 8 connects 
each circle and also with a short band unites <?ach of 
the contained square panels. Each link contains 
floriated ornamentation and by connecting with the 
enclosed panels divide each circle into four segments, 
which are filled with a floriated design each carrying 
two small figures like mermaids. The central space of 
the ceiling is occupied by a rectangular panel contain- 
ing a boss for the chandelier and connected with each 
of the circles by a strip of the raised band, forming 
four spaces which contain floriated ornamentation. 
This is the main design and a repetition of parts of it 
carries the ornamentation to each of the walls and into 
the bay window. The raised band is throughout orna- 
mented with a running floriated design. Some of the 
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ornamentation appears to have been at one time picked 
out in colours or gilt. 

The accompanying reproduction of a photograph of 
the room will enable this description of its ornamen- 
tation to be better understood. 

Both the panelling and plaster work have been 
designed and carried out in admirable taste, and the 
room has by the greatest good fortune been preserved 
from the attentions of the modern improver. It has 
been declared to be one of the best specimens of a 
Jacobean room in existence, and a cast of the ceiling 
has been taken and is shown in the Victoria and Albert 
Museum at South Kensington. 

' A very similar ceiling as regards the band- work 
exists at Compton Wyniates, and this raises a very 
interesting suggestion, although it must not be taken as 
anything more than such. Inigo Jones carried out the 
rebuilding of Lord Northampton's other house at Castle 
Ashby, Northampton, and he appears, from the simi- 
larity of the designs, to have put ceilings into Compton 
Wyniates at the same time. It is a not unreasonable 
question, perhaps, whether we do not see in the 
" Globe Room " another specimen of his work executed 
also at the same time. . 

In the gable above the room is a loft and under it a 
cellar, both lighted by stone muUioned windows. 

The . origin of the name of the room is unknown, 
neither do wo know how far it takes us back. The 
suggestion that it is a corruption of '- Glebe "has no 
evidence of any ecclesiastical connection of the room 
or house to back it, and the statement that the name 
is derived from a globular chandelier which it is said 
once hung here is not very convincing. . I have read 
somewhere, but unfortunately forget the authority, 
that terrestrial and celestial globes were formerly 
placed in public rooms for the instruction of the 
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people, and if this were so might not our room have 
obtained its name from having been put to this use ? 

Singularly enough the room has practically no 
history. It never seems to have played any part in the 
public affairs of the town, and does not seem to have 
dccupied any more favoured position than the assembly 
rooms of the other local hostelries. A tradition exists 
that it was used by Cromwell, who held there a council 
with liis leaders during the Civil War. This is tradition 
only, but it is a very likely incident and there is no 
reason why it should not be accepted, although when 
the story states that it was on the eve of the battle of 
Edge Hill it is going into particulars which arc 
obviously at variance with fact. Cromwell was in 
Banbury in 1644. Between the 7th and the 14th of 
March in that year he (then a colonel) marched into 
the town with a convoy and a considerable force of 
troops and drove the Cavaliers, who had gone out to 
try and intercept him, into the Castle, threatening to 
force them to yield or batter the Castle about them on 
the arrival of the artillery for which he sent to 
Northampton and Warwick. He seems to have been 
called away again, however, without attempting to 
carry out his threat. If he used the room it would 
probably be on this occasion, and it would be a very 
likely place to form his headquarters. Cromwell 
appears to have co-operated in the movement against 
Banbury later in the same year, although whether he 
was actually in the town in person does not appear. 
The visit in March recorded above, and which is 
derived from the " Mercurius Civicus " of that date, is 
the only one of which we have any record. 

William Potts. 
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IN MEMORIAM. 

By the death, on April 1 4th, 1906, at the age of 80, 
of the Right Rev. Lord Alwyne Compton, lately 
Bishop of Ely, the Society has lost the last survivor 
of its original company. On the formation of the 
Society in 1853 he was President for one year, being 
then the young Rector of the Northamptonshire parish 
of Castle Ash by, in the neighbourhood of the Society's 
head-quarters at Banbury, and was succeeded in office 
in the following year by Lieut.-Col., North, M.P. To 
the first part of the Transactions ^ published in 1855, 
he contributed an interesting paper entitled ** Notes 
on the Civil War and the Siege of Banbury " in 
1642-4, consisting of thirteen short documents found 
among the family papers at Castle Ashby. In the 
next year he became a life member, and was elected a 
Vice-President, retaining his connection with the 
Society in that office until his decease. Of his varied 
ecclesiastical work this is not the place for description, 
but we are proud to record that throughout a life so 
honourably distinguished and so engaged in arduous 
and responsible work, our first President did notecase 
to take interest in the proceedings of the association 
which he joined in his early days. 

W. D. M. 



Our Society records with much regret the recent 
death, in May, 1906, of one of its members, T. Garner, 
Esq., of Frit well Manor. Oxon, a distinguished 
Architect, and for over 25 years partner of Mr. G. F. 
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Bodley, R.A. Born in 1839 at Wasperton Hill, 
Warwickshire, Mr. Gamer at the early age of 17 was 
articled to Sir Gilbert Scott, at whose office he was 
just preceded by Mr. G. F. Bodley, with whom a 
friendship was soon established, resulting subsequently 
in the foundation of a partnership, well known as the 
" Firm of Bodley and Gamer." By nature somewhat 
shy and modest, yet withal of a genial disposition, it 
was only to kindred spirits such as our late President, 
Sir Henry Dryden, by whom he was much appreciated, 
that he would talk on his favourite subject. 
Architecture, and then no one could be more interest- 
ing. Owing to ill-health he was not able for the last 
few years to attend our Society's Annual Excursion, 
but his loss will none the less be felt. Somewhat 
suddenly came the end, at his Fritwell residence, 
conceming which place he once said to the writer, 
" I never enjoyed any work in my life more than the 
restoration * with a free hand ' of this old Manor 
house." That he was eminently a man of genius is 
evidenced in work done conjointly with his partner, 
and also from his own designs. Lor»ally Mr. Gamer 
was almost wholly responsible for the design and 
supervision of the firm's work at Oxford, such as 
St. Swithun's Quadrangle at Magdalen, the tower at 
Christ Church, and entirely so for the President's 
lodgings at Magdalen. He also designed Hewell 
Grange, Lord Windsor's Worcestershire mansion, the 
well known reredos in St. Paul's Cathedral, and several 
sepulchral monuments such as those of the Bishops of 
Ely, Lincoln, Chiche ter, and that of Canon Liddon. 
Of his work after the dissolution of partnership with 
Mr. Bodley, about 1897, may be mentioned his 
restoration of Yarnton Manor, Oxon, the Slipper 
Chapel at Houghton le Dale, Moreton House, H amp- 
stead, also an oak screen and iron grille to tower of 
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Somertou Church, Oxon. Bat, of all hi? work, 
perhaps the beautiful Chancel at Downside Abbey, 
near Bath, may be said to be the noblest, and there, 
as is fitting, hia body now reposes. " Ars longa Vita 
brevit."* 

G. E. B. 



* To this brief notioe may be added the mention that ap to the time of 
bis decesae Mr. Quner was engaged in the praparation of an important 
work on Anoient Manor Hoosea, largely illiutrated, which, alae ! he did 
not live to see publishsd. 
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ANNUAL EXCURSION. 1906. 

As the Excursion on Thursday, 14th June, was 
outside the County, a brief account will suffice. 
Twenty-one members went by train to Fairford, where 
drags were in readiness to convey us through Poulton 
and Eastington to Cirencester. At ''the Capital of 
the Cotswolds" the magnificent Parish Church was 
the centre of attraction, and all its main features of 
interest were carefully examined under the guidance 
of one of the clergy. The Corinium Museum, which 
testifies by its contents to the residential importance 
of the town during the Roman occupation, was visited. 
Luncheon was provided at the Fleece Inn — a name 
recalliug the old trade of Cirencester. The return 
route lay through Ablington, where a halt was made 
at the Manor House described by the late Mr. J. A. 
Gibbs in " A Cotswold village," and through Bibury, 
the gem of Cotswold villages, where the Church and 
Manor house were inspected. We now entered '* Keble 
land " winding through Coin St. Aldwyns to Fairford. 
There was happily time to see the famous windows of 
Fairibrd Church before taking the train to Oxford. 
The weather was fine and the excursion was thoroughly 
enjoyed. 
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flncient Gateway in Ihe ^anor Garden, 
perest hill. ©xen. 



JOHN MILTON AND FORESTHILL. 

Foresthill is a typical Oxfordshire village possessing 
much that claims attention from those who love 
ancient things, but in this paper I am limited to the 
brief narration of an event in which Foresthill touches 
the story of a great individual life. It was from the 
Manor house standing on the north side of the Church- 
yard that John Milton married his first wife. Her 
name will be found in the Parish Register, " Marie 
Powell the daughter of Richard Powell baptised the 
the (sic) [" the " is repeated in the original} 24th day 
of Januarie, 1625." 

His pupil and favourite nephew John Phillips tells 
us that about Whitsun, or a little after, in 1643, 
Milton took a journey into the country, nobody about 
him knowing certainly the reason, and after a month's 
absence returned to his house in London a married 
man, his wife being Mary, eldest daughter of Mr. 
Richard Powell, then a Justice of the Peace of Forest- 
hill near Shotover in Oxon. John Milton at that 
time was 35 and his bride was 18 years old. Some 
years previously there had been intercourse between 
the poet's father and Powell, and when tlie scrivener 
retired from Bread Street to Horton (Bucks) it is likely 
that their families would sometimes have met. 
Richard Powell established himself at Foresthill 
Manor about 1620, by purchase from Edmund Brome, 
at which time also he received in marriage Anne 
Moulton of Honeyboume, Worcester, who brought 
with her an interest in certain property in Wheatley, 
as well as a marriage portion of £3,000. In 1634 
Richard Powell is a man of good property and stable 
position, a zealous Royalist, and J.P. of his county. 
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His two eldest sons matriculated at Christ Church. 
But his prosperity is not of long duration. What it 
was that brought him down we do not know, but in 
1640 he is deeply in debt, and having mortgaged 
his manor of Foresthill, he is soon borrowing heavily 
on his wife's Wheatley property. Perhaps the claims 
of his large family were too much for his resources, 
but the Squire was a man anxious to keep up 
appearances, and he gave the hand of his eldest and 
favourite daughter, dowered with the promise of 
£1,000, to his creditor and distinguished guest that 
fateful June morning. 

Where were they married ? Where else but in 
Foresthill Church? the position of the family and 
their church principles preclude the notion of any 
other place ; moreover, during the brief but bitter 
estrangement which followed, in all that he wrote, 
Milton never questioned the regularity of his marriage. 
But the Register Book of the Parish records no 
marriage in 1643. 

Just before that date there is evidence of great 
carelessness. Pages 12 and 13 of the original suggest 
that memoranda of the years 1637-40 have been 
hastily copied up ; and there follows a page and a 
half blank. Pages 15, 17, 19 are copied up, alternate 
pages being blank. On page 21, Oct. 19, 1641, an 
even, scholarly band commences a record of carefully 
margined entries, apparently with occasional failure 
to make out a word. The last entry in this hand is 
Mar. 31, 1661. It is the writing of Luke Procter, 
'* Clericus," who baptised six and buried four of his 
own children at Foresthill between 1645 and 1660. 
In 1642, he registers three christenings, two burials 
and one marriage. In 1643, four children are christ- 
ened (eacih in the name of William), and there are 
six burials. A marriage identical with the one 
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registered under the preceding year is entered and 
then scratched out, between the Christenings and the 
Burials of 1643. Evidently while he did not alto- 
gether overlook possible marriages for that year, the 
memorandum of Milton^s marriage was not among 
those which Luke Procter received to copy up when 
he became parson of Foresthill. Still as he was parish 
priest so soon afterwards he must have heard of the 
marriage and its consequences. Did he not notice 
the omission, or did he dismiss it from his mind as a 
memory into which it was better not to make enquiries^ 
since the subject was a sore one in the loyalist house- 
hold of the Manor ? ^ 

Whitsunday, 1643, fell on May 21st, and therefore 
it would be sometime in June that John Milton with 
his young wife returned to his house in Aldersgate 
Street. In July Mary requested permission to pay a 
visit to Foresthill, and obtained leave on condition of 
her returning by Michaelmas. She did not return ; 
and it seems that her husband's messages were treated 
with scant courtesy, if not with defiance. Even 
before this date Milton had theoretically discussed 
certain views upon the subject of Divorce, and now 
with a sore heart he threw himself into their publi- 
cation. After the expiration of a year, or thereabouts, 
the good sense of Mrs. Ann Powell effected a recon- 
cilation. With her daughter she managed to be at 
the house of a mutual friend in London when Milton 
called, and was unexpectedly brought into the presence 
of his wife, who entreated his forgiveness, and 
she Wcos once more received into her husband's home. 
At this time, however. Squire Powell was being in- 
volved in the failing fortunes of the King. 

On April 27, 1646, Charles I. made his escape from 
Oxford, and in June Cromwell appeared at Holton 
among the besieging forces. Foresthill Manor in the 
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absence of its owner in Oxford waA scheduled for the 
immediate sale of all moveables, which, of considerable 
value, and including a large stock of valuable timber, 
fell into the hands of a certain local Parliamentarian 
jackal, by name, Mathew Appletree. Oxford sur- 
rendered on Midsummer's day upon terms which 
allowed all inhabitants and refugees to resume their 
property and callings, subject to the payment within 
six months of assesed fines. Richard Powell returned 
to his ruined home, now claimed by his mortgagee, 
and two days afterwards with his family he went to 
the house of John Milton in Barbican, where on July 
29 Mary Milton's first child was bom and named 
Ann. 

For six months more the broken Squire of Forest- 
hill endured an exile which brought him (such is life) 
an experience which was just the hardest for him to 
bear ; to be subdued, dependent, poor ; and then he 
died. After the birth oi her third daughter, Deborah, 
in 1652, Mary Powell (as we still love to call her) 
died. 

Neither her burial place, nor that of her father is 
known. 

Miss Manning's pleasing romance, ''The Diary of 
Mary Powell," afibrds a picture of the old Manor, and 
Dr. Masson in his Life of Milton quotes an inventory 
of the Sale in 1646, which gives something of an in- 
sight into the arrangement of the various apartments 
and their furnishmcnt. Foresthill church received its 
beautiful roof in Squire Powell's time, as the inscription 
'' C. 1630 R" shews. One of the bells is dated 1651. 
" Squire's Close," upon which the present day village 
boys and girls are always trespassing, was till almost 
within living memory the festive scene of the Whitsun 
Ale contests. A fine gateway and the little private 
door into the Churchyard go back to those days, and 
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there are sigas of the extenaive foundations of a larger 
house than the present one. The actual bouse in 
which Mary Powdl lived was demolished soon after the 
Manor came ioto possession of Lincoln College, which 
now owns it, about 1810. Some 40 years ago there 
were existing curious remains of ornamental plastering 
against the West ends of two outhouses, which were 
certainly extant in Milton's time, — one of them a 
respresentation of the Temptation in Eden, and the 
other an anchor with an hemldic device. I beard too 
from old villagers of a great bam, which was pulled 
down, about that time. Villi^e traditions pass very 
quickly now, and I could never get beyond this 
description, and the fact that the spot was visited by 
so many people from Oxford that the Manor farmer 
requested the removal of the attraction. 

Edmund Grbavbs. 
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DEDICATION OF CHURCHES 

WITH SOME NOTES AS TO VILLAGE FEASTS AND OLD 
CUSTOMS IN DEANERIES OF ASTON AND HENLEY. 

The notices of local survivals which we have received 
from the Chiltem Deaneries are not very abundant, 
though the Dedications of the Churches recall points 
of interest. Yet we are constantly reminded in 
Oxfordshire as elsewhere of a primitive past with 
instincts and seasonal observances which have been 
adapted to suit changes of time and religion. We 
recognise in the Eogation Tide Beating of Bounds the 
ancient Ambarvalia, in the honour done to Holy 
Wells some features of tlie Fontinalia, and Floral Deco- 
rations were applied to buildings, sheepfolds and even 
animals in the days of early Rome. December was 
the season of holidays, of unrestrained mirth, of visits 
of friends, and of muniLSCula. Martial complains in 
one of his epigrams that he has not received any gift 
from a friend at the Saturnalia, while on another 
occasion he excuses himself for not sending presents 
on the ground that multis mittere dona grave est^ 
quite a modern touch I There never was any time 
apparently when people did not love *' To do observ- 
ance to a morn of May." We must always remember 
with regard to May observances that May Day fell 
eleven days later than at present before the alteration 
of the Calendar in 1751, aud the " May buskets and 
smelling brere," the "Hawthorne buds and sweete 
Eglantine and girlondes of roses," which Spenser 
speaks of in his " Shepheardes Calender " would have 
been found at an earlier date in the year than we can 
hope to find them. Not only do religious and social 
observances abound with features drawn from a remote 
past, but we see in an observance ordered by Act of 



15 

Parliament "in the Twelfth and confirmed in the 
Thirteenth Year of King Charles the Second " some 
traces of earlier customs. The Twenty-ninth of May 
is still in our Oxfordshire Schools *' Shick-shack Day." 
You must wear oak in the morning, aqd you must 
wear ash in the afternoon, and if you fail to do so you 
are liable to be pinched, and very little is said or 
thought of ''the unspeakable mercies" connected with 
the date, or even of the fugitive of Worcester hidiug 
in an oak-tree. The customary fetching of boughs 
from the wopds at this season seems to have been 
appropriated to do honour to the Restoration of King 
Charles IL Even " Hock Tide," which is said to 
commemorate the Massacre of the Danes by .order of 
King Elhelred, is curiously dislocated from the day 
when the massacre took place in November to the 
Easter Season, when it was observed at Henley and 
elsewhere, and may have been blended with some othefr 
observances. Of purely modern origin we certainly 
have '* Primrose Day " and *' Empire Day." Perhaps, 
if they endure, we shall find them picking up as time 
goes on some traits of earlier festivals. In conclusion 
we hope our readers will deal kindly with whatever 
remains of old customs they may come across, that 
they will give a penny to the children who bring 
round their '' garlands," and encourage them to sing 
their little songs on May Day, and that the few poor 
Mummers whe still trudge the dark roads at Christ- 
mas, may be admitted to the kitchen, and allowed to 
rehearse the glorious achievements of '' King George." 
We thank very heartily the many friends who have 
helped us to collect such records as we have got 
together, and hope that we have given some pleasure, 
as we have certainly reaped much , in tracing various 
byways through which, in Ovid's words, 

*' Venit in hos annos aliquid de more vetusto." 
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ASTON DEANERY. 

Adwell. — Church of S. Mary to which is united the 
Parish of SoiUh Weston^ Church of 8. Laurence, where 
the bell still rings at 9 a.m. on Sunday mornings. 

Aston-Rowant. — ^Church of S.S. Peter and Paul with 
Church of S. John the Divine at Kingston Blount. 

Baldwin Brightwell. — Church of S. Bartholomew. 
The Village Feast is observed on the Sunday after S. 
Bartholomew's Day O.S. The men and women 
have always been seated apart in Church. 

BnghtivellSalome — Church of S. Nicholas. The 
name of the Village is also given as ^' Sallom/' and a 
family of the name of Soleham once held lands here. 
A Church at Brightwell Prior has been pulled down, 
and the Parish united to this. 

Chalgrove. — ^The Church is dedicated to S. Mary 
the Virgin, and the Village Feast is on the Monday 
following the Sunday after August 26th. It is regu- 
lated therefore by the Festival of the Assumption, and 
frescoes on the Chancel wall depict the death and 
Assumption of the B.V.M. Within the recollection 
of parishioners still living it was the custom on Mid 
Lent Sunday for the villagers to go to an uncultivated 
hollow, called ''Clay-pit,' about 1^ miles from the 
village, and for the men to play cricket, while the 
women played '' bat and ball." There used to be a 
certain amount of drinking and fighting at the same 
time. It is said that at this spot those who were 
killed in the engagement of "Chalgrove Field" were 
buried. There are no allusions to the battle direct or 
indirect in the Parish Books. But tradition tells that 
''the Oxford Roail ran with blood," that a woman 
named Brown going to the Common to milk her cows 
was warned to go away or she would be killed, and 
that the soldiers entered a certain farm-house still 
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standing, and took the hot bread out of the oven. 
The troops were seen comiDg over Watlington Hill. 
Two hedges " set hedge " and " cuttit hedge " on the 
Field were associated with the Battle. The " Field " 
is now enclosed. 

The Church at Berwick-Salome is dedicated to 
S. Helen. The feast, no longer observed, was fixed 
for the Monday before September 29th, and is associ- 
ated in popular memory with the throwing about and 
eating of crab apples. It may have some connection 
with Holy Cross Day, September 14, but one would 
have expected either S. Helen's Day, August 18th, or 
the " Invention of the Cross," May 3rd, to have been 
the day chosen. 

Chinnor. — Church of S. Andrew. 

CrowelL — Church of S. Mary. 

Cuxham. — Church of the Holy Rood, and at 

Easingtmi. — Church of S. Peter. 

Emmington. — Church of St. Nicholas. 

Evoelme. — Church of 8. Mary. 

Lewknor. — Church of S. Margaret. It may be 
worthy of notice that this with two other of the All 
Souls' livings has the dedication of S. Margaret. 
Margaret of Anjou was wife of Henry VL, Co-founder 
of the CoUege with Archbishop Chichele. 

Pishill with Assendon. — Dedication of Church un- 
known. 

Pyrton. — Church of S. Mary. 

Shirhurn. — Church of All Saints. 

Stoke'Talmage. — Church of S. Mary Magdalene. 

Stokenchtirch. — Church of S. S. Peter and Paul. 
There is an annual Fair, now only a Horse and 
Pleasure Fair, but formerly also a hiring Fair. It 
takes place on July 10th, and follows therefore the 
old Patronal Feast Day, allowing for the change in 
the Calendar. June 29th was formerly the Day of 
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tbe two apostles, who were believed to have been 
martyred at Rome on the same Day. The Collect 
used in the Roman Church begins ^' Deus qui hodier 
nam diem Apostolorum tuorum Petri et Pauli martyrio 
consecrasti/' and at Rome the place is shown where 
the two Saints took farewell of one another. The 
legend at any rate bears witness to an early belief in 
the unity of the two apostles, and in early dedications 
the two Saints were often united. 

Swyncombe. — Church of S. Botolph. The Manor 
was held according to Domesday Book by Miles 
Crispin, who bestowed the Manor and Church on the 
Benedictine Monastery of Bee in Normandy. By 
this Order S. Botolph was held in great veneration, 
as he had founded a monastery according to their 
rules, and so we find this Church taking its title from 
a Saint more often associated with the Eastern part of 
England, and a Fair established on his Day, June 
17th. The Rev. M. T. Pearman has written some 
notes on this Parish in our Transactions, No. XLVIII. 
He tells us that this village " like Shirburn, Lewknor, 
and some of the other villages has a cuckoo pen. It 
looks like a British earthwork. It is a circle planted 
with trees." 

Sydenham, — ^The Church takes its title from the 
Assumption of the B.V.M.,and Feast Sunday is that 
which follows August 26th, which is the date of the 
Festival according to the Old Style. 

Tetsworth. — Church of S. Giles. This woodland 
Saint was an especial favourite in Oxfordshire. 

Thame. — Church of S. Mary. 

WatUngton. — Church of S. Leonard. This Saint 
was, like S. Giles, a hermit, and was held in extra- 
ordinary veneration. At Christmas Common on the 
Chiltern Hills is the modern Church of the Holy 
Nativity. 

Wheatfield. — Church of S. Andrew. 
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DEANERY OF HENLEY. 

Bix. — ^The Church dedicated to S. Michael in the 
ancient pariah of Bix Gwybbyn has disappeared 
altogether, and there is only a tradition as to its site 
in a small enclosure called the Chapel Field. The 
present Church of Bix Brand (S. James) is a modem 
building near the village, erected about 30 years ago 
in place of the old Church, which is situated about 
half a mile up the valley behind the Rectory, and is 
now in ruins. 

Caversham. — Church of 8. Peter with Church of 
S. John the Baptist built in 1888 at Lower Caversham, 
and Church of S. Barnabas also modern at Emmer 
Green. 

Checkendoii, — Church of 8. S. Peter and Paul. On 
Sunday mornings a bell is tolled at 9 a.m. We find 
that the Christmas Mummers have for the last two or 
three years ceased to go their rounds. The May Day 
Garlands are no more. The present Rector remembers 
some observance of Plough Monday 40 years ago, 
farm-boys going about dressed up. He also records 
the children's song on Shrove Tuesday, which 
resembles that which we have quoted under Weston- 
on-the-Green. It runs as follows : — 

Knick, knock, the pan is hot. 

Here I come a-shroving, 

Lard is scarce and flour is dear. 

That brings me a shroving here 

Up with the kettle, and down with the pan. 

Give me a penny, and Til begone. 

Crommarsh Gifford. — Church of 8. Mary Magdalen. 
The Horse Fair is still held on August 2nd, 8. Mary 
Magdalen's Day according to the old style, being 
eleven days after July 22nd. 
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Goring. — S. Thomas a Becket This was of course 
a very popular dedication. This dedication too had a 
great continental vogue, which was not the case with 
many of our English Saints. July 7th was observed 
as the day of the Translation of S. Thomas' remains to 
Canterbury, while his martyrdom was commemorated 
on December 29th. The Village Feast known as 
" Goring Revel " was held on the first Sunday after 
July 1st, but has now practically ceased to exist. It 
may be remembered that it was in returning from 
Goring Feast that sixty people were drowned in the 
year 1674. There was a Monastery of Austin Canons 
here dedicated to S. Mary the Virgin. 

Harpsden-cum-Bolney. — Church of S. Margaret. 
Notice what is said under Lewknor. 

Henley-on-Thames. — Church of S. Mary the Virgin. 
There were formerly chapels to the B. V.M., S. Cathe- 
rine, S. Clement, S. Nicholas, S. Ann, S. John and S. 
Leonard. There was a fraternity of the Name of 
Jesus, and as early as Henry V.'s Reign there was a 
" Scolemayster " here. The Town's Schools, and many 
particulars as to the " Hock-tides" of earlier days and 
the miracle plays performed here will be found des- 
cribed in Burn's History of Henley. "The Bride 
Gear " formerly let out for weddings, consisting of a 
collar, fillet, and coronal, was given to the Church by 
a Lady Jones about 1518. It was ordered that the 
Chantry Priest of the B.V.M. should say Mass daily 
at 6 a.m., and a bell still rings at that hour, but we 
have also heard the bell spoken of as connected with 
Lady Periam's School, which was founded in 1609. 
The Regatta originated in a contest between the 
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge in 1829. The 
first Regatta took place ten years later. 

Highmore. — A modem Church of S. Paul. 
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Kidmore Eiid. — A modem Church of S. John Bap- 
tist. There is a ** Gallows Tree Common " in the Parish. 

Mapledurham. — Church of S. Margaret. The living 
is in the gift of Eton College, which was founded by 
Henry VI. Has that fact anything to do with the 
dedication ? 

Mongewell. — Church of S. John the Baptist. 

NettUhed. — Church of 8. Bartholomew. The popu- 
larity of this dedication may be due to the Church of 
S. Bartholomew at Rome in the Island of the Tiber 
having succeeded to the attributes of the temple of 
Aesculapius in the same place. We know that Habere, 
who visited the scene of S. Paul's Martyrdom at Tres 
Fontes contracted there a malarial fiver, of which he 
was cured at Rome, and that on his return he obtained 
leave of Henry I. to found the fimious Hospital and 
Monastery of S. Bartholomew in London. During his 
convalescence, he is said to have had a vision of S. 
Bartholomew. The present Church of Nettlebed was 
re-built in 1844. 

Nwth Stoke. — S. Mary the Virgin is the Dedication 
of this Church, as well as of the Churches of fpsden and 
Newnham Mutrei/. There used to be a Feast, called 
" North Stoke Revel" on the first Sunday after July 
19th. The three Churches may owe their title to the 
fact that Milo Crispin, Lord of Wallingford, brought 
over monks from the Abbey of Bee, which was dedi- 
cated to S. Mary, to build them, Stoke being one of 
his possessions. 

Nuffield. — Church of the Holy Trinity. 

Rotherfield-Oreys. — Church of S. Mary. 

Botherfield'Peppard. — Church of All Saints. 

Shiplake. — Church of S.S. Peter and Paul. 

South Stoke. — ^Church of S. Andrew, with 

Woodcote. — Church of S. Leonaid, a woodland 
Saint. 
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Stake Raw. —Church of S. John the EvaDgelist, 
(modem). 

Whitchurch — ChxxTch of S. Mary. 

C. E. Priob, 



THE ASSIZE OF BREAD IN OXFORDSHIRE 
IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 

All students of the economic history of England in 
the middle ages have heard of the Assize of Bread, 
that old law said traditionally to have been the 
earliest after Magna Charta, if not in reality much 
earlier, regulating the weight of the penny loaf 
according to the price of wheat In my Chronicles of 
Woodstock, I have printed the Assize of Bread fixed 
by the Mayor of New Woodstock on 6 September, 1626, 
and I have notes of 23 other Woodstock assizes of 
various years from 1594 to 1634. But it is often 



23 

thought that during the eighteenth century this law 
fell into disuse : and it is accordingly a surprise to 
most students to find that even in the beginning of 
the nineteenth century, the Justices of the Hundred 
of Wootton (Oxon) issued their orders fixing the 
weight of the penny loaf, and the price of the peck 
loaf, which varied according to the price of wheat. 
In Jackson's Oxford Journal are advertisements of 
of 108 Assizes of Bread for this hundred, beginning on 
2nd November, 1801, and ending on 31st October, 
1808. The form of the advertisement is as follows : — 

Hundred of Wootton, Oxfordshire. 

The Assize of Bread set in and for the said Hundred 
to take place on Monday the 2nd day of November, 
1801, and to continue in force for Fourteen days is as 
follows : — 



The Penny \ Standard Wheaten 

Loaf. J Household 
Twopenny ) Standard Wheaten 

Loaf. / Household 
The Peck ) Standard Wheaten 
Loaf. J Household 
The Half ) Standard Wheaten 
Peck. j Household 
The ) Standard Wheaten 
Quartern /Household 





To be 


To weigh 


sold for 


)b. oz. dr. 


s. d. 


7 5 


1 


8 8 


1 


14 10 


2 


17 


2 


17 6 


3 2 


17 6 


2 10 


8 11 


1 7 


8 11 


1 5 


4 5 8 


9i 


4 5 8 


8i 



Samuel Cox. 

Geo. Fred. Stka^tton. 



Previously, on 7th December, 1799, the same 
justices had defined standard Wheaten Bread as that 
" made of the flour of wheat without any mixture or 
addition but of the whole produce of the grain, the 
bran or hull thereof excepted, and weighing three- 
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fourths parti of the weight of the wheat whereof it is 
made " : and had recommended that that quality of 
bread should '' be made and used by all persons and 
families throughout the hundred." 

During these seven years the price of the Standard 
Wheaten Peck Loaf varied from 4/6 on 1 8 Februsiry 
and 11 March, 1805, to 2/9 in September and October, 
1803, and 2nd November, 1807 ; and the appended 
table shows the fluctuations in price from 2nd Novem- 
ber, 1801, to 31st October, 1803, which is the longest 
{»eriod for which a sequence of prices is obtains^le. 
It would seem that the Justices were occasionally lax 
in either fixing the Assize or in advertising it when 
fixed, for there is no advertisement between 31st 
October, 1803, and 26 November, 1804, and the 
advertisements cease altogether after 3 1st October, 
1808. 

But during the period covered by the Assizes of 
the Wootton Justices, the price of corn did not rise so 
high as in 1801, when the price of the Household 
Peck Loaf was fixed in Oxford at 7/- on 14th March, 
or in 1812, when it was fixed at 5/10 on 11th July 
and 8th August, or in 1817, when it was sold for 5/8 
on 28 th June. 

It is not at all certain that although the Justices 
thus fixed the Assize of Bread, they ever prosecuted 
any person for breaking it, for I do not remember 
noticing the report of any prosecution for this ofience 
in this hundred ; but it must be remembered that 
that space was then valuable in the newspapers and 
proceedings in the Petty Sessions were rarely 
reported. That the Justices did not restrict their 
attention to the price of Bread is shown by a notice 
on 2nd November, 1 798, " that the Justices of Shrop- 
shire at their last General Sessions . . . fixed the 
retail price of salt at 3d. a pound." 
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Table showing Pkice of Peck Loaf 

(Standard Wheaten). 

(Each Loaf to weigh 17 lbs. 6 oz.). 







8. d. 






8. d. 


1801— Nov. 


3 .. 


. 3 2 


1802— Nov. 


1 ... 


3 1 




16 .. 


. 3 6 




15 ... 


3 




30 .. 


. 3 6 




29 ... 


3 


Dec. 


14 .. 


. 3 5 


Dec. 


13 ... 


2 10 




28 .. 


. 3 8 




27 ... 


2 10 


1802— Jany. 


11 .. 
26 .. 


. 3 7 
. 3 7 


1803— Jany. 


23 ... 


2 10 


Feby. 


8 .. 

22 .. 


. 3 5 
. 3 6 


Feby. 


7 ... 
21 ... 


2 11 
2 10 


Mar. 


8 .. 


. 3 6 


Mar. 


7 ... 


2 10 




22 .. 


. 3 8 




21 ... 


3 


April 


5 .. 
19 .. 


. 3 5 
. 3 4 


April 


4 ... 
18 ... 


2 11 
2 10 


May 


3 .. 
17 .. 


. 3 4 
. 3 3 


May 


2 ... 
16 ... 


2 10 
2 11 




31 .. 


. 3 3 




30 ... 


2 11 


June 


14 .. 


. 3 4 


June 


13 ... 


3 




28 .. 


. 3 2 




27 ... 


2 11 


July 


12 .. 
26 .. 


. 3 4 
. 3 3 


July 


11 ... 


2 10 


Aug. 


9 .. 
23 .. 


. 3 4 
. 3 4 


Aug. 


8 ... 
22 ... 


2 10 
2 10 


Sept. 


6 .. 
20 .. 


. 3 2 
. 3 3 


Sept. 


5 ... 
19 ... 


2 10 

2 9 


Oct. 


4 .. 


. 3 2 


Oct. 


4 ... 


2 9 




18 .. 


. 3 2 




17 ... 
31 ... 


2 9 
2 9 



A. BALLARD. 
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IN MEMORIAM.— T. H. CHEATLE. 

I feel it a privilege to be allowed to write a few 
words in memory of my honoured friend the late 
Thomas H. Cheatle, who was long a member of the 
Committee of our Society. Born at Burford on 
August 26, 1831, he practised there in succession to 
his father from 1862 till his death on December 15th, 
1906, and was, I feel I may truly say, the friend as 
well as the physician of *' all the country side." He 
was well known in his medical capacity far beyond 
our borders, as President of the Oxfordshire Branch of 
the British Medical Association, as Secretary of the 
Medical Staff of the G. W. R. Provident Society, and 
also as a Freemason, a Justice of the Peace, and as a 
keen antiquary. Mr. Cheatle was the last elected 
Burgess of the Old Burford Corporation, and on the 
dissolution of that body, came into possession of its 
fine series of documents (calendared by Dr. Macray 
for the Royal Commission on Historical MSS.), its 
seal, and its maces. The pride which he took in these 
treasures was characteristic of his interest in archaeology 
and antiquity. The Society has frequently benefited 
by his knowledge of Burford and its neighbourhood, 
and by the kindness with which he so readily placed it at 
the service of our members, as of antiquaries generally. 
He was well acquainted with the authorities for local 
history, had a keen eye and retentive memory, and 
was indeed in many respects a bright example of those 
non-professional students of antiquities to whom 
English archaeology owes so much. He was a most 
delightful companion and a truly good and kind man, 
whose loss is very deeply and widely felt. R.I.P. 

W. H. HUTTON. 

April 17, 1907. 
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